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INTRODUCTION 
 
Historic San Pedro Cemetery is located five miles south of the city of San Marcos, at the corner of Country 
Road 266/Old Bastrop Highway and Posey Road in Hays County. It is approximately 1.5 miles east of 
Interstate Highway 35. The cemetery was established in 1909 and is an active cemetery. There are 
approximately 1,300 graves.  
 
San Pedro Cemetery is located between two historically active communities ― Stringtown and Centerpoint ― 
and along the historic San Antonio Road, a segment of the El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic 
Trail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Process 
San Pedro Cemetery volunteers strengthened their efforts to preserve and protect the cemetery by submitting 
a Historic Texas Cemetery designation application in 2007. In the summer of 2006, the San Pedro Cemetery 
association began participation in the RIP Guardian (see appendix) cemetery preservation program of the 
Texas Historical Commission (THC). The San Pedro RIP Guardians realized the importance of a workplan 
for the association and the cemetery and began the process of identifying the organization’s intent for future 
preservation.  
 
The history and cultural significance documented in the workplan was gathered by Texas State University 
anthropology students from San Pedro Cemetery association members and local contacts. The workplan 
contains goals and actions identified by the association and provides a framework for members to update the 
material and chart their progress over time.  
 
The workplan is a product of organization consensus and a partnership between a community group and a 
local university. Through the desire of the San Pedro Cemetery Association to document and direct future 
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work at the cemetery they have produced a piece that will share the history and significance of the site. In 
addition, their plan serves as a model for other cemetery associations interested in planning for their future.  
 
Purpose 
San Pedro Cemetery Association members 
realize the importance of the site as a historic 
resource and its ability to tell a story about the 
past and its continued role in the community. 
By producing a workplan that addresses all its 
physical elements, including gravemarkers, 
landscape and plantings and grave goods, 
association members acknowledge each 
component’s importance and role in relating the 
full history of the cemetery.  
 
This context and workplan should not be 
mistaken for a comprehensive history or formal 
preservation plan. While it may share 
similarities, this document avoids being overly 
technical and does not fully analyze the historic 
resources contained in the cemetery. It does outline objects of historical and cultural significance at San Pedro 
Cemetery and its continued importance to members of the community, as well as share goals and action items 
prioritized by the association. The workplan, or The Future of San Pedro Cemetery component, should be updated 
by the association as a working document and guide for future growth and achievement.  
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KNOWN HISTORY 
 

In 1909, Antonio Sanchez, Pablo De La Rosa, Alejandra 
Rodriguez, Luis Rosales and others helped collect money from 
Mexican American residents in the area to purchase 
approximately two acres of land1 from Mr. G.G. Johnson for 
$150. It is unknown why the site was chosen, however these 
two acres became what are now the northeast and southeast 
quadrants of the cemetery. A group of 47 men are listed on the 
bylaws as the founders of the cemetery.2 The San Pedro 
Cemetery Association was a voluntary association established by 
persons of Mexican heritage in 1909, when most cemeteries in 
Texas were segregated by ethnicity.3 Records from 1915 indicate 
that the association had more than 300 members, and in 1933 
they purchased another two acres4, the northwest and 
southwest quadrants of the cemetery, from Mr. and Mrs. L.G. 
Johnson for $150.5 
 
The four-acre cemetery is rectangular but oriented diagonally on 
the north and south axis. Because of this, the graves, which 
usually face east in cemeteries, face northeast so that they align 
with the boundaries of the cemetery. 

 
Site Names 
One of the cemetery’s two additional site names is Cry Baby. There are many older descendants of those 
buried in the cemetery who have never heard of this name, while the younger descendants and locals of the 
town of San Marcos commonly use it.6 Diane Insley, a longtime resident of San Marcos said that people 
claimed to hear babies crying in the cemetery at night, so locals began calling the site Cry Baby.7 This account 
was further verified by T.L. Torres, co-chair of the San Pedro Cemetery Association, who also stated that 
people living near the cemetery said they could hear babies crying at night.8  
 
These accounts are similar to the well-documented Mexican legend of La Llorona, which is the story of a 
woman who threw her children into a river and, after realizing her mistake, began crying out for them every 
night. This legend is very popular throughout the southwest and Mexico as a cautionary tale warning children 
to be indoors by nightfall. Parents claim that La Llorona still roams around the nearby rivers and lakes and 
that those listening can hear her cries at night.9 
 
An additional cemetery name of Stringtown can be attributed to the geographic location of the cemetery, two 
miles northwest of what was once a town called Stringtown. (Editor’s note: San Pedro Cemetery is 
approximately two miles roughly southeast of the former Stringtown area. THC 2008) It is unknown if 
Stringtown residents were buried at San Pedro. 

                                                 
1 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. San Pedro Cemetery Association — History. Online at 
www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-Pedro.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 Historic Texas Cemetery Designation, 2006. 
6 Helen Contreras. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, July 26, 2007. 
7 Diane Insley. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, June 1, 2007.  
8 T.L. Torres. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, July 26, 2007. 
9 Joe Hayes, The Day it Snowed Tortillas (El Paso: Cinco Puntos Press, 2003), p. 89. 
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Gateway Arch 
At some point in the history of the cemetery a metal arch eight to ten feet tall was erected at the southwest 
entrance to the cemetery with the words Cementerio San Pedro.10 The arch was stolen sometime between the 
late 1960s and the early 1980s.11 John Carrillo, archivist for the San Pedro Cemetery Association has made a 
sketch of the arch based on the memories of many people associated with the cemetery, with the intent of 
having a replica made in the near future.12 
 
Vandalism and Awareness 
In the early morning hours of August 27, 2003, two men vandalized both San Pedro and nearby Guadalupe 
cemeteries. Although it appeared that no gravemarkers, statuaries or grave goods had been stolen from San 
Pedro, the vandals damaged more than 200 hundred gravemarkers at both cemeteries. Between the two 
cemeteries there was $60,000 in damages. The two men were convicted of the crimes.13 Perhaps the vandals 
attacked the Mexican American cemeteries because they are more marginalized and vulnerable.14 Both San 
Pedro and Guadalupe cemeteries are located at the edge of town and are not well secured or protected.15 
Until more research is completed, it will be difficult to understand why this happened and what can be done 
to stop it.16 
 
This vandalism sparked a demand from the San Pedro Cemetery Association and the surrounding community 
to protect and preserve the cemetery. At this turning point, a volunteer pool of descendants made efforts to 
begin mapping, surveying and inventorying the cemetery.17 
 
In 2001, the San Pedro Cemetery Association recognized a littering problem and placed two signs on the 
fence, one at each entrance to the cemetery, asking visitors to help keep the cemetery clean.18  
 
Cemetery Walks and Other Customs 
The City of San Marcos celebrated its sesquicentennial, 
or 150th birthday, in 2001. As part of the birthday, 
observance cemetery walks were scheduled from 2-5 pm 
at three local cemeteries ― San Marcos, San Pedro and 
San Marcos-Blanco ― on Sunday, October 14 that year. 
A cemetery walk provides history on a particular site and 
promotes awareness of its significance. At San Pedro 
Cemetery in particular, the event included a moment of 
silence and a presentation about the founders of the 
cemetery. Community members and attendees were 
invited to walk the cemetery grounds. The Hays County 
Historical Commission promoted the event in the San 
Marcos Daily Record and approximately 80 people 
attended.19 

                                                 
10 John Carrillo. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, June 28, 2007. 
11 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
12 Carrillo, 2007. 
13 David Mendoza. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, June 25, 2007. 
14 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. Vandalism. Online at www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-
Pedro/Vandalism.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
15 Ibid  
16 Ibid  
17 Carrillo, 2007. 
18 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
19 “Today’s Cemetery Walks will open doors to history of area.” San Marcos Daily Record, 89th year, No. 158; October 14, 
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Catholic cemeteries are typically on consecrated, or holy, ground. The vandalism of 2003 desecrated the 
cemetery, so Bishop Gregory Aymond chose All Saint’s Day to re-consecrate both San Pedro and Guadalupe 
cemeteries.20 Because some Catholics are buried at San Pedro Cemetery, it was re-consecrated on November 
1, 2003. The San Pedro Cemetery Association held a re-consecration of the cemetery following the August 
vandalism to restore the holiness of the place and promote cemetery awareness in the community around it. 
The event was attended by Father Kevin Manion of St. John’s Catholic Church in San Marcos and by Bishop 
Gregory Aymond of the Catholic Diocese of Austin. The event included a blessing and a presentation on the 
history and religious significance of the cemetery. The Hays County Historical Commission promoted this 
event also in the San Marcos Daily Record and about 65 people attended.21 
 

CURRENT CONDITIONS 
 
Monuments 
In 1933, a group of people closely associated with San Pedro Cemetery 
erected a nine-foot-tall monument, which is still standing today, in the 
center of the cemetery.22 The monument consists of a three-tiered base 
made of what seems to be rock and mortar and is topped with a large 
tiled cross. Many colors and shapes make up the intricate pattern of tiles 
on the cross. Turquoise, yellow, red, orange, green and white tiles create a 
pattern of six large, diamond-shaped tiles as well as a star inlaid on the 
front. The remainder of the tiles vary in shape and size, all inlaid around 
the two patterns. 
 
