
FY-19 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS & LEARNING OBJECTIVES: JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

DAY ONE 

8:00 – 10:00 AM 
The Justice of the Peace in 10 Years (2 hours; 1 civil hour) 

Looking back into the past can often help anticipate the future. This class will take a fun look back into 

the past 10 and 20 years, and project what the next 10 years will look like for justice courts. Prepare to 

head back….to the future! 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Utilize technology to maximize court efficiency; 

2. Identify potential changes to justice court processes and procedures; 

3. Describe the changes that have occurred since 1998 and 2008 in justice court law. 

 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Recognizing Mental Illness: Signs and Symptoms (2 civil Hours) 

Mental health and related topics have been receiving increased coverage lately. This class will discuss 

how these topics intersect with the justice court, including identifying individuals exhibiting mental 

health issues, and tactfully handling those situations. 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Identify various indicators of someone suffering a mental health crisis; 

2. Utilize technology to locate resources available for mental health issues; 

3. Process warrant applications for Emergency Mental Health warrants. 

 

1:00 – 3:00 PM 
Decision-making in Civil Cases: Has the Plaintiff Met the Burden? (2 civil hours) 
Figuring out how to rule at the end of a civil case hearing can be difficult. In this class, students will 
participate in an interactive discussion about what evidence is required for different types of cases and 
how to develop the facts of a case and weigh evidence in order to come to the correct final decision.   
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify the elements for various causes of action that may arise in justice court, including tort, 
contract, and negligence cases. 

2. Determine when and what questions to ask to develop the facts of a case. 
3. Identify which party has the burden of proof, what the burden of proof is, and how to weigh 

evidence.  
4. Determine the credibility of witnesses.  
5. Calculate damages.  
6. Utilize technology to access deskbooks, statutes, and forms, and other resources. 

 
 
 
 
 



Incompetent, Irrelevant and Immaterial: Evidence (2 hours; 1 civil hour) 
This class will use case scenarios to enable judges to identify and properly rule on evidentiary issues that 
arise in justice court cases.   
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify various objections that are made in justice court cases;  
2. Apply the rules of evidence correctly to issues that commonly arise in justice court trials; 
3. Utilize common sense approaches in considering and ruling on evidentiary objections;  
4. Utilize technology to access TJCTC resources concerning evidentiary issues and trial proceedings. 

 
Partnerships in the County (2 civil hours) 

This class will examine the roles of the justice of the peace, constable and other county officials in 

working together to solve issues that counties face. Topics will include improving communication and 

interaction among county officials, anticipating and avoiding conflict where possible, and building 

relationships to allow each official to better perform their duties.   

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Describe the roles of the justice of the peace, constable and other county officials. 

2. Identify common problems that arise among these officials in administering county government. 

3. Utilize technology to access resources and important information.  

 

3:00 -5:00 PM 
Receivership and Post-Judgment Enforcement (2 civil hours) 
Justice courts are experiencing an ever-increasing number of requests for appointment of a receiver, 
especially in debt claim cases. This class will explain how to handle these requests under the recently 
amended statute and current caselaw.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Distinguish between a turnover order and an order appointing a receiver; 
2. Apply the relevant considerations in deciding whether or not to appoint a receiver;  
3. Recognize a broad v. a limited receivership appointment and apply limits on a receiver’s 

authority when those are considered warranted; 
4. Utilize technology to access TJCTC resources concerning receivership issues. 

 
The 15.17 Hearing in Practice (2 hours) 
This class will explore the issues that most commonly arise in conducting an Art. 15.17 magistration 
hearing. Students will participate in interactive discussion and role-play scenarios. 
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify issues presented in conducting magistration hearings under Art. 15.17 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure; 

2. Properly apply applicable law to issues that commonly arise in magistration hearings, including 
setting bail and bond conditions, consular notification and issuance of Emergency Protective 
Orders; 

3. Distinguish between bail bonds and personal bonds; 



4. Utilize technology for purposes of video magistration and to obtain TJCTC resources relating to 
magistration issues. 

 

Civil Pre-Trial Solutions (2 civil hours) 

