TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY -
SAN MARCOS

DEPARTMENT
OF GEOGRAPHY

TEXAS3 STATE
UNIVERSITY

SAN MARCOS
The rising STAR of Texas

Inside this issue:

Geography 3
Welcomes Three
New Professors

Geography 5
Faculty Awards

New Meteorology 7
Course Offered

Graduate 9-10
Students Awards
Undergraduate  11-14
Activity

Alumni Updates 15-17

Geogr aphu® s
PhD Graduate

Fall 2009

Volume 16, Issue 1

James and Marilyn Lovell Center Hosts International Flash Flood Laboratory Workshop

¥ Submitted by Pam Showalter

Geography and Hazards
national Flash Flood Laboratory (IFFL) via aicampus
inaugural workshop Monday, October 19, 2009. In
addition to the Lovell Center, the workshop was inter-
nally supported by the College of Liberal Arts, the De-

Texas Center for Geographic Information Science, and
Gamma Theta Upsilon. (A
our Breakout Group facilitators Kevin Barrett, Denise
Blanchard, Terry Colgan, and Hector Guerrero, as well
as the students who assisted therbavid Hickman,

appreciate the many students who generously volun-
teered their time throughout the day.) The workshop
also attracted major external sponsorship from the fol-
lowing: Sutron Corporation (stream gauging, weather monitoring, and flood warning systems), High

President Denise Trauth with Lovell Center
Distinguished Lecturer, Dr. Eve Gruntfest

The James and Marilyn Lovell Center for Environmental
Res

| partment of Geography, the River Systems Institute, the

Eric Samson, Susan Street, and Jason Vickery. We alsd

b ar cl

Epeci

Sierra Electronics, Inc. (hydrological monitoring systems and meteorological instruments), Halff Assopi-

at es, Il nc. (flood warning systems, stor mwat erf, an
Spati al Reference Center (dedicated to i mproving
vertical datums).

Annually, the James and Marilyn Lovell Center hosts the Lovell Center Distinguished Lecture. This

year, in honor of the | FFL®&s inception, the UYJectu
the workshopds activities, and included intrdduct

Dr. Denise Trauth. The lecture was delivered by Dr. Eve Gruntfest, a widely published and internatioh-
ally recognized expert in warning systems, flash floods, and the challenge of integrating the social anfl
atmospheric sciences. Gruntfest was presented the 2009 Kenneth E. Spengler Award from the Amefi-
can Meteorological Society, and is currently Chair of Societal Impacts on the American Meteorologic

Societyf6s Bg = S
rector of Social Science :

(SSWIM) at the National
Weather Center in Nor- ‘
man, Oklahoma. Some ¢—
her numerous accomplisk
ments include: research
scientist at the National
Center or Atmospheric
Research in Boulder,
Colorado; founder and cd
-Director of
Filrssst (wWeat he

(continued on page 2)




GeoNews

Greetings from the Chair
Dr. Philip Suckling, Professor and Chair

The Texas State Geography Program has passed another milestone this Fall. For t
first time, we have over 600 undergraduate geography majors! This is an increase o
about 100 majors over |l ast Fallds tot 4
hosted the largest number of undergraduate geography majors in the nation. Obvi-

ously, the outstanding reputation of the program continues to attract more and more

students to our major degree programs.

Increased interest in our programs is not confined to the undergraduate majors. This
semester, we have almost 200 graduate students, including a record 72 enrolled in
our PhD programs. Our graduate enrollment is up by 22% over last year (while uni-
versitywide graduate enrollment is up 12%). Of the 72 enrolled PhD students, a
record 42 are fulitime inresidence on assistantship support. Given that we provide
oofficed space for each graduate assi
the space needed to house all of our graduate assistants. Ten new cubicles were c
ated in a room formerly used as meeting/research space. This kind of administrative
problem is just fine with me since it reflects the strength of our program! (By the way, space is a critical issue throhghumi-

versityi for Geography, some relief is on the drawing boards, but this is about three years down the road.)

We welcome three new faculty members to the department thisfi-#tlese new colleagues are highlighted elsewhere in this news
letter. 1 am pleased to report that the Department has been granted a new faculty line effective Fall 2010. Ms. Nathks\Wyiio

is a specialist in the rapidly emerging field of medical/health geography, recently accepted our offer for this positéon Asses-

tant Professor. Nikki, who will join us next August, is currently in the final stages of completing her PhD dissertdgoasaA&M

University. Ms. Williams will be the first Africékmerican faculty member in the history of the department.