On the front of the topmost tier, engraved in cement, there is an inscription that at one time read, 1933, Obra 
de la Buena Voluntad, Cementerio San Pedro,23 translated 1933, Work of the Good Will, San Pedro Cemetery.24 Now, 
due to weathering, all that is left of the original inscription is voluntad, 1933 and Cementerio San Pedro. The 

monument divides the original two acres from the additional two 
acres purchased at the time of the monument’s completion. The 
monument commemorates the growth of the cemetery and the 
work of the community around it.25  
 
In the 70 years following its completion, the weather wore the 
stone base of the monument and moss began to cover its 
surface. In preparation for the sesquicentennial cemetery walk in 
2001, Helen Contreras, secretary for the San Pedro Cemetery 
Association, and her husband Edward Contreras cleaned the 
base and painted it white.26 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
2001, p. 6A. 
20 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. Vandalism. Online at www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-
Pedro/Vandalism.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
21 “Cemeteries.” San Marcos Daily Record, 92nd Year, No. 154; October 31, 2003, p. 1A. 
22 Contreras, 2007. 
23 Adolfo Villanueva. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, July 17, 2007. 
24 Contreras, 2007. 
25 Contreras, 2007. 
26 Contreras, 2007. 
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Landscape and Maintenance 
In the past, descendants were responsible for landscaping and grounds maintenance and would gather once a 
month to use scythes to cut the grass. Lawn mowers became more widely used in the 1960s.27 In the 1980s, 
Irineo Torres, then president of the cemetery, established a contractual agreement with the county for 
grounds maintenance and a crew comes to the cemetery once a month for cemetery upkeep. The county crew 
picks up tree limbs and garbage, brings in dirt when needed and mows the grass.28 
 
San Pedro Cemetery has a mix of cultural plants, brought in and planted by 
descendants and loved ones, as well as natural plant material. Natural and 
native plants at the cemetery include a mix of oaks and other trees. In 
addition to natives, visitors see cultural additions such as crepe myrtle, Italian 
cypress, palms, arborvitae and lilies. Many of these are planted directly on 
individual graves. 
 
Artificial plants and flowers, along with other decorative elements, are 
common at San Pedro Cemetery. These are usually arranged on graves in 
large, colorful displays. Many of the graves have seasonal decorations, often 
displaying spring or winter flowers, or even holiday decorations for 
Christmas. (See the section Grave Decoration for more information.) 
 
There is no public water source at San Pedro Cemetery.29 However, there is a pond on the other side of CR 
266/Old Bastrop Highway, at a lower elevation than the cemetery, that may indicate a good source of  
ground water.  
 
Structures 

Descansos, commonly found in Mexican American 
cemeteries, are used to shelter both the deceased and the 
mourners during the final rites.30 Sometime before 1938, 
volunteers built a descanso near the main entrance to the 
cemetery which is along the southern boundary. In the 
past, when funeral homes were not available, wakes or all-
night vigils were usually held in the deceased’s home. 
Rosaries would be recited either at home, at church or at 
the descanso, while final prayers were held at the cemetery 
right before the burial.31 
 

The descanso at San Pedro Cemetery was a wooden structure with a tin roof and a dirt floor. Most people 
associated with the cemetery agree that there were three walled sides and one open side. The walled sides had 
open windows with shutters. There was a wooden table in the center of the descanso and benches built 
against the walls. During viewings, there were no decorations used except occasional flowers placed on the 
casket. On November 1 and 2, Dia de los Santos and Dia de los Difuntos (All Saint’s Day and All Soul’s 
Day), days when Mexican Americans remember and honor the dead by visiting and decorating their graves, a 
Catholic mass would sometimes be offered at the descanso.32 This descanso eventually deteriorated. 
 

                                                 
27 Irineo Torres Jr. Interview with Jillian McCoy, San Marcos, Texas, August 28, 2007. 
28 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
29 Carrillo, 2007. 
30 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. Gravesite Images — Descansos. Online at www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-
Pedro/Images.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
31 Ibid  
32 Ibid  



 8

At the same location of the original descanso, descendants of those associated with the cemetery began 
building a new descanso in the 1960s and completed the wooden frame. The descendants did not complete 
construction of the descanso, but the frame still stands, showing signs of weathering.33 
 
Roads and Pathways 
From the southwest entrance, a short gravel driveway extends approximately 40 feet into the center of the 
cemetery. Descendants brought in the gravel for this driveway in the 1970s,34 and it is primarily used during 
funerals. Although there are no designated walking paths in the cemetery, it is easy to walk between the 
graves. 
 
Parking is available on the northeast side of the cemetery at the Hays County Cemetery annex. Pedestrian 
access into the cemetery is also available through a gate on the southeast side of the cemetery, in the middle 
of the fence, in addition to the main entry along Posey Road. 
 
Perimeters and Fencing Types 
There are two types of boundary fencing around San Pedro 
Cemetery. The northwest side of the cemetery has a portion of the 
original barbed wire fencing that once enclosed the entire cemetery. 
Volunteers replaced the other three sides with chain link fencing 
from the late 1970s to the early 1980s. 35 
 
An interesting feature of the original boundary demarcation is the set 
of four stone corner posts that were installed with the original 
cemetery fencing,36 which was comprised of barbed wire and cedar 
posts. The stone corner posts are a conglomerate of rock from a 
nearby field, shells and cement mortar.37 There are iron hooks down the sides that held iron poles around 
which the barbed wire was secured. The post at the northeast corner of the cemetery is still standing, and the 
metal pole still held by the hooks has some barbed wire wrapped around it, although it is not in use. The post 
at the northwest corner of the cemetery is still in its original corner, but is lying on its side. The southwest 
post is now on the west side of the fence, outside of the cemetery, broken in two. Descendants placed the 
post from the southeast side of the cemetery on its side near a group of plots on the south side of the 
cemetery. The descendants placed it there so it would not be in the way during the fence replacement 
sometime in the 1970s.38 These rock corner posts also appear to be made out of the same materials that 
volunteers used to build the three-tiered base of the monument in the center of the cemetery.  
 
Historic iron fencing surrounds some of the individual graves in the southeast quadrant, which is the oldest 
section of the cemetery. Many of the fences have been damaged, some with sections missing. Woven and 
wrought and cast iron fencing is commonly found in historic cemeteries and is an important contributing 
element to a cemetery. The historic fencing at the site is described in greater detail later in this document. 
 
Many years ago, a three-to four-foot tall revolving pedestrian gate was centrally located along Old Bastrop 
Road. This gate was likely installed around the same time that the cemetery was fenced, following the addition 
in 1933. It was an antique wrought iron gate that local men installed to keep cows out of the cemetery. It was 

                                                 
33 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
34 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
35 Torres, 2007. 
36 Torres, 2007. 
37 Torres, 2007. 
38 Torres, 2007. 
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likely removed sometime in the 1960s and was later replaced with the swinging chain link gate that is part of 
the current cemetery chain link fence.39 
 
Security  
Although there is no security lighting at San Pedro Cemetery, it is completely fenced with limited access by 
car. Patrollers from the sheriff’s department drive by regularly, at the request of the San Pedro Cemetery 
Association.40 
 
Current Survey and Mapping Systems 
The San Pedro Cemetery Association responded to the vandalism in 2003 by increasing public awareness of 
the cemetery. The San Pedro Cemetery Association called a general meeting of the public, and those in 
attendance decided that measures should be taken to further secure and preserve the cemetery. At the top of 
the priority list was a complete inventory of the deceased buried in the cemetery. John Carrillo, archivist for 
the San Pedro Cemetery Association, completed an individual gravemarker survey and developed a map of 
the cemetery over the next year and a half following the vandalism. He did so with the help of many 
volunteers which he invited at the general meeting to join him the following weekend. Groups from Texas 
State University and St. John’s Catholic Church scheduled times to help with the survey, and interested 
community members stopped to help. Many went to the cemetery simply to help stabilize the damaged 
gravemarkers and historic plot fencing and began helping with the overall survey effort. 
 

The cemetery association developed a mapping system that divides the 
cemetery into quadrants categorized as northeast, southeast, northwest and 
southwest. Within those quadrants, there are rows indicated inside the 
cemetery by white wooden markers with labels indicating the row number. 
The wooden markers have slanted plastic caps to keep the rain from 
damaging them. Carrillo and the volunteers used PVC pipe to mark graves 
that had no gravemarker. 
 
The survey includes all of the known graves in the cemetery and any 
information available on them, including grave number, plot location, first 
name, middle initial, last name, date of birth, date of death, gravemarker 
text/rank, frame, type and if the lot is available.41 

 
COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
San Pedro Cemetery provides a window into the heart and soul of a community with a rich cultural heritage. 
An abundance of colorful, handmade markers and traditional historic styles are mixed with modern markers 
to reveal an interesting variety of family traditions and religious expression. The originality of grave 
decorations left by mourners represents unique and respectful devotion to past generations.  
 
Community 
Generations of families have volunteered their time and efforts to San Pedro Cemetery. Some of the current 
officers of the San Pedro Cemetery Association serve in positions once held by their grandfathers, fathers and 
uncles. Siblings, John Carrillo and Helen Contreras serve as board members, their father, Octaviano Carrillo, 
Jr. served as board secretary, and their grandfather, Octaviano Carrillo, Sr. served as the original board 

                                                 
39 Irineo Torres Jr., 2007. 
40 T.L. Torres, 2007. 
41 Carrillo, 2007. 
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president. 42 Another example of the tradition of family involvement includes the Torres family. Irineo 
Torres, Sr. served as board president for more than 40 years until his death in 2001.43 The Torres family 
continues to serve San Pedro Cemetery Association with current co-chairmen T.L. Torres, Irineo Torres, Jr. 
and Tirso Torres, and treasurer Joe Torres. 
 
A history of farming is associated with San Pedro Cemetery and was highlighted during the City of San 
Marcos’ Sesquicentennial Celebration in October 2001. The cemetery association chose to honor two former 
farmers during a celebratory cemetery walk on October 14 of that year. Luis Rosales was a local farmer who 
collected money for the purchase of the original two acres of land for the cemetery from the Johnson family 
and is considered one of the founders of the cemetery. Also recognized was Jose Valdez who farmed in the 
area and made various contributions to the cemetery.44 Stories such as these help communicate the rural 
heritage surrounding San Pedro Cemetery and impact the cemetery’s ongoing transformation to a suburban 
setting. 

