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Department Hosts 5th Annual Texas Geography Student Research Symposium

The Department of Geography hosted its 5th

annual Texas Geography Student Research S
posium on Friday, March 6, 2009. The TxGSR|
an opportunity for geography students to partic
pate in a professional migbnference and to
share their research with a local audience. Thi
year, geography students from other institution
including Texas Tech University, Sam Houston
State University, and San Antonio College, add
to the overall excitement and professionalism @

the conference. (continued on page 3

At right: PhD students Jon Kedrowski, Khila
Dahal, Roberto Campos, and Charles Yorke

Conservationist Patrick Noonan to Deliver Grosvenor Distinguished Lecture

The 11th Annual Grosvenor Distinguished Lecture will be held on
Tuesday, April 7, in the Evans Auditorium on the Texas State Uni-

versity campus.

This yearods |l ecture, o0Conserv§g
given by Patrick F. Noonan, founder and Chairman Emeritus of Th
Conservation Fund, former President of The Nature Conservancy,
and Vice Chairman of the National Geographic Education Founda-|
tion. Gilbert M. Grosvenor, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
the National Geographic Society, will be present that evening to

introduce Mr. Noonan.

tion

The Conservation Fundisangnr of it organi zation dedicated t¢ cor
toric heritage. By working with public and private partners, the Fund has protected more than six mil

l'ion acres of Americads outdoor heritage sindge it
with The Conservation Fund and The Nature Conservancy, Noonan is also a founder and former chajr-

man of the American Farmland Trust, and currgntly
Emeritus of Gettysburg College and is currently a member of the Board of the Nicholas Institute for
Environmental Policy at Duke University.

Noonan, who holds an MBA and a Masterds in CiJty a
awards, including a five year ogeniusdé fellowship

tion in 1985 for his pioneering work in fostering partnerships between businesses and the environ-
mental community. In 2005, he was awarded the Pugsley Medal, which acknowledges exceptional 2pth
century champions of parks and conservation. He was recently recognized by the National Audubon]
Society as 1 of 100 conservation leaders whose lives and work shaped the growth of the American

conservation movement of the 20th century. (continued on page 3)
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long process that included an external review team visit last September. The revie

http://www.geo.txstate.edu/about/strategic_plan.html.

As evident from the program review process, the Department continues to have
superb undergraduate and graduate programs. Our PhD program has been highly
ranked among the 56 doctoral geography programs in the nation on the website
PhDs.org littp://graduate -schools.phds.org/rankings/geography Using four
different scenarios, the Texas State UniverSgn Marcos geography PhD program
consistently ranks in the Top 20 (even Top 10 under two of the scenarios) and

ahead of all other Texas PhD programs.

Congratulations to the following three faculty colleagues who have been awarded
Professional Development Leaves (PDL) during the 2@M8cademic year. Dr. Alberto Giordano has been granted a PDL for the

Al bertods research on the Holocaust is also supporterdalby
2009, during which he will conduct research on the Rio Grande region in the United States to try to determine if and h@aw a pa

early American climatology textbooks, develop a statde tornado vulnerability analysis, and investigate the interest in riagka
Texas Weather Calendar.

The Department has concluded three searches for new faculty members who will join us in August. Dr. Edwin Chow (PhD 200p
University of South Carolina) will join the faculty as Assistant Professor with specialization in the computational dgpeets o

graphic information science and will also teach multivariate quantitative methods. Edwin is currently in his fourthtiedaculty
at the University of MichigahRlint. Jennifer Jensen, who is in the final stages of completing her PhD dissertation in ezrviabnm

ing, and she will also teach biogeography. From Canada, Niem Huynh will join the faculty as Assistant Professor viddicpecial
in geographic education, and will also contribute to our GIS teaching program. Niem is in the final stages of completidg her

dissertation in geography at Wilfrid Laurier University, while teaching high school in Toronto.

position funded by the Liberal Arts Advising Center. Joyce Lawson, who has been serving double duty including undeadraduatg
vising, will now concentrate on her administrative duties for the Undergraduate Coordinator (Dr. Earl) and Internship @tmrdin

(Mr. Carter). More information about Chelsea and her role can be found elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter.

Spring is upon us, so | want to strongly encourage our students, faculty, and alumni to attend the 15th Annual AlumnigRgunion

long academic career of Dr. Byron (Doc) Augustin. | look forward to seeing you there!

A Friend of Geography Remember ¢

honored and remembered by her family with a green burial on the ranch she loved so dearly. Margaret married J. DavickeBambg
in the early 199008s and became an equal partner i n tebhieg op
the ranchds educational programs and giving the rafocchn-i tp
servation, university awards, and had a midadikrool greenhouse dedicated to her. Margaret was not only a good person, but a
person who did good. She will be greatly missed bggstmany

contributions be made to the Margaret Bamberger Education Fund which she established in 2007. Donations can be mailed to
Bamberger Ranch Preserve, 2341 Blue Ridge Drive, Johnson City, TX 78363.