Keep your civil cases moving efficiently through your court. The focus of this class will be on utilizing 

pretrial hearings, online mediation and ADR, and other technological solutions to improve your court’s 

processes, clear backlogs, and have more satisfied litigants. 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Describe the process of pretrial hearings; 

2. Identify various types of ADR; 

3. Apply proper procedures when maintaining electronic records; 

4. Utilize technology to maximize court efficiency. 

 
 

  



DAY TWO 

8:00 – 10:00 AM 
Criminal Jury Trial (2 hours) 
You have a criminal jury trial set for this morning, but what exactly do you do? What do you say? This 
class will explain how to conduct a criminal jury trial and will model certain parts of the procedure.  
 
Students will be able to: 

1. Identify the components of a criminal jury trial. 
2. Identify the procedures relevant to a criminal jury trial. 
3. Apply the appropriate procedures at the right time and conduct a criminal jury trial. 
4. Utilize technology to access handbooks, statutes, and forms, and other resources. 

 
Cause & Manner of Death: Drugs & the Opioid Epidemic (2 civil hours) 

The “opioid epidemic” is drawing increased national media attention. In this class, the state of opioid 

addiction in Texas will be addressed, and a pathologist-led discussion of identifying opioid-related 

deaths during inquests will occur. 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Describe the “opioid epidemic” 

2. Identify indicators that a death is opioid-related 

3. Distinguish between accidental and intentional opioid deaths 

4. Utilize technology to report opioid-related deaths.  

 

Tenant Remedy Scenarios (2 civil hours) 
This class will use real life scenarios to examine how to handle the most common tenant remedies 
presented in justice court, including writs of retrieval, re-entry and restoration, and repair and remedy 
cases.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify the most common writs requested from a justice court relating to tenant rights and 
remedies; 

2. Describe the correct procedures for considering and issuing writs enforcing tenant rights and 
remedies; 

3. Employ proper procedures in repair and remedy cases; 
4. Utilize technology for purposes of accessing TJCTC resources related to writs of retrieval, re-

entry, and restoration and repair and remedy cases. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Noncompliant Criminal Defendants (2 hours) 

Often, criminal defendants do not appear when required, or do not satisfy the judgment against them 

when they are convicted. This course will discuss the court’s options when these situations occur, while 

being mindful of legal protections for those defendants who are unable to pay the fine or costs. 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Distinguish between FTA and VPTA; 

2. Identify consequences for failing to comply with deferred disposition/DSC order; 

3. Apply correct procedures to indigent defendants; 

4. Utilize technology to access information. 

 

What to do With Truants: Crafting Effective Orders (2 civil hours) 
This class will provide a quick refresher of truancy case procedures and will focus in-depth on the 
creation and enforcement of remedial and other orders. Students will participate in group discussion 
based on specific scenarios.  
 
Students will be able to: 

1. Identify the components of a truancy case and the procedures that must be followed. 
2. Craft successful remedial orders based on specific student needs.  
3. Craft successful orders affecting parents and others depending on case circumstances.  
4. Determine when and how to modify or enforce a remedial or other order. 
5. Utilize technology to access deskbooks, statutes, and forms, and other resources. 

 
Rural Workshop: Sharing Solutions and Support (2 civil hours) 
Rural counties are prevalent in Texas. Those judges often have fewer resources than urban and 
suburban judges and deal with dilemmas and situations that stem from serving a small community. This 
course will give judges the opportunity to brainstorm, share, and discuss experiences and situations that 
are unique to being a rural justice of the peace.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Resolve dilemmas related to emergency detention orders and transport of mentally ill persons; 
2. Share creative solutions for fine alternatives;  
3. Develop best practices for avoiding ex parte communications;  
4. Identify ways to get everyone in the county to work together; 
5. Brainstorm and discuss ways to operate a clerkless court. 
6. Utilize technology to exchange and obtain important information and resources. 