 
The San Pedro Cemetery Association responded to the vandalism in 2003 with 
immediate action to protect the future of the cemetery. Helen Contreras explained 
how many families came to the cemetery after reading about the vandalism in local 
papers. She remembers the emotional reaction as a day of mourning, with 
descendants ignoring the impulse to repair damaged markers in order to assist law 
enforcement with documentation.45 Since the vandalism, many families have made 
efforts to repair and preserve the cemetery. An example of this effort involves a 
sign posted at each entrance of the cemetery that memorializes a child whose 
marker was vandalized. Although the message is a simple reminder to keep the 
cemetery clean, the meaning behind the sign reflects the time and materials donated 
by her family in support of the cemetery.46 This is representative of the type of 
dedication and devotion many families have for their loved ones in San Pedro 
Cemetery. 
 

As in many cemeteries, veterans are honored here with engraved markers displaying military branch and rank. 
Information found on the Historic Texas Cemetery (HTC) designation application indicates veterans from 
four wars including World War I, World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam are buried at the site.47 The total number of veterans 
buried at San Pedro Cemetery is unknown; however, their 
contribution continues to be respected with the placement of 
American flags on many gravesites.48 
 
The HTC designation application also lists fraternal and insurance 
organizations found in the cemetery. These include Woodmen of 
the World, the Catholic Order of Foresters and Knights of 
Columbus.49 No plot designation exists for these groups within the 
cemetery but the affiliation is designated by individual markers.50 
 

                                                 
42 Helen Contreras. Interview with Cayley Birchfield, October 31, 2007.  
43 “Today’s Cemetery Walks will open doors to history of area.” San Marcos Daily Record, 89th edition. No.158; October 
14, 2001.  
44 Ibid, San Marcos Daily Record, 2001. 
45 Helen Contreras, 2007. 
46 Helen Contreras, 2007. 
47 Historic Texas Cemetery Designation, 2006. 
48 John Carrillo, Telephone interview with Cayley Birchfield, October 26, 2007. 
49 Historic Texas Cemetery Designation, 2006. 
50 Gilbert Cavazos, Telephone interview with Cayley Birchfield, November 7, 2007. 
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Religious Affiliations and Burial Customs 
The religious affiliations associated with San Pedro Cemetery include several local denominations. The HTC 
designation application lists representation from the Catholic, Protestant, Methodist and Baptist religions.51 
Additional religions are represented including Presbyterian.52  
 
As mentioned earlier, Ana Juárez, Ph.D., associate professor for the Department of Anthropology at Texas 
State University explained that deceased Catholics must be buried in hallowed or holy ground blessed by a 
priest. This is commonly referred to as consecration and occurred during the original land purchase, then 
again after the vandalism in 2003.53 Helen Contreras explained that graveside services vary depending on the 
religion of the family. In some cases, the celebration consists of prayer or a hymn. She also noted that a board 
member typically attends each service.54 
 

Grave Decoration 
At first glance, the San Pedro Cemetery, like many other 
Mexican American cemeteries, displays a colorful assortment 
of statues, flowers and other types of grave decorations. The 
sacred and secular items and images found at gravesites, such 
as crosses, crucifixes, saints, candles, flowers and 
photographs, closely mirror the home altars and shrines 
constructed by many Mexican Americans.55 
 
The Virgin Mary, La Virgen de Guadalupe and La Virgen de 
San Juan are all widely represented throughout the cemetery 
and many graves have painted statues of the Virgins ranging 
in size from a few inches to several feet in height. Statues of 
La Virgen de Guadalupe are also common and have similar 
height ranges. She is considered to be a national symbol of 
Mexico, and continues to be very important for Mexican 
Americans; her image can be seen in the form of statues, 
plaques and engravings.56 The Virgins can be found in small, 
recessed openings within grave markers and larger handmade 
structures. Terry Jordan’s book Texas Graveyards: a Cultural 
Legacy describes these recessed openings of gravemarkers 
found throughout Mexican American cemeteries as relicaritos 

and nichos. Jordan describes relicaritos as reminiscent of a miniature shrine or small reliquary found in the 
yards of some Mexican homes. The description of nichos includes a small, recessed opening in a gravemarker, 
usually glass covered.57 Further information from Dr. Juárez indicates that the larger structures in San Pedro 
Cemetery are relicaritos and the smaller examples are nichos. She also explained nichos are used to house 

                                                 
51 Historic Texas Cemetery Designation, 2006. 
52 Helen Contreras, 2007. 
53 Dr. Ana Juárez, Interview with Cayley Birchfield, October 18, 2007 
54 Helen Contreras, 2007. 
55 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. Gravesite Images — Virgins. Online at www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-
Pedro/Images.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
56 Ibid  
57 Terry G. Jordan, Texas Graveyards: a Cultural Legacy, University of Texas Press, 8th edition, (2004), pp. 78-79. 
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candles, crucifixes and smaller mementos to remember loved ones;58 however, the terms are often used 
interchangeably, and differ throughout families, cities, counties, regions and states. 
 
An example of a handcrafted wooden relicarito is at the grave of Juanita Medellin. The relicarito is enclosed 
on three sides and painted with a representation of a landscape scene. Hinged plexiglass reveals a painted 

statue of the Virgin Mary and is topped with a single gabled 
roof. The painted statue is visible through the plexiglass. A 
similar gabled structure elsewhere in the cemetery houses a 
brightly painted Virgin of Guadalupe visible through a plexiglass 
front. 
 
Nichos found in the cemetery vary in size with the recessed 
opening ranging from few inches to a foot in height. The depth 
of a nicho relates to the contents found in the opening. For 
example, within San Pedro Cemetery there is a handcrafted 
concrete cross inlaid with three shards of glass representing the 
top points of the cross. It has a nicho housing a picture covered 
in glass, and is smaller in nature. Due to weathering, it is unclear 
if the picture represents a religious depiction or the deceased. 
However, significantly larger examples of nichos can be found 
throughout San Pedro holding such things as religious statues 
and candles.  
 
The abundance of relicaritos and nichos are further 
complemented by a variety of flowers, shells and other grave 
decorations. Flowers decorate gravesites along the length of 
plots and the base of markers. Flowers are arranged in vases and 

pots left in remembrance. Wreaths decorated with flowers and offerings are attached to cross-shaped markers 
with wire. Natural bushes and plantings in the cemetery are common, but brightly colored, artificial flowers 
dominate the landscape, especially following the observance of All Saints Day. In many cases, artificial 
flowers are chosen as grave decorations throughout the year due to their availability and resilience. Artificial 
or real, the use of flowers and other bright decorations is one way to identify a Mexican American cemetery at 
a glance. 
 
Traditionally, the use of shells embedded within 
cemetery gravemarkers and a concrete border is very 
common among Mexican American gravesites. Several 
nichos made from concrete have shells pressed along 
the edges of the recessed opening. When asked about 
the significance of the shells throughout the cemetery, 
Helen Contreras believes it was a family’s own way of 
decorating the grave.59 Terry Jordan’s book describes 
shell use in this same light; however, he also attaches a 
magico-religious significance to the practice. He 
mentions how this custom can also be seen in 
churches, chapels and front yard shrines throughout 
Texas, Mexico and Spain, suggesting a deeper meaning 
behind this tradition.60  

                                                 
58 Dr. Ana Juárez, 2007. 
59 Helen Contreras, 2007. 
60 Terry Jordan, Texas Graveyards: a Cultural Legacy, 2004, p. 84. 
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Other decorations found throughout the cemetery acknowledge different holiday traditions. Examples of 
these traditions include markers wrapped in Christmas garland and Easter baskets filled with plastic eggs. 
American flags adorn the graves of veterans and are found throughout the cemetery grounds. Stuffed animals 
and small figurines are located on burials representing people of all ages. Toy cars are found as well, but one 
gravesite includes an engraved depiction of a vintage pickup truck on the modern granite marker. A toy 
model of the same pickup has been left at the base of the grave marker.  
 
Pictures of deceased loved ones can be found throughout the cemetery, but one recent example encompasses 
pictures into the border of the burial site. Concrete curbing outlining the burial plot is embedded with color 
pictures of family members and protected by plexiglass. This and other decorations exemplify the opportunity 
for each family to provide a unique expression of its traditions and culture. 
 
Marker Styles 
One of the most visible examples of tile markers in the cemetery includes the large, center monument erected 
in 1933. The style of broken tile and color scheme used in the monument are found in smaller scale 
throughout the grounds, which suggests a coherent style. 
 

Crosses are one of the defining characteristics of Mexican American cemeteries, 
coming in many forms and using many materials.61 There are a large number of tiled, 
handcrafted cross markers at San Pedro Cemetery in different designs and color 
schemes. Mr. Gilbert Cavazos of Los Angeles Funeral Home explained the use of tile 
markers as a cultural tradition passed down through families over the years. He 
further stated that financial burden could also be a factor in their abundance.62 Dr. 
Juárez explains that tile is cheap and easy to find.63 Helen Contreras’ grandfather’s 
marker was made by her uncle with pieces of broken tile because it is colorful and 
easy to get when a person passes.64 

 
Wooden crosses are another type of handcrafted 
marker evident in the cemetery. Many of the crosses 
in San Pedro Cemetery are replacements of original 
wooden markers and have no information about the 
deceased. Fence posts, pickets or wooden planks are 
materials that have been used to make wooden 
crosses. One example is a large fence post with small 
pieces of wood attached in an upward motion to 
complete the cross. Helen Contreras believes this 
cross was put together with materials on the 
cemetery grounds by board members to designate a 
grave location after the vandalism in 2003.65 Due to 
the widespread destruction of markers at that time, 
many new markers were made or ordered. Examples 
of wooden crosses such as these are on the graves of 
Benito and Felipa Munoz. Although their burial locations are separated by other markers, the crosses are 
visually connected due to the cut of the lumber and engraving method used.  

