










STEWARDSHIP
Spring Lake gives life to the San Marcos River, to San Marcos 
and downstream communities, and to �e Meadows Center 
for Water and the Environment. Two hundred springs bubble 
up to form one of the largest aquifer-driven spring systems 
in the world. Human history here stretches back 12,000 
years – making this possibly the longest continually inhabited 
settlement in North America. �e lake is also home to eight 
threatened and endangered species, one of which – Texas 
Wild Rice – is found nowhere else on earth. Meanwhile, 
Spring Lake is a vibrant center and beloved resource for our 
community. We are honored to be the entrusted stewards of 
this place. It is at the heart of all we do. We are dedicated to 
understanding, protecting, and sharing it. 

Spring Lake Management 

We oversee the Spring Lake Management Plan, which 
is designed to protect healthy ecosystems, provide 
research and educational opportunities, and o�er access 
for service activities. As active partners in the Edwards 
Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan, we help ensure 
minimum continuous spring �ows of the Comal and 
San Marcos Springs.

Diving

Our diving program partners with select scuba divers 
to protect and preserve Spring Lake’s abundant natural, 
historical, and cultural resources. We train citizen 
scientist divers and, in return, they volunteer their time 
to one of the most unique habitat restoration projects 
in the country.

EDUCATION
�e Meadows Center engages more than 125,000 people 
each year in environmental education and outdoor learning 
activities at Spring Lake and elsewhere. Our learning 
programs engage people of all ages, teach them about Spring 
Lake and the importance of water to all living things, and 
inspire them to become stewards of our natural resources. 
Our programs o�er access to glass-bottom boats--, Discovery 
Hall, Wetlands Walk, a 251-acre Spring Lake Natural Area, 
scuba open water checkout dives, special events, citizen 
science training, and more. We are proud to give people from 
all walks of life access to nature so they may experience the 
physical, emotional, academic, and social bene�ts thereof. 

Field Trips & Private Interpretive Tours 

We have customized �eld trips to help most any group 
– from pre-school to post-retirement – explore Spring 
Lake.  We make sure these interpretive outings meet 
each group’s speci�c goals for experience and learning.

Glass-Bottom Boats

Since 1946, people have come from across the country 
to explore Spring Lake on a glass-bottom boat. �ese 
historic boats are ever the visitor favorite and are 
integral to the Spring Lake tradition. 

Texas+Water

Published every month by �e Meadows Center, the 
Texas Water Resources Institute and the Texas Water 
Journal, the Texas+Water online newsletter provides 
timely and insightful information about one of the 
most important issues of our time: water.