 

1:00 – 2:00 PM 
Republic of Texas and Sovereign Citizens (1 hour) 
Have you ever encountered a person who does not recognize any legitimate governmental authority, 
including that of the court, the county, or the state? This class will offer approaches to dealing with 
these difficult situations and recognizing and understanding some of the “arguments” these litigants like 
to raise.   
 
The student will be able to: 



1. Identify the most common objections raised by “sovereign citizens;” 
2. Distinguish between legitimate and frivolous contentions offered in such cases; 
3. Apply practical approaches to dealing with the most common objections to the court’s 

jurisdiction over the defendant; 
4. Utilize technology to locate unfamiliar objections in order to formulate an appropriate ruling. 

 
Who’s a Good Boy: Emotional Support Animals (1 civil hour)  
Animals’ roles in society are constantly evolving. Current trends involve the use of assistance animals in 
and out of the courtroom. These animals also have rights that affect landlords and tenants. This course 
will differentiate between service animals, emotional support animals, and therapy animals, inform 
judges of the current laws, acquaint them with situations they might encounter, and prepare them for 
handling these unique situations.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Understand the differences between service animals, emotional support animals, and therapy 

animals; 

2. Identify the laws, including the Health & Safety Code and the ADA, that apply to each type of 

assistance animal;  

3. Recognize how and when assistance animals are treated differently than pets in landlord-tenant 

situations;  

4. Develop rules for the presence of assistance animals in the courtroom. 

5. Utilize technology to access important information and resources. 

 

Proper Parties (1 civil hour) 
Courts often receive civil filings where there is a problem with one or more of the parties named. Is it 
the wrong person? A defunct business? Does the court have jurisdiction over the party? In this class, 
students will use real examples to learn about the different issues that might arise regarding parties and 
will discuss potential solutions.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Recognize when an improper party has been named and how it may impact a judgment in a 
case. 

2. Identify who may raise an issue regarding parties.  
3. Determine how the court should proceed when an improper party has been named.  
4. Determine if there are any personal jurisdiction issues and rule on special exceptions. 
5. Utilize technology to access deskbooks, statutes, and forms, and other resources. 

 

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
CMV: Weighty Issues on the Road (2 hours) 

One of the trickier issues that justice courts deal with is processing cases involving commercial vehicles 

and/or CDL holders. This class will break down common offenses, examine when cases can and cannot 

be dismissed, and discuss what to do when companies want to pay a driver’s citation. 

 

The student will be able to: 

1. Identify cases which can be dismissed involving CMVs or CDL holders; 

2. Apply appropriate fine ranges and court costs upon conviction, including on weight offenses; 



3. Describe proper procedure for processing payments not made by the defendant; 

4. Utilize technology to access applicable rules, statutes, and other resources. 

 

National Disasters and Terrorism: Emergency Preparedness for Justice Court (2 civil hours) 
In this class, students will develop an action plan to prepare for emergencies, such as hurricanes, wild 
fires, floods, tornadoes, and acts of terror, that could impact their court. Having a good plan ahead of 
time can help reduce the consequences and fallout when something unexpected happens.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify how different court functions may be impacted by various emergencies.  
2. Develop a plan to protect court personnel, property, and documents in the case of an 

emergency. 
3. Develop a plan to communicate with the public and maintain court function to the extent 

possible in the case of an emergency.  
4. Utilize technology to access resources and templates.  

 

ODL Scenarios (2 civil hours) 
In this class, students will participate in an interactive discussion of various scenarios that arise in ODL 

cases.  

The student will be able to: 

1. Identify issues related to eligibility for an ODL; 
2. Determine whether a petition has been filed in the appropriate court; 
3. Apply procedures for processing ODL cases and preparing ODL orders; 
4. Recognize when and how DPS must be notified about ODL orders; 
5. Utilize technology to access deskbooks, forms, statutes, and other resources relating to ODL cases. 

 

4:00 – 5:00 PM 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (1 civil hour) 
This class will explain how to handle issues relating to the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act in civil cases, 
including eviction cases. Topics will include the requirements for an affidavit, when to appoint counsel 
or require a bond, and when to stay a case.   
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify issues arising under the SCRA; 
2. Follow proper procedures under the SCRA before issuing a default judgment; 
3. Properly apply bond requirements and appointment of counsel; 
4. Describe the procedures for adjusting rent in an eviction case; 
5. Utilize technology to access TJCTC resources relating to the SCRA.  