                                                 
61 Ana Juarez, Ph.D. Gravesite Images — Crosses. Online at www.txstate.edu/anthropology/centers/Cemetery/San-
Pedro/Images.html (accessed June 20, 2008). 
62 Gilbert Cavazos, 2007. 
63 Dr. Ana Juárez, 2007. 
64 Helen Contreras, 2007.  
65 Ibid, 2007. 
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Handcrafted concrete markers vary in style, but are prevalent throughout 
the cemetery. Molds in different styles are used to create crosses, bases or 
tablets. Identifying information and decoration are pressed into the 
concrete before it completely dries. Metal funeral home marker plates are 
sometimes pressed into concrete markers as well. One example is a small-
shouldered concrete tablet with a nicho. Identifying information such as 
name and birth and death dates are pressed in to the concrete as well as 
additional memorialization such as the outline of baby shoes.  
 
There is a mix of both modern and handcrafted gravemarkers in San Pedro 
Cemetery. Some markers have a combination of both elements, with 
embellishments and concrete borders on more modern-style gravemarker materials. The mixture and variety 
of marker types suggest that the type chosen is not family specific, but a traditional or economic decision at 
the time of death. 
 
Artistic Contributions 

As previously mentioned, handcrafted markers and the use of tile are the 
contributions of local family members. However, two markers are inlaid with 
hand-painted tile. The grave of Francisco Gallegos depicts a painted depiction 
of Christ with the crown of thorns consisting of 12 tiles. The outer edges of the 
tile are chipped away with the upper left tile missing. Although beautiful, the 
marker information lists the year of passing as 1988 and suggested the lifespan 
of this type of tile as unfortunately short. No evidence of who painted the tile 
or where it was purchased exists. 
 
Another significant example of this use of tile is 
found at the grave of Guadalupe Chavarria. The 
tile is a brightly painted depiction of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe set on a white background with an 

intricate blue border. It is signed with the words Talavera and Ramos Corona in 
the lower right corner above the blue border. According to Dr. Juárez, Talavera 
tile is sold locally in small shops around San Marcos and San Antonio. She also 
explained that Talavera tile is found in the Puebla region of Mexico and is used 
in homes as decoration.66 At this time, no link can 
be made between this Talavera tile and a Pueblan 
artisan. However, it is significant to mention the 
existence of the hand-painted tiles because the 
deceased dates on the Gallegos marker of 1988 and 
the Chavarria marker of 1998 might suggest a new 
trend in marker embellishment and any efforts 
towards preservation of such decorations should  
be made. 
 
Historic Fencing and Other Boundaries of Individual and Family Burial Plots 
The majority of historic graveguards, fencing around individual gravesites, is concentrated in the southeast 
quadrant of San Pedro Cemetery at the corner of Old Bastrop Highway and Posey Road ― one of the original 
sections of the cemetery. A variety of designs and manufactures are present, consisting of woven wire as well 
as cast and wrought iron. 

                                                 
66 Dr. Ana Juárez, 2007. 
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A portion of the graveguards were manufactured by The Stewart Iron 
Works Company, based in Covington, Kentucky. During the early 
1900s, the company claimed to be “the World’s Largest Fencemaker,”67 
and can typically be identified by the shield-shaped company emblem 
affixed to the center of an entrance gate, if one exists.  
 
Most of the graveguards found in the cemetery would have been 
ordered by catalog and shipped by train to the nearest railroad station 
for pickup. It is difficult to date individual graveguards, but The Stewart 
Iron Works Company began operations in 1886 and remained popular 
through the 1930s. Metal fencing could originally be painted black, green, white or custom colors. Remnants 
of an original paint color may still exist in protected joints or intricate details. One graveguard in San Pedro 
Cemetery is complete with a historic lock, while others are without a gate or means of entering the plot 
surface without stepping over the fence. 
 
It is generally difficult to decipher gravemarker data within the graveguards in San Pedro. Therefore, a 
connection between names and dates of the deceased cannot establish a family tradition or defined decade of 
fence construction. Existing historic fencing did not receive damage during the vandalism of 2003.68 

 
Curbing, a low concrete border surrounding individual and family burial plots, 
is commonly used in San Pedro Cemetery. The practice of outlining a burial 
boundary with concrete may have been adapted by family members working at 
nearby ranches and farms who had experience with livestock dipping. Often 
large animals such as cattle would have to be treated for ticks, which had the 
possibility of spreading Texas fever to other livestock. By the turn of the 
century, a dipping process to rid the cattle of ticks had been developed and was 
widely used.69 To treat livestock, two or more concrete walls, in which 
livestock could swim or walk through, were necessary. The construction of 
these walls would have been very similar to the construction of curbing around 
burial plots. 

 
Cultural and Promotional Events 
The strong cultural heritage and community spirit of San Pedro Cemetery have 
manifested themselves through past traditions, carried to the present and 
hopefully future through family links and planned traditional events like 
celebrating Dia de los Muertos. When asked if any scheduled gatherings for 
maintenance or decorating exists today, Helen Contreras said that maintenance 
and decorating is done throughout the year by families. The culture of both those 
buried within San Pedro and their living family and friends within the surrounding 
community is reflected in every aspect of the cemetery. Culture is embedded 
within the grave fencing of San Pedro Cemetery, from the Spanish-inscribed 
gravemarkers, to the statues of La Virgen de Guadalupe. Only continued support, 
practice and maintenance will allow for those traditions to live on for future 
generations; educating them on another important aspect of life, their culture.  
 

                                                 
67 The Stewart Iron Works Company product catalog, 1996 
68 John Carrillo, 2007. 
69 Mary G. Ramos. Texas Almanac, 1990-1991. Online at www.texasalmanac.com/history/highlights/cattle/ (accessed 
July 14, 2008). 
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POLICIES AND PRESERVATION PRINCIPLES 
 
San Pedro Cemetery is governed by bylaws set by the cemetery association and the Texas Health and Safety 
Code. Additional principles and documents that help guide decisions are the Standards for the Preservation 
of Historic Cemeteries and the document Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation Guidelines. Once bylaws 
are set by an association, county and state agencies assist in the protection of historic cemeteries.  
 
San Pedro Cemetery Association Bylaws and Procedures 
The bylaws of San Pedro Cemetery consist of 13 articles that have been followed since the establishment of 
the cemetery in the early 1900s. 70 These bylaws were introduced in Spanish January 3, 1909,71 and then 
translated to English in August 2005 by Leticia Garza Falcon.72 These articles govern purchases, maintenance 
and boundaries of burial plots and state the rules, regulations and election information governing the board 
of directors of San Pedro Cemetery Association.  
 
Standards for Preserving Historic Cemeteries  
The Standards for Preserving Historic Cemeteries provided by 
the THC are a set of eight standards to ensure ongoing and 
appropriate preservation of historic cemeteries.73 These 
standards are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Preservation Planning.74 Currently, the cemetery 
association and volunteers have implemented several of the 
standards, which will provide focus for future generations 
when new problems or questions might arise. The standards 
include an ongoing inventory and preservation of the features 
and unique qualities of the property. Other standards warn 
against alteration of the landscape and repairing, cleaning 
and/or replacing significant objects. Finally, they serve as a 
reminder to respect the natural changes that occur over time and the need to protect San Pedro’s historic 
integrity against future changes or new construction. The Standards for Preserving Historic Cemeteries are 
included in the appendix of this document.  
 
Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation Guidelines 
The Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation Guidelines include information about topics important to 
historic cemeteries such as perpetual care, ownership, dedication, abandonment and access.75 All state policies 
relating to historic cemeteries are addressed, including funding and establishment of perpetual care 
cemeteries. Volunteers can use the guidelines as an introduction to appropriate treatments and practices for 
historic cemeteries as well as an introduction to the Texas Health and Safety Code. The San Pedro Cemetery 
Association has been able to use the guidelines to assist in the decision making process and has benefited 
from samples and forms contained within.  
 

                                                 
70 Historic Texas Cemetery Designation, San Pedro Cemetery, Hays County History, prepared by John Carrillo, Elena 
Carrillo Contreras, Ofelia Vasquez-Philo, October 1, 2005.  
71 Bylaws Governing the San Pedro Cemetery, prepared by San Pedro Cemetery Board of Directors, January 3, 1909. 
72 Dr. Ana Juárez, 2007. 
73 Standards for Preserving Historic Cemeteries, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, TX, 2007.  
74 Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Preservation Planning, National Park Service, 1990, 1992. 
www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide/preserve/preserve_standards.htm. 
75 Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation Guidelines, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, TX, 2007, pp. 2-6. 
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The Local Cemetery Laws section of the guidelines provides information on how local law enforcement 
agencies partner with historic cemeteries.76 This section explains the role of the county commissioner’s court 
and provides an overview of the Health and Safety Code as it relates to historic cemeteries as well as 
introducing the State Antiquities Code and the Texas Penal Code. Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation 
Guidelines is available online at www.thc.state.tx.us/publications/guidelines/Preservecem.pdf. 

                                                 
76Preserving Historic Cemeteries: Texas Preservation Guidelines, p. 4.  
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PRESERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The cemetery preservation programs of the Texas Historical Commission, including the RIP Guardian 
program, provide technical information and preservation tools to cemetery preservation volunteers. San 
Pedro Cemetery Association members have made a significant contribution to local and state history through 
their stewardship of the site, and are encouraged to continue balancing anticipated growth with careful 
management of this historic resource. 
 