It is hard to believe that | have now started my fifth year as Chair of this department. Last Spring, the Dean of tree € dilegral
Arts conducted the required fouyear summative review of my chairship. As a required part of the review, the Dean met with thd
tenured faculty members to solicit a formal sectwllot vote regarding whether they supported my reappointment as Chair. | am
deeply grateful for the unanimous vote in favor of my reappointment, as well as the additional motion, reported to me iBliBean
and also passed unani mously, expressing Oappreciat i oavidean

stewardship for this amazing department!

IFFL Workshop (continued from page 1)

Society Integrated Studies) movement (www.sip.ucar.edu/wasis); recipient of National Science Foundation funding to aveluate
ings for shorifuse weather events; Fulbright Scholar at the University of Trieste, talyditor of Coping with Flash Flogdawer
2000); organizer of the 1998 NATO Advanced Studies Institute in Ravello, Italy, on Gbphg with Flash Flosdsased; invited
senior scholar at the Cooperative Institute for Research in the Atmosphere at Colorado State University in Fort Collidssand
ciate Editor for theJournal of Flood Risk ManagemBnt Gruntfest originated the concept of creating the IFFL, and has agreed to

serve as ceDirector of the laboratory.

Workshop attendees represented a wide variety of organizations and agencies from local/regional/state/national andnaternatio
|l evel s, meeting the eventds goal of building the | Re&hr. 0f
Gruntfest del i verSdoMbteorol bgyt uEsseailyat oEl ements for FIl as
shop participants spent the day determining what t heflakhab

flood fatalities and property losses.

A formal synopsis of the workshopds findings is under de
www. geo. txstate.edu/lovell /1l FFL/ Workshop. html) as stkabn a
there is a pressing need for coordinat ed -foundersGruntfdstoShaval@rD a
and Ruifi see main IFFL page at http://www.geo.txstate.edu/lovell/IFFL.html), spent the day following the workshop discussing
ferent approaches to tackling the datal/research/ eductw@mti o
individuals and agencies who may be able to assist ewmnk-ac
shop to share insights and offer suggestions that ffeciively u

address these events.
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Geography Welcomes Three New Assistant Professors to the Department

Dr. T. Edwin Chow was born and raised in Hong Kong. He came to the
U.S. in order to study abroad and began studying geography, which would
remain his focus in all of his subsequent degrees. He earned a B.S. from ghe
University of Texas, and then went on to earn his M.S. and PhD from the
University of South Carolina. Upon completion of his dissertation, he joinqd
the faculty in the Department of Earth and Resource Science at the Unive
sity of Michigan Flint for four years. As a Texas Longhorn alumni, he is
excited to be back in Texas and brings with him his expertise in Geographjc
I nformation Science (and a few cdgld br
research interests include scale, lidar, hydrologic modeling, and Internet 4IS.

He enjoys soccer, hiking, and traveling and is the father of a six month old
child.

Dr. Niem Huynh is of Chinese descent, born in Ho Chi Minh City (formej
known as Saigon), Viet Nam. Due to the political unrest, her family de-
parted and was kindly accepted by Canada. She grew up in Toronto,
tario, and enjoyed a multicultural atmosphere. In her undergraduate s
ies, she trained to become a high school geography and biology teache, 58t
graduate school changed her life course. Her research interests stem f
inspirational teaching moments in the classroom. Currently, Dr. Huynh
excited to explore geography learning (e.g., what geospatial concepts
should be taught when and how) and the process of problem solving wi
technology (GIS). A secondary research interest has roots from her Ma
terds thesis, how cognitive pr o
analysis of sketch map creation.

i Il um

Dr. Jennifer Jensen, originally from Sacramento, California, began her acg-
demic career with the intention of becoming a Forester. However, after
becoming completely absorbed in a GIS course toward the end of her un-
dergraduate education, she decided to pursue a graduate degree in Geogk
raphy. During her M.S. coursework and thesis research, two pivotal thing
occurred. First, she was exposed to satellitesed remote sensing, and
second, she had the opportunity to teach undergraduate physical geograghy
! labs. The combined exposure motivated Dr. Jensen to continue on to earp
* a PhD at the University of Idaho so she could pursue a rewarding acadentfic
| career that involves continued learning, teaching, and remote selnassgl
interdisciplinary research.