 
Staying on the Up & Up: Recent Ethics Opinions (1 hour) 
There are a lot of gray areas and potential pitfalls in the world of ethics. Even when someone has good 
intentions, it can sometimes be difficult to know what the correct course of action is. This class will 
cover ethical issues that judges should be aware of and avoid. Students will participate in group 
discussion and review recent opinions from the State Commission on Judicial Conduct. Information will 
also be provided on how to respond to a complaint if one is filed. 
 



Students will be able to: 
1. Identify recent issues that have caused judges to be sanctioned by the State Commission on 

Judicial Conduct. 
2. Recognize when potential ethical issues arise and respond appropriately.  
3. Appropriately respond to the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in the case that a complaint 

is filed.  
4. Utilize technology to access the Judicial Conduct website and recent opinions.  

 
UNT Body ID Unit (1 civil hour) 
Identifying human remains is time consuming and difficult. Most counties don’t have the manpower, 
expertise, or money to do this on their own. Luckily, the University of North Texas offers this service as a 
free resource. This course will acquaint judges with the services offered and provide contact information 
in the event a judge needs to utilize this service in the future.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Understand what methods UNT uses in identifying human remains; 

2. Identify when UNT should be contacted to take advantage of this free resource;  

3. Understand what to expect when UNT gets involved including what information needs to be 

provided to UNT, how long it will take for UNT to investigate, what reports will be generated, 

and any other services available from UNT. 

4. Utilize technology to access information and resources. 

 
 

  



DAY THREE 

8:00 – 10:00 AM 
Top 10 Legal Board Questions (2 hours; 1 civil hour) 

TJCTC’s Legal Question Board is one of the best ways to keep your finger on the pulse of what is going 

on in the 800+ justice courts around the state. This class will feature some of the hot topics that have 

been discussed on the board, keeping you on the cutting edge of judicial knowledge. 

 

The student will be able to:  

1. Apply information received to practices and procedures in the court; 
2. Discuss justice court issues with staff and other students; 
3. Utilize technology to access information. 

 
Impaired Driving Issues and Probable Cause (2 hours) 
This class will cover how to determine whether there is probable cause for a DWI arrest or to issue a 
blood search warrant when requested by law enforcement. Special attention will be paid to impairment 
caused by something other than alcohol. Students will participate in group discussion based on real-life 
scenarios.  
 
The student will be able to: 

4. Define probable cause 
5. Identify when an affidavit demonstrates probable cause in the case of DWI arrests and blood 

search warrants.  
6. Determine how to proceed when there are defects in a probable cause affidavit.  
7. Recognize signs of impairment from substances other than alcohol.  
8. Utilize technology to access deskbooks, forms, statutes, and other resources. 

 
Complex Evictions: Let’s Get in the Weeds! (2 civil hours) 
This class will use scenarios to explore more complex eviction issues, including tax foreclosures, 
immediate possession bonds, appeals and dealing with your county court.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify and describe complex eviction issues; 
2. Properly apply the relevant statutes and rules of procedure to those issues; 
3. Explain practical solutions to those issue where feasible; 
4. Utilize technology to access TJCTC resources relating to eviction issues.  

 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Put on Your Own Oxygen Mask First: Coping and Care for Judges (2 Civil Hours) 
Faculty: Thea Whalen & Guest Speaker Judges  
Being a judge is stressful. In order to take care of those around you, you have to take care of yourself 
first. This course will help judges identify stress that is inherent to the job and provide methods for 
ensuring their mental and physical wellbeing.  
 
The student will be able to: 

1. Identify causes of judicial isolation and ways to actively and responsibly engage with the 

community; 



2. Share ways to avoid burnout and stay mentally fresh;  

3. Understand the theory behind and learn how to practice mindfulness;  

4. Develop strategies for dealing with vicarious trauma. 

5. Utilize technology to access important information and resources. 

 