As growth continues at a rapid pace around San Pedro Cemetery, both car and foot traffic will increase. The 
cemetery is accessible by two heavily trafficked roads, both of which are about to become busier as more 
homes are built and area population increases. This is a critical time to raise awareness of the cemetery in 
order to provide a level of protection and security through local support. 
 
San Pedro Cemetery Association members have a great respect for the history of the cemetery and the 
specific elements that contribute to the uniqueness of the site. While the current workplan is not purely 
preservation or conservation based, it is the hope of the RIP Guardian program that over time the association 
will add additional preservation-based goals and actions regarding the existing cemetery site to future 
workplan updates.  
 
Issues such as land acquisition and improvements to the site were priority for participants, and those 
concerns are evident in San Pedro Cemetery Association’s workplan. Below are recommendations to be 
considered in addition to the goals and actions identified by participants. 
 
Continue individual gravemarkers survey efforts and expand recordation of contributing elements. 

 Prioritize broken gravemarkers for repair. Place priority on gravemarkers that are tilted or leaning, in 
addition to gravemarkers that are already broken. 

 Photograph broken and damaged tile gravemarkers ― especially tile crosses and artist-signed hand-
painted tile ― once a year to chart deterioration. 

 Plan a historic fencing (graveguard) survey to record current conditions. Use available form and 
information located in the RIP Guardian Guidebook. 

 Secure and reset the two displaced composite cornerstones ― one in the adjacent field and the other 
possibly placed as a gravemarker ― and repair all four with appropriate materials. 

 Conduct a tree and cultural plant survey. Both a hard copy and electronic form and sample are 
available in the RIP Guardian Guidebook. Consider inviting members of the Hays County master 
gardener program to participate. 

 Consult resources such as the National Center for Preservation Technology and Training for 
educational DVDs and online resources, such as Iron Fence Repair and Application and Preparation of 
Limewash to assist in repairs of historic fencing and masonry. 

 
Share the history and uniqueness of San Pedro Cemetery with visitors and local support 
organizations. 

 Continue research about the original descanso, including collecting photographs of the original and 
oral histories from volunteers who helped build it.  

 Explore ways to share information about the historic cemetery by developing a website or brochure 
for visitors. Contact the RIP Guardian coordinator for examples. 

 Continue inviting members of the Hays County Historical Commission to events and meetings. 
 Consider working with the county historical commission and other public organizations to identify 

ways to store public information in a safe, accessible location. 
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Continue steps to organize and grow the San Pedro Cemetery Association and recruit volunteers. 
 Erect signage at main entrance with cemetery association contact information and cemetery visitation 

hours. See the RIP Guardian Guidebook for examples. 
 Request samples of cemetery association officer responsibilities and duties, and develop an 

association handbook. 
 Work with RIP Guardian coordinator to establish preservation and maintenance guidelines for 

individuals tending to family graves. 
 Recruit volunteers to participate as committee members of the cemetery association. 
 Contact local law enforcement and work with surrounding neighbors to form a watch group for  

the cemetery. 
 Continue developing public events such as a Dia de los Muertos celebration and an open house or 

tour for the public. 
 
As outlined in the standards, remember that any new construction should be undertaken only if it will not 
affect the historic integrity of San Pedro Cemetery. Efforts should be focused on survey, mapping and halting 
further deterioration of gravemarkers, nichos, relicaritos, monuments and other existing elements. Unmarked 
graves do not necessarily need to be marked if they were not marked initially, however efforts should be 
made to identify these burials. Rather than creating materials that did not exist before, focus efforts on 
detailed mapping and maintenance of burial location information and ensure the information is kept in a 
publicly available manner. Advanced preservation and conservation efforts should be undertaken only with 
the assistance of a professional. 
 
San Pedro Cemetery is one of the last reminders of the original rural context of southeastern Hays County. 
While the landscape around the site may change dramatically, we thank San Pedro Cemetery Association for 
its commitment to preserving a historic resource that helps tell the real stories of Texas. 
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SAN PEDRO CEMETERY WORKPLAN 
 
While the history and contextual information provides the recorded knowledge about historic San Pedro 
Cemetery, the workplan is the heart of this document. The San Pedro Cemetery RIP Guardians met from 
April through September 2008 to identify goals and determine related actions to retain the historic integrity of 
the site and plan a direction for future preservation and conservation efforts. All board members had the 
opportunity to contribute to the workplan.  
 
This workplan becomes a working document for the cemetery association that can be updated as actions are 
accomplished and new goals identified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highest goals 
 Organize 

association efforts. 
 Explore sensitive 

cemetery 
expansion. 

Higher goals 
 Document the history and 

existing conditions. 
 Develop and enhance 

partnerships that promote 
historic San Pedro Cemetery. 

 Maintain and improve the 
physical condition of the 
cemetery. 

High goals 
 Plan and practice 

appropriate 
preservation and 
conservation methods. 
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Participants brainstormed and prioritized goals. During this process, six goal themes for the historic cemetery 
became evident: to organize, document, partner, improve, grow and conserve. Preservation and conservation 
of the historic cemetery is a clear priority, and should be balanced with all other goals to ensure growth and 
maintenance practices that respect the integrity of the site. 
 
After goals were prioritized, participants identified actions for each and assigned a timeline for completion. 
The group determined that actions and associated tasks will be carried out by interested and available board 
members rather than assigning responsibilities at the time of workplan production. The San Pedro Cemetery 
workplan is a guide for education and growth over the next five to seven years, so the timeline associated 
with action completion will be used to determine which steps should occur before others, rather than 
imposing a deadline.  
 
Timeline 
1 = immediate priority   
2 = mid-term priority   
3 = long-term priority 
 
ORGANIZE SAN PEDRO CEMETERY ASSOCIATION EFFORTS  

 
Goal: Manage cemetery in accordance with 
established bylaws 
 Action: Review bylaws and revise outdated or 

inconsistent articles.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Record both existing and new procedures not 
addressed in the bylaws (such as two burials per plot) 
and draft a standard operating procedure manual.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Revaluate ongoing procedures that are unclear 
or contrary to existing processes. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Outline the duties and responsibilities of 
officers in the operating procedures manual. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Review the bylaws and any future documents 
to determine if they adhere to the Texas Health and 
Safety Code.  
Timeline: 1  
 

Goal: Ensure cemetery and association information is accessible and available to all members 
 Action: Distribute meeting minutes via email. 

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Perform disc backups of electronic records on a scheduled basis.  

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Approve minutes from previous meetings as part of order. 

Timeline: 1 
 Action: Board members maintain records specific to their duties (letters, receipts, etc.). 

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Purchase a fireproof cabinet to house original documents. 

Timeline: 1  
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 Action: Compile and maintain all relevant data electronically. 
Timeline: 1  
 

Goal: Establish a cemetery workplan incorporating identified goals and actions 
 Action: Generate a workplan incorporating consensus-based goals and actions.  

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Invite university students and other interested individuals to continue research on the history of 

the cemetery and community.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Maintain updated goals and actions both electronically and as a hard copy.  
Timeline: 2  
Board member responsible:  

 Action: Update the workplan in five to seven years and document accomplished actions and additions. 
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Recruit new cemetery association volunteers  
 Action: Schedule a regular pattern of public meetings.  

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Post notices of general association meetings in public areas. 

Timeline: 1 
 Action: Identify and invite service groups to participate in cemetery activities and related meetings.  

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Create a sign-in sheet template for general association meetings to record names and contact 

information of attendees.  
Timeline: 1  

 
EXPLORE SENSITIVE CEMETERY EXPANSION  
 

Goal: Clarify if the association can bury in the annex to the 
north 
 Action: Schedule a meeting with precinct one commissioner 

and appropriate persons to request an update on actions 
discussed at the previous meeting.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Maintain communication with the county 
commissioner of Hays County precinct one via email and 
attend their meetings to update them on the progress of the 
cemetery association.  
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Acquire land adjacent to or in vicinity of current cemetery boundaries  
 Action: Contact the pipeline company and determine status of all lines to the west of the cemetery ― if 

they are inactive the land could possibly be used for burials. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Identify what additional utility lines exist to the west of the cemetery, in addition to pipelines. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Correspond with adjacent landowners to request to purchase land adjacent to the cemetery.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Board members will make personal contacts to determine opportunities in the area.  
Timeline: 1  
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 Action: Place an ad in the newspaper classifieds requesting to purchase land in the area. 
Timeline: 1  
 

Goal: Plan physical growth of the cemetery so it will continue to serve the community 
 Action: Identify a possible location on existing cemetery grounds for a columbarium and contact 

manufacturers for information and details.  
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Identify a possible location on existing cemetery grounds for a scatter garden and research other 
historic cemeteries to compare options.  
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Schedule a meeting for representatives of the Hays County Historical Commission and members 
of the public to present workplan and discuss long-term planning for the cemetery.  
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Publish the fee and time of payment due for each interment, disinterment, removal, plot transfer 
and re-internment to cemetery.  
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Identify location and draft a budget for document storage space for the cemetery. 
Timeline: 3 

 
DOCUMENT THE HISTORY AND EXISTING CONDITIONS OF SAN 
PEDRO CEMETERY 
 
Goal: Expand historical research initiatives  
 Action: Contact the San Marcos historic 

preservation officer and Hays county historical 
commission and other groups for information about 
or pictures of the cemetery. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Contact local churches and funeral homes 
to research their records.  
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Research Official Texas Historical Marker 
types and styles and present findings to the board. 
Discuss the three options and possible placement 
locations. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Install Official Texas Historical Marker.  
Timeline: 2 
 

Goal: Identify and plot the location of empty and unmarked graves 
 Action: Research current electronic identification methods of unmarked burials, such as ground 

penetrating radar (GPR), and associated costs and present options to the cemetery board. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Maintain all burial information by location within the cemetery and alphabetical order. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Decorate all unmarked graves with an appropriate, generic marker. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Research materials, styles and cost to build a memorial wall with the names of those buried in 
unmarked graves. 
Timeline: 1  
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 Action: Contact Mr. Vaquera and others with long-term knowledge of San Pedro Cemetery for their help 
in identifying the location of empty and unmarked graves. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Develop a visual matrix to capture data.  
Timeline: 2  
 

Goal: Electronically map all graves 
 Action: Complete survey efforts and recruit volunteers to record and validate the data. 