o7

National Council for Geographic Education to Host
2012 Conference in San Marcos
Dr. Richard Boehm has received word that the National Council for Geographic Education has

accepted the Texas State University Department of C
annual meeting in San Marcos, TX. The meeting will be held in early October. Thank you to

Dr. Boehm and his collaborators for their efforts in securing this honor for the Department!
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Drs. Stroup and Romig Attend AWRA Conference in Alaska

Submitted by Dr. Kevin Romig

In May 2009, Dr. Laura Stroup and Dr. Kevin
Romig attended the American Water Resourc
Association Spring Specialty Conference entit
OManaging Water ResoO
in a Changing Climat
held in Anchorage, Alaska. They presented a
paper based on their funded research on the |
potential of resilient management of regional
water supply utilities in the AustiBan Antonio
corridor. The research engages the dualistic
challenges of climatic variability and rapid po
lation growth within a semarid region, and
their presentation was one of the few social,
environmental science papers within a confer £
ence largely attended by scientists, water eng

neers, and planners.

While the conference was held in downtown
Anchorage, Kevin and Laura acted as any go&
geographer should and, with the additional ¢
pany of Kevindés spou U
parts of Alaské specifically the Kenai Peninsula. While in Homer, the three chartered a boat to view wildlife diversity @& Kach
mak Bay, particularly for puffin viewing. A few puffins were visible, but the Bald Eagle population was astounding.cdpiainoa

spoke of Bald Eagles like many Central Texans do of Black Vultures or other carnivorous scavengers! The trio also attended
museum exhibit in Homer dedicated to the Exxon Valdez oil spill of 1989. While much of the visible environmental damage h4
faded, the Prince William Sound ecosystem and economy has been forever altered. The group experienced climate change f
hand in Seward, as they witnessed evidence of Exit Glacier retreating. While driving along the Kenai Peninsula, theshwere of
within sight of Mt. Redoubt as it was spewing volcanic ash. This trio offered the opportunity to share important envirmnment

research from our department and also gave two of our Assistant Professors a chance to visit Alaska for the first tigtbeand g

information about Alaskan geographic processes and landscapes.

Dr. Butler Invited to Switzerland,
Serves on Swiss Dissertation Committee

Submitted by Dr. David Butler

Dr. David Butler traveled to Switzerland in August 2009 upon invita-
| tion from the Department of Geosciences, Geography at the Univer-
sity of Fribourg. He was invited to serve on the dissertation commit-

-ring analysis for reconstructing rockfall hazard chronologies in the
canton of Valais. Dr. Butler was hosted by Dr. Markus Stoffel, for-
merly of the University of Fribourg and now of the University of Bern.

& }| Stoffel accompanied both Dr. Butler and the newly minted Dr. Schneu
~ wly on a two day field trip to the Valais Alps region, where they exam-
ined some of Dr. Schneuwl yds fi
natural hazards pose significant impact on the Swiss landscape. They
also visited the Eddishorn, with its panoramic view of the Aletschgletcher (Aletsch glacier). At 24 kilometers, thissgleeier

longest in the Alps and has undergone significant recession due to climatic warming in the past several decades.

Dr. Butler was accompanied on the trip by his wife, Dr. Janet Butler of the Texas State Department of Accounting. After thei
Swiss experience, the Drs. Butler traveled via traiendkd rg

their trip just in time to return to Texas State and prepare for the start of the fall semester.

tee of Dominique Schneuwly, whose defense examined the use of treq

D
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Congratulations to Geography Faculty!

Geography is proud of the hard work and dedication put forth by its faculty, and these awards and
accomplishments are a testament to their success.

Dr. Byron o0Dowas AbuRichard Boehm andDr.

| one of the recipients of the Mariel ~ David Butler were presented
M. Muir Excellence in Mentoring Texas State medallions during a
Awards for 2009. Each year, the ceremony honoring past recipients
award is giving to one faculty mem- of the Presidential Seminar Award|
ber and one staff member who on October 27, 2009. Dr. Boehm

provide exceptional support and received the Texas State Preside
commitment to individuals with tial Seminar Award in 1995, and D
less experience in order to Butler received it in 2006. The
strengthen their abilities in their recipient is honored with a recep-
professional and academic endeav- tion and the invitation to deliver a
ors. universitywide presentation on

their research.