Margaret Bamberger passed away quietly in her sleep on Friday, March 6, 2009, after an exhausting battle with cancer. She wa

teambs very complimentary report and Jou

digm shift from powerdomination to Earth Community is underway. Dr. Richard Dixon has also been granted a PDL for Fall 20¢9
during which he will work on three projects invol vingeg itnhp

devel opment of an O0Action Plano fo+ the

full 200910 academic year, during which he will conduct research on the Geography of the Holocaust and the history of Nantugket

In December, the department welcomed a new staff member, Chelsea Franklin, as our undergraduate staff advisor. This is a rew

Student Celebration, which will be held on April 2émade 2009 .

r

f

Greetings from the Chair|é
Dr. Philip Suckling, Professor and Chair
I n December, Geographyds Academic ProJgram

science at the University of Ildaho, will al so | olemotetseng f hcul |
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Department Hosts 5th Annual Texas Geography Student Research Symposium (continued from page 1)
High school students were invited to atfend t|
legelevel research and participate in special activities designed specifically for them. Over
150 Advanced Placement Human Geography students from Samuel Clemens, Bracken-
ridge, Bastrop, New Braunfels, and Thomas Jefferson High School attended the event.
One visiting teacher reported, oMy kidsf| had f
|l isten to and participate in the Health] and G
0That 6s what <college is going to be |ikp?! |
Dr . Byron o0Doc6 Augustin gave an engagipg pl el
research in geography. With inspiring photogil
how geographers should not only get out into the field to conduct research, but should
also adapt to their research environment.
The 5th annual Texas Geography Student Research Symposium was a great success that
underscored a high level of professionalism and learning. We wish to thank all of the
sponsors, including Texas State alumnus Eric Pimpler of GeoSpatial Training Services, Jnd
all of the students, faculty, and staff that made this conference possible. We hope to se
you next year!
At left: PhD students Desserae Shepston and Kevin Barrett present
their original research.
Grosvenor Center to Host GeoSummit Research Conference
The Gilbert M. Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education invites Department of Geography faculty,
students, and alumni to participate in teoSummit: An International Symposium on Teaching and Ldarn-
ing in Geographyhis is the 5th series of biennial research conferences sponsored by the Grosvenor
Center and will take place on the Texas State University campus on M3a0,22009.
The goals of th&seoSummit Symposan® to engage geography educators, professionals, and studen:ls
in international collaborative research; to facilitate the development of emerging scholars and studeijts
through international mentoring networks; and to support the dissemination of high quality research n
geography and geographic education. The five research strands that will serve as the focus for the
conference program are (1)-K2 geography education, (2) international geography education, (3) information education and en\-
ronmental issues, (4) tertiafevel geography education, and (5) new technologies for teaching and learning within geog@tephy.
program, which will also include paper and poster sessions, panel sessions, workshops, and special sessions, wilpéso be supj
mented by a student paper competition and field trips.
Scholars from over 45 countries have been invited to participate in the May conference. Symposium keynote addresses will b
provided by two of these international scholars. Jo&o Francisco de Abreu, Professor of Geography and Dean of Research and
Graduate Studies at Pontifical Catholic University imf Mijnas Ge
America using GI'S and Multidi mensional Scaling.o6 A seconjd keyn
Geography at Gyeongin National University of Educatimn iJn Kor e
Asia: The Dream We Can Share. o
For more information about th&seoSummit Symposiuisitwww.geo.txstate.edu/grosvenor/geosummit2009%r contact the
Grosvenor Center at 512.245.1823.
Conservationist Patrick Noonan to Deliver Grosvenor Distinguished Lecture (continued from page 1)
Mr. Noonan has served on three Presidential Commissiandhh e Pr esi dent 6 s Commi s s i 4987),¢he Ajmer i c a
Presidentds Commi ssion em9Bnyv i ramndme rhtea IPr@uwa Idietnyt 6(s1 «COImi 4gsi on o
2008).
For more information about the upcoming Grosvenor Distinguished Lecture, or to obtain free lecture tickets, please coatact th
Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education at 512.245.1823 or ebdill23@txstate.edu.
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Depart ment of Geographyos 15th Annjual
Celebration

The Department of Geography is excited to announce its 15th Annual Alumni Reunion
and Student Celebration! It is time to gather all of our current and former students,

faculty, staff, and friends of the Department for the annualafl event.

The Alumni Reunion and Student Celebration is held every year by the Department of
Geography in order to recognize and award the hard work of its students, faculty, and
staff. It is an opportunity for everyone to reunite and enjoy good food, good friends
and (as Doc says) o0good refreshments| 6 The devel opmen
relationship between our current students and our alumni is extremely important tq
the Department of Geography. The Alumni Reunion and Student Celebration was in-

troduced as a means of promoting such development, in addition to celebrating our current stu-
dentsd achievements. The event gives our Pptud:¢
learn from them- where they are, how they got there, and what is available to the geographic
community. Students are able to network and gain connections in a relaxed and fun setting thg

they may otherwise be unable to attain.

of a

—

This yeards Alumni Reunion and Student Cel fpbr at
Geography is recognizing and celebrating an extremely important and beloved faculty member,
Dr . Byron o0Docédé Augustin has committed 31 Year
Department and to Texas State University. This is our opportunity to thank him for his many

accomplishments and for the students he has inspired in his years of service. Please join us fo

this important celebration.

The 15th Annual Alumni Reunion and Student Celebration is also unique in the fact that the De
partment has joined forces with the Aquarena Center and will celebrate Earth Day as part of th
festivities. The celebration will begin at 9:30 am on Saturday, April 25, with registration in the

Alkek Teaching Theatre. The Formal Program | will begin at 10:30 am, in which scholarships fqr
the upcoming academic year will be awarded to students. Presentation of awards will follow at 11:45 am, as part of the Form
Program Il. Between-3 pm, the festivities will move to the Aquarena Center for the formal Earth Day program. A Meet & Greqt
session wil/ foll ow, in which old friends can catch oatp gnd n
rides will be available for guests betweeb #m, and a delicious fajita dinner with all the fixings will be catered by FidsshakB B Q

at 5 pm. The celebration will wind into an evening of friends, refreshments, and live music.

So come and help us celebrate another great year in the Department of Geography. With the addition of Earth Day and honofing
Docdés years of service, the 15th Annual Al umni Reuni on gnd S

To register, you may pick up a registration form froie Gqogr a
at http://www.geo.txstate.edu/alumni/reunion.html . We hope to see you there!