Timeline: 3  
 Action: Contact other cemetery associations to research ways to map all graves electronically. 

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Map the cemetery plot locations using existing cemetery grid information (row numbers, etc.).  

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Determine information that should be visible for online publication. 

Timeline: 1  
 

Goal: Begin an oral history project 
 Action: Recruit a bilingual oral history project committee to conduct interviews. 

Timeline: 1 
 Action: Identify the most senior group of interview subjects and make contact. 

Timeline: 1 
 Action: Present the oral history project to colleges and universities to recruit additional volunteers. 

Timeline: 2  
 Action: Identify others, including descendents and those with ties to the cemetery, and include them in 

the interview process. 
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Offer to present material and information gathered throughout this process at Dia de los 
Muertos celebrations, the 100-year anniversary in 2009 and city and county historical events. 
Timeline: 3  

 
DEVELOP AND ENHANCE PARTNERSHIPS THAT PROMOTE 
HISTORIC SAN PEDRO CEMETERY  

 
Goal: Strengthen existing partnership with Hays 
County 
 Action: Regularly attend Hays County Historical 

Commission meetings and present an update at 
cemetery association meetings. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Invite the county cemetery coordinator or 
representative from the Hays County Historical 
Commission to relevant cemetery association 
meetings.  
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Resubscribe to the Hays County Historical Commission listserve. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Regularly attend Hays County Commissioner’s court meetings and present an update at cemetery 
association meetings. 
Timeline: 3 
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Goal: Create a partnership with the City of San Marcos 
 Action: Attend regular city council meetings to increase awareness and promote preservation projects. 

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Invite the San Marcos mayor to the Official Texas Historical Commission marker dedication 

ceremony and other events. 
Timeline: 3  

 Action: Contact the San Marcos Daily Record and other local media outlets to promote the Official Texas 
Historical Commission marker dedication ceremony and other events. 
Timeline: 3  
 

Goal: Identify and promote new cemetery events 
 Action: Call a general meeting of the association and identify events that should be shared with  

the community. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: Contact cultural studies departments of regional universities and colleges to promote new events. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Identify corporate and community sponsors and approach them about providing refreshments 
for events. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Send a media advisory to the San Marcos Daily Record and local radio stations to promote events. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Invite the Hays County Historical Commission and the city historic preservation officer and 
related organizations to participate in all events. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Ask high school students for new cemetery event ideas and recruit them to help. 
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Present priority projects to potential sponsors for funding 
 Action: Identify a fundraising committee. 

Timeline: 2  
 Action: Create a prioritized list of projects, with estimated budgets 

and timelines, to show to potential sponsors. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Identify and approach two or three local businesses that 
will support identified projects at the cemetery. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Contact the local League of United Latin American 
Citizens office and ask what support is available. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Research agencies and organizations that finance historic 
cemetery preservation projects. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Hold a variety of fundraisers, such as raffles, in different 
areas of the community. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Write an article in the San Marcos Daily Record to update 
the community on progress of projects. 
Timeline: 3 
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MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF SAN 
PEDRO CEMETERY  
 
Goal: Fix existing boundary fence 
 Action: Identify inadequate portions of fencing, get estimates for repair and present findings to the 

association for discussion. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Determine if professionals or a mix of professionals and volunteers can accomplish the task. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Consider alternative materials. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: Schedule a workday to repair damaged areas of the existing fence. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: Identify ways to secure pedestrian entrances at main entrance. 
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Investigate security lighting for the cemetery 
 Action: Determine why security lighting is needed, where it will be placed and methods of installment 

and report to general association. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: List supplies, materials and labor needed and develop an estimated budget. 
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Contact Pedernales Electric Cooperative local electric company to install a post and run wire. 
Timeline: 3  
 

Goal: Increase parking 
 Action: Investigate purchase of land west of cemetery next to pipeline the length of existing cemetery, or 

east of Bastrop Road adjacent to cemetery. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Contact surrounding landowners and request a parking easement on their property. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Draft a plan for 50 parking spaces and present to board. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Ask precinct one commissioner if the gate at 
the Hays County Cemetery annex could be opened 
for parking. 
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Install a gateway arch including the name at 
the entrance to the cemetery 
 Action: Create list of requirements for a suitable 

gateway arch, including height and  
construction material. 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Develop a sketch of proposed arch and 
present to cemetery association for refinement. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Get bids for proposed arch and present to the association. 
Timeline: 2  
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 Action: Work with the fundraising committee to determine sponsors possibly interested in contributing 
to the project. 
Timeline: 2 
 

Goal: Purchase and install a new portable toilet  
 Action: Research sanitation requirements. 

Timeline: 1  
 Action: Get bids from possible vendors who can perform installation. 

Timeline: 2 
 Action: Create a maintenance committee to supervise the upkeep of the portable toilet once a week. 

Timeline: 2  
 Action: Contact precinct one county commissioner and local organizations for donated paper supplies 

and toilet maintenance as needed. 
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Purchase portable toilet with association funds and or ask for further ideas at a general meeting. 
Timeline: 2  
 

Goal: Provide water service 
 Action: Determine why water service is needed, how it will be used and methods of installment and 

report to general association. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Ask precinct one county commissioner to provide essential amount of water consistent with 
sanitation requirements for the site. 
Timeline: 2  
 

Goal: Investigate installation of a rotary gate along Bastrop Road  
 Action: Create list of requirements for a suitable rotary gate and develop an estimated budget for  

the project. 
Timeline: 3  

 Action: Develop a sketch of rotary gate and present to the cemetery association for refinement. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Obtain bids and present them to the association for vote. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Work with the fundraising committee to determine if 
there are sponsors interested in contributing to the project. 
Timeline: 3 

 
PLAN AND PRACTICE APPROPRIATE 
CONSERVATION METHODS FOR 
HISTORIC CEMETERIES 
 
Goal: Identify and prioritize gravemarkers for conservation 
efforts 
 Action: Prioritize gravemarkers in need of conservation using 

survey forms. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: Schedule an event at the cemetery for descendants and 
community members to identify gravemarkers of their relatives 
and friends and sign conservation permission forms. 
Timeline: 1  
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 Action: Identify a committee to restore wooden gravemarkers (replace, paint, include names, etc.). 
Timeline: 1  

 Action: Tag unidentified gravemarkers with survey tape with cemetery association contact phone number 
in case they are not able to attend the event. 
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Promote identification event by placing ads in the San Marcos Daily Record and post flyers in public 
places, such as the library and St. John’s church. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Work with fundraising committee to match unclaimed gravemarkers with local sponsors. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Record all new contact information in existing database. 
Timeline: 2  
 

Goal: Identify and prioritize historic grave fencing (graveguards) to be preserved 
 Action: Meet at the cemetery and complete historic cemetery fencing survey forms for graveguards, note 

repairs needed on forms and prioritize work to be done. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Determine which projects can be undertaken by 
volunteers and which require professional assistance. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Use the identification event to connect descendants 
and community members to historic graveguard  
repair projects. 
Timeline: 3 

 Action: Record all survey results and conservation efforts in  
a database. 
Timeline: 3 
 

Goal: Perform scheduled maintenance on the 1933 monument 
 Action: Inspect the monument and document it using an individual gravemarker survey form  

and photographs. 
Timeline: 1 

 Action: Use sensitive cleaning methods and replace and repair tiles using appropriate materials. 
Timeline: 1  
 

Goal: Rebuild the descanso 
 Action: Create list of requirements for replacement descanso, including height and construction material 

and present to the board. 
Timeline: 2  

 Action: Develop a sketch of proposed arch and present to cemetery association at a public meeting to 
gauge interest. 
Timeline: 2 

 Action: Get bids for proposed arch and present to the association. 
Timeline: 3  

 Action: Work with the fundraising committee to determine sponsors possibly interested in contributing 
to the project. 
Timeline: 3 
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STANDARDS FOR PRESERVING 
HISTORIC CEMETERIES 
 
1. Identify and inventory all features, materials, spaces and spatial relationships that are important in 

defining the historic character of the cemetery. Features can include gravemarkers, sculpture, grave 
decorations, curbing, fences, walks, roads, lights, benches, fountains, pools, land forms (terracing, berms, 
grading) and vegetation (trees, shrubs, other historic plant material). 

 
2. Preserve distinguishing original qualities that reflect the integrity of the cemetery. Avoid removing or 

altering any historic material or distinctive landscape features. 
 
3. Recognize that landscape features are products of their own time. Alterations, which have no historic 

basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance, should be discouraged. 
 
4. Recognize that changes over time are evidence of the history and development of the cemetery. These 

changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance should be respected. 
 
5. Repair, rather than replace, deteriorated cemetery features when feasible. If replacement is necessary, 

match the material being replaced with similar composition, design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities. Replacement of missing features should be substantiated by historical, physical or pictorial 
evidence rather than by relying on conjectural designs or on elements copied from other cemeteries. 