Dr. Brock Brown was

promoted to full Professor Dr. David Butler is the
on September 1, 2009. He  senior coauthor on a book
has also been named one of  entitled The Changing Alpi
the two newest Center Treeline: The Example of
Scholars for the James and  Glacier National Park, MT,
Marilyn Lovell Center for USA.The book summarize
Environmental Geography several years of research 4
and Hazards Research. the alpine treeline ecotone

] by Dr. Butler, his collaboral
Dr. Lawrence Estaville tors, and studentsDr.

andAngelika Wahl , Staff  \jark Fonstad and four
Council President and Ge-  §gctoral alumni ce
ography staff member, ac-  gythored chapters within
cepted the 2009 National

the book. ~
Marrow Donor Programos
Collegiate Award on behalf  Dr. Mark Fonstad has
of the Cancer Awareness been appointed Environ-
Month and Community mental Sciences Editor for|
Outreach Committee for the Annals of the Associatip
its 3,240 marrow donor of American Geographers
registrants. Texas State The Annalss the flagship
was honored for having the  journal for the AAG and
largest number of regis- the Geography discipline
trants ever in a tweyear internationally. This out-

period on a university cam-  standing appointment

pus in the U.S. brings considerable prestig '
to the department and

Dr. Sven Fuhr nUa.nn.?ys

paper oO0Teachi nd""eﬁ saster

Preparedness in Geo- Dr. Laura Stroup has

graphic Educ atheeh Ramedbesof two ‘

selected as the 2008 Jour-  new Center Scholars for
nal of Geography Best Sec-  the James and Marilyn Lo
ondary Teaching Article. ell Center for Environ-
Eight Texas State graduate  mental Geography and
| students ceauthored the Hazards Research.
|| paper. Student Mary Curtis

accepted the award at this
year 6s NCGE Conference

in Puerto Rico.
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Jo Beth Oestreich Honored with NCGEOs High

Dr. Jo Beth Oestreich, adjunct professor for Texas State Geography, has been
selected to receive the 2009 Higher Education Distinguished Teaching Award
from the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE). This NCGE
award is designed to recognize and support excellence in geography teaching
among tweyear college, college, and university educators, honoring teachers

who have displayed continued dedication to geography education.

D
—

Jo Beth earned a Bachelor of Arts in History and Political Science, in addition tq
a teaching certification, from Texas Lutheran College in 1983. She continued
her education by obtaining a Masters of Applied Geography from Southwest
Texas State University in 1991, and in 2002, Jo Beth was awarded a PhD from

the University of Texas at Austin.

Jo Beth first became involved in the discipline of geography in th& i 0 6 s
while engaged as a classroom instructor. After attending Summer Institutes
offered by the Texas Alliance for Geographic Education in 1987 and 1988, fol-
lowed by a National Geographic Leadership Institute in 1989, Jo Beth became
committed to improving the quality and quantity of geography taught in Texas
classrooms, and beyond. Her history of providing@vice training for teach-
ers, along with the long list of presentations that she made at professional meetings and conferences, is a testamdatitaher

tion to the field of geography.

By starting out as a classroom educator and now as a university instructor at Texas State, Jo Beth is able to help mgihfutur
erations of classroom teachers by using a sound knowledge of what does and does not work when it comes to geography teaghing
and learning. She has kept her finger on the pulse of Texk $0cial studies by maintaining an active involvement in profieds
organizations such as the Texas Council for the Social Studies and Texas Social Studies Supervisors Association, takielnas als
an active role in national professional organization such as the National Council for Social Studies. Whether she &speading
fessional development workshop for-gervice educators or lecturing to university students who strive to become classroom

teachers, Jo Beth Oestreich has been able to synthesize the knowledge and skills that she has acquired from all aspshits of hq
cation and employment background to be the most inspiring, driven, and vocal supporter of quality geographic education at al

levels.

O

The Department is honored to have Dr. Oestreich as part of its adjunct faculty. Past recipients of this award have iDctuded
James Petersen, Byron Augustin, Richard Boehm, Brock Brown, David Butler, Lawrence Estaville, Robert Larsen, James Kimimel,

Fred Day, Richard Earl, Denise BlanchBohm, and Richard Dixon.

In August 2009, Emariana Taylor
was honored as the sole PhD
graduate from the Department.
Her advisor, Dr. David Butler, was
unable to attend the ceremony,
but Dr. Richard Dixon, a member
of her dissertation committee, had
the honor of hooding her.
Pictured from left to right: Dr. Richard

Dixon, newly minted Dr. Emariana Taylor,
and Dr. Philip Suckling, Department Chair