 
6. Use the gentlest means possible to clean the surfaces of features in the cemetery. Avoid sandblasting and 

harsh chemicals that will damage historic materials. 
 
7. Plan new construction so it will not destroy the historic character of the site. Differentiate new elements 

from the old, but ensure they are compatible with the general massing, size and scale to protect the 
historic integrity. 

 
8. Make every reasonable effort to protect and preserve cemetery features, including unmarked graves, 

affected by or adjacent to any proposed work. Contact the History Programs Division at 512.463.5853 if 
you have concerns about the likelihood of unmarked graves or encounter evidence of disturbed graves 
during the course of your cemetery preservation project. 
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SAN PEDRO CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Co-director 
Toribio (T.L.) Torres  
 
Co-director 
Tirso Torres 
 
Co-director 
Irenio (Reno) Torres 
 
Treasurer 
Joe Torres  
 
Secretary 
Helen Contreras 
 
Archivist 
John Carrillo 
 
Academic Liaison 
Ana Juarez, Ph.D. 
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SAN PEDRO CEMETERY BYLAWS, 1909 ― SPANISH 
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SAN PEDRO CEMETERY BYLAWS, 1909 ― 
ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
 
San Pedro Cemetery Bylaws Governing the San Pedro Cemetery According to 
and as Agreed Upon by this Honorable Assembly 
 
 

Article 1: Whereas all those who have 
contributed their grain of sand toward the 
purchase of this cemetery, have the right to 
purchase a plot either for themselves or for a 
member of their family. 
 
Article 2: Whereas sermons and prayers of 
both religions are permitted in this Cemetery, 
as long as there is a yielding to the Roman 
Catholics the right to pray and honor their 
dead according to their Catholic traditions. 
 
Article 3: Whereas any and all persons who 
come to purchase a burial plot should consult 
beforehand with the person in charge of the 
cemetery and abide by his instructions. 
 
Article 4: Whereas no person’s burial site shall 
be allowed to transcend the boundary line as 
it is designated by the person in charge of the 
cemetery. 
 
Article 5: Whereas railings (balustrades) shall 
be limited to 7 feet in length by 3 feet in width 
for adults, and 3 feet and a half by two for 
infants. 
 
Article 6: Whereas all of the contributors are 
charged with the responsibility for the proper 
care and decoration of this cemetery, we plea 
that the effects, from railings to crosses, be 
maintained in proper condition.  
 
Articles 7: Whereas under no circumstances 
will any person be sold plots on a payment 
plan. 
 

Article 8: Whereas no persons in need of a 
burial shall be denied one, regardless of 
membership in the assembly; however, the 
person in charge of the cemetery shall show 
them this article, so that in his presence they 
shall contribute what the dictates of their 
good will permits. 
 
Article 9: Whereas the driving of automobiles 
shall not be permitted on the grounds of the 
cemetery, thus maintaining the most order. 
 
Article 10: Whereas if any person shall find 
himself in need of any transaction that the 
person in charge cannot satisfy, then such 
person shall be obliged to consult with the 
President, so that by written order what the 
interested party desires shall be effected. The 
President shall abide by the articles in the 
current rules and regulations, and shall not 
disregard or nullify any of them.  
 
Article 11: Whereas upon the assembly’s 
approval of this minor regulation, all of the 
contributors have full right to abide by and to 
see to the conformity of the before said in this 
document.  
 
Article 12: Whereas these regulations shall 
stand, if the present officials vacate their 
posts, those who replace them shall follow the 
same rules. 
 
Article 13: Whereas a board of directors shall 
be named so they can oversee the compliance 
of the stated rules and regulations, their term 
shall be one year and they can be re-elected. 

 
Note: We implore that all who arrange for their burials conform to the religion they choose, whereas 
the jurisdiction of this assembly lies outside any matters concerning religion. 
 
San Marcos, Texas, the third day of January, 1909 
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SAN PEDRO CEMETERY BYLAWS, 1915 ― SPANISH 
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CEMETERY PRESERVATION CONTACTS FOR  
HAYS COUNTY 
 
Hays County Historical Commission 
Kate Johnson 
Acting Chair 
4119 West FM 150 
Kyle, Texas 78640 
512.644.7669 
katejhalifax@aol.com 
 
Jim Cullen 
County Cemetery Coordinator 
1508 Oakwood Loop 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.353.5132 
jcullen2@austin.rr.com 
 
Commissioners’ Court 
The Honorable Debbie Ingalsbe 
Hays County Commissioner, Precinct 1 
111 East San Antonio Street, Suite 204 
San Marcos, Texas 78666  
512.393.2243 
debbiei@co.hays.tx.us 
 
The Honorable Jeff Barton 
Hays County Commissioner, Precinct 2 
105 Center Street 
Kyle, Texas 78640  
512.262.2091 
jeff.barton@co.hays.tx.us 
 
The Honorable Will Conley 
Hays County Commissioner, Precinct 3 
950 Ranch Rd. 2325 
Wimberley, Texas 78676  
512.847.3159 
will.conley@co.hays.tx.us 
 
The Honorable Karen Ford 
Hays County Commissioner, Precinct 4 
P.O. Box 1158 
Dripping Springs, Texas 78620  
512.858.7268 
karen.ford@co.hays.tx.us 
 
County Judge 
The Honorable Liz Sumpter 
111 E. San Antonio Street, Suite 300 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.393.2205 
lizsumter@co.hays.tx.us 

Sheriff’s Office 
Allen Bridges 
Sheriff 
1307 Uhland Road 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.393.7800 
 
Central Appraisal District 
21001 North IH35 
Kyle, Texas 78640 
512.268.2522 
 
Road and Bridge 
P.O. Box 906 
San Marcos, Texas 78667 
512.393.7385 
 
Texas State University 
Department of Anthropology 
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.8272 
 
Department of Geography 
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.2170 
 
Department of History 
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.2142 
 
Department of Sociology 
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.2113 
 
Center for Multicultural and Gender Studies  
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.2361 
 
Center for the Study of the Southwest  
601 University Drive 
San Marcos, Texas 78666 
512.245.2224 
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BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATION AFFILIATES 
 
Fraternal and Insurance Organizations 
Knights of Columbus 
107 Texas Avenue 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.878.8262 
www.kofc.org 
 
Woodmen of the World 
611 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
830.460.8588 
www.woodmen.com 
 
Independent Order of Foresters 
P.O. Box 179 
Buffalo, NY 14201-0179 
800.828.1540 
www.foresters.com 
 
Veterans Organizations 
American Legion 
1705 N IH35 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.353.8494 
www.legion.org 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
1701 Hunter Rd. 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.353.0267 
www.vfw.org 
 
Funeral Homes 
Los Angeles Funeral Home 
300 Cheatham Street 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.392.3676 
 
Pennington Funeral Home 
323 N. Comanche 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.353.4311 
www.sanmarcos.net/penningtonfuneralhome 

http://www.kofc.org/�
http://www.woodmen.com/�
http://www.foresters.com/�
http://www.legion.org/�
http://www.vfw.org/�
http://www.sanmarcos.net/penningtonfuneralhome�
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RIP GUARDIAN PROGRAM 
 
The letters RIP are commonly found carved on gravemarkers, 
bidding the deceased an earthly wish for eternal rest in peace. RIP 
is also one of the Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) cemetery 
preservation initiatives: Record, Investigate, Protect. The RIP 
Guardian program provides technical assistance and education to a 
statewide network of cemetery preservation volunteers and 
empowers them with proper preservation and conservation 
techniques to share with others. 
 

Cultural neglect is the product of vandalism, encroachment, development and sometimes even 
removal of markers to use the site for other purposes. Natural neglect results in overgrown 
vegetation and natural deterioration of a variety of types of gravemarkers and other features. Both 
types of neglect have the potential to endanger historic cemeteries. RIP Guardian cemetery 
preservation volunteers battle these forces and resulting neglect by encouraging community support, 
preservation planning and sensitive maintenance. Successful groups are diverse with broadbased 
representation from the community, including volunteer groups, civic organizations, business owners 
and local elected officials. Volunteers interested in preserving the history of their community protect 
historic cemeteries and the individually unique stories they tell. 
 
RIP Guardians follow statewide cemetery preservation guidelines and standards (located at 
www.thc.state.tx.us, select Cemeteries). An RIP Guardian contact representing a volunteer group, 
whether small or large, signs the Code of Ethics reflecting these documents and agrees to share 
educational materials and tools with participants. Successful groups are diverse with broadbased 
representation from the community. Local RIP Guardian programs coordinate preservation projects 
for the adopted site. Once local programs have recruited volunteers, sponsors and supplies, the THC 
will provide training, educational and promotional materials. After signing and returning the Code of 
Ethics, the RIP Guardian contact receives the RIP Guardian Guidebook. The guidebook contains 
information and educational material to help chart success and physical tools to assist with survey 
and conservation techniques. The guidebook is organized by measures — steps taken to strengthen 
the results of historic cemetery preservation volunteers.  
 
RIP Guardian contacts share their group’s accomplishments and challenges by completing a report in 
the spring and fall. This reporting process helps RIP Guardians track the number of volunteer hours 
worked and provides an opportunity to suggest future training topics. 
 
Become an RIP Guardian 
RIP Guardians have the opportunity to preserve local history while sharing and learning within a 
statewide network. By becoming part of the network, cemetery preservation volunteers will positively 
influence local preservation efforts and lower the number of endangered cemeteries across the state 
threatened by neglect.  
 
To be eligible for participation in the RIP Guardian program, potential volunteers must have 
submitted a Historic Texas Cemetery designation application and supporting materials for the 
adoptive site. Previously designated sites meet the eligibility requirement. To determine if a cemetery 
has been designated, consult the Texas Historic Sites Atlas at http://atlas.thc.state.tx.us or contact 
cemetery preservation program staff. 
 
Download the RIP Guardian Introduction at www.thc.state.tx.us and submit a signed RIP Guardian 
Code of Ethics to get started.  

http://www.thc.state/�
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HISTORIC CEMETERY FENCES  
 
Gerron Hite, R.A. 
Available online at www.thc.state.tx.us/cemeteries/cemfence.shtml 
 
 
When you see a historic cemetery, look for fencing surrounding the cemetery or family plots. Is the 
fence made of stone, wood or metal? Is it plain or elaborately detailed? These features provide clues 
to the past, making fences important visual elements in historic cemeteries. 
 
Two key reasons for fencing years ago were to define the cemetery boundaries or family plots and to 
protect gravestones from wandering cattle. In areas of Texas where stone was abundant, dry-stack 
(without mortar) stone walls enclosed cemeteries. Depending on the cemetery's beginnings, an 
original barbed wire fence might be replaced by a wooden picket fence or an elaborate cast iron 
fence.  
 
Cast iron and wrought iron fences are still found in some historic cemeteries. In the 1880s, cast iron 
fencing was available in a variety of designs, motifs and shapes. Families or cemetery associations 
created unique designs from mass-produced products by picking and choosing different gates, newel 
posts, picket tops and line posts from a fence catalog. 
 
A common element of the historical cemetery fence is the 
ceremonial entrance. The roofed entrance called a Lich or 
Lych Gate was developed in England to provide pallbearers 
some protection from the weather. In Texas, many entrances 
to older cemeteries include an overhead metal arch 
incorporating the cemetery name. In some cases, guests at 
funeral services used center gates, while occasional visitors 
used small gates on each side of the cemetery entrance.  
 
By the end of the 19th century, decorative woven wire fences 
enclosed entire cemeteries as well as family plots. With 
changing attitudes toward cemetery design and attempts to reduce maintenance costs, fences around 
family plots were removed. 
 
When preparing a cemetery preservation plan, keep in mind that existing fences in historic cemeteries 
may not be original to the cemetery. Without physical evidence such as photographs, maps or 
minutes from a cemetery association, it is better to preserve what exists rather than guess what the 
cemetery contained in the past. 
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CEMETERY PRESERVATION ON THE WEB  
 
STATE ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES 
 
Texas Historical Commission 
www.thc.state.tx.us 
The state agency for historic preservation 
 
Texas Historical Commission’s Texas Historic Sites Atlas 
http://atlas.thc.state.tx.us 
Provides access to site records and detailed textual descriptions, historic photographs and interactive map 
 
Online Texas Death Records and Indexes 
www.deathindexes.com/texas/index.html 
Genealogical records guide to death records in Texas 
 
Texas Tombstone Project 
www.usgwtombstones.org/texas/texas.html 
Web resource of gravemarker inscriptions by county 
 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES 
 
National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places 
www.nps.gov/history/nr/index.htm 
Federal agency of the Department of the Interior for preservation and enhancement of local heritage 
 
National Center for Preservation Technology and Training 
www.ncptt.nps.gov 
National training center for the application of science and technology to historic preservation 
 
The Association for Gravestone Studies 
www.gravestonestudies.org 
Membership organization that promotes the study, awareness and recordation of gravestones 
 
Association for Preservation Technology International 
www.apti.org 
Membership organization dedicated to promoting the best technology for conserving historic structures and their settings 
 
National Trust for Historic Places 
www.nationaltrust.org 
Membership organization dedicated to saving historic places and revitalizing America's communities 
 
Save America’s Treasures 
www.saveamericastreasures.org 
National effort to protect America's threatened cultural treasures 
 
Partners for Sacred Places 
www.sacredplaces.org 
National organization dedicated to the sound stewardship and active community use of America's older religious 
properties 
 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/�
http://atlas.thc.state.tx.us/�
http://www.deathindexes.com/texas/index.html�
http://www.rootsweb.com/~cemetery/Texas/�
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/index.htm�
http://www.ncptt.nps.gov/�
http://www.gravestonestudies.org/�
http://www.apti.org/�
http://www.nthp.org/�
http://www.saveamericastreasures.org/�
http://www.sacredplaces.org/�


 39

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND RESOURCES 
 
The Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation 
www.ahlp.org 
Membership organization dedicated to the preservation and conservation of historic landscapes in all their variety 
 
African American Cemeteries Online 
www.prairiebluff.com/aacemetery/tx.htm 
Online database of African American genealogical material  
 
The Center for Thanatology Research and Education, Inc. 
www.thanatology.org/gravestone.html 
Resource center and mail order bookseller for the study of mortality 
 
Chicora Foundation, Inc. 
www.chicora.org 
Heritage preservation organization focusing on archaeological and historical research throughout the southeastern US 
 
Grave Matters: The Preservation of African-American Cemeteries 
www.sciway.net/hist/chicora/gravematters.html 
Resource regarding African American cemeteries, the beliefs of the people who have used them, and the reasons why they 
are so important to the understanding of black culture 
 
International Jewish Cemetery Project 
www.jewishgen.org/cemetery/index.htm 
A burial site recording project of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies 
 
The Limited Encyclopedia of Grave Terminology 
http://gazissax.best.vwh.net/silence/terms.html 
Resource for cemetery-related vocabulary 
 
Links to Resources on Cemetery History and Preservation 
www.potifos.com/cemeteries.html 
Online resource for cemetery-related links, books and programs 
 
Saving Graves 
www.savinggraves.org 
Online resources for those interested in protecting, restoring and preserving historic cemeteries 
 
South Carolina Department of Archives and History 
www.state.sc.us/scdah/cemmaintenance.htm 
Online resource regarding maintenance and restoration of cemeteries and features 
 
MAPS  
 
Mapcard 
www.mapcard.com 
Fee-based digital map source providing access to topographic maps and aerial photos 
 
Google Earth 
www.googleearth.com  
Free portal to satellite imagery, maps and terrain

http://www.prairiebluff.com/aacemetery/tx.htm�
http://www.prairiebluff.com/aacemetery/tx.htm�
http://www.thanatology.org/gravestone.html�
http://www.chicora.org/�
http://www.sciway.net/hist/chicora/gravematters.html�
http://www.jewishgen.org/cemetery/index.htm�
http://gazissax.best.vwh.net/silence/terms.html�
http://www.potifos.com/cemeteries.html�
http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/cemmaintenance.htm�
http://www.mapcard.com/�
http://www.googleearth.com/�
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CEMETERY PRESERVATION READING LIST  
 
This abbreviated list will get you started reading and understanding visible elements in historic 
cemeteries. Some focus on cemeteries in Texas, some on the rural southeast and the eastern 
coastline. But each gives volunteers a way to read and understand clues and information 
provided by the cemetery, and helps researchers understand what they’re looking at. 
 
This list is the tip of the iceberg. There are many books, newsletters and publications about 
cemetery preservation, but this list of published works can help provide a foundation for the 
study of cemetery research and investigation. 
 
Carmack, Sharon Debartolo. Your Guide to Cemetery Research. Cincinnati, Ohio: Betterway Books, 2002 
 
Chicora Foundation, Inc. Recording Historic Cemeteries: A Guide for Historical Societies and Genealogists. 

Columbia, South Carolina: Chicora Foundation, Inc., 1998 
 
Chicora Foundation, Inc. Iconography of Death: Common Symbolism of Late Eighteenth through Early 20th 

Century Tombstones in the Southeastern United States. Columbia, South Carolina: Chicora  
Foundation, Inc. 

 
Chicora Foundation, Inc. Grave Matters: The Preservation of African-American Cemeteries. Columbia, South 

Carolina: Chicora Foundation, Inc., 1996 

Crawford, Sybil F. The Association for Gravestone Studies’ Guide to Forming a “Cemetery Friends” 
Organization. Greenfield, MA: The Association for Gravestone Studies, 1995 

 
Jones, Mary-Ellen. Photographing Tombstones: Equipment and Techniques, American Association for State 

and Local History Technical Leaflet #92. Nashville, TN: American Association for State and 
Local History, 1977 

 
Jordan, Terry G. Texas Graveyards. Austin, Texas: The University of Texas Press, 1982 
 
Keister, Douglas. Stories in Stone: The Complete Guide to Cemetery Symbolism. Layton, Utah: Gibbs  

Smith, 2004  
 
King, Gregg G. with Susan Kosky, Kathleen Glynn and Gladys Saborio. Michigan Historic Cemeteries 

Preservation Guide Charter Township of Canton: McNaughton and Gunn Inc., 2004 
 
McGahee, Susan H. and Mary W. Edmonds. South Carolina’s Historic Cemeteries: A Preservation 

Handbook. South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 1997 
 

Meyer, Richard E. Cemeteries and Gravemarkers: Voices of American Culture. Logan, Utah: Utah State 
University Press, 1992 

 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. Preservation of Historic Burial Grounds, Information Series No. 

76, 1993 
 
Potter, Elisabeth Walton and Beth M. Boland. National Register Bulletin, No. 41: Guidelines for Evaluating 

and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places. Washington: U.S. Department of the Interior, National 
Park Service, 1992 
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Strangstad, Lynette. A Graveyard Preservation Primer. Walnut Creek, California: AltaMira Press, 1995 
 
Strangstad, Lynette. Preservation of Historic Burial Grounds. Washington D.C.: National Trust for 

Historic Preservation, 2003 
 
Winter Bell, Judith. Organizing Volunteers for Preservation Projects. Washington D.C.: National Trust for 

Historic Preservation, 1993 
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