
Board Research Scholarship Guidelines 

Eligible applicants will be graduate students pursuing the MA in International Studies who have a 
significant research project that takes them overseas and includes the strong chance of producing new 
knowledge and breaking new ground, usually in the form of a graduate thesis. 

 
I. General Guidelines 
 

A.  Applicant must be pursuing the MA in International Studies 
  
B. Applicant may submit only one proposal, whether working alone or as part of a group.  
  
C.  The award level range is $3,000 to $5,000, and can be combined with other awards. The Board 

Research Scholarship will not be awarded if there are no applicants with a major international 
project 

 
D. The following activities are not fundable:   

 •  any education or training not directly relevant to the research project  
 •  course or curriculum development projects  
 •  travel to conferences  

 
H.  Recipients of the Board Research Scholarship awards must submit a written final report by 

December 31 for summer and fall awards and by June 1 for spring awards. A report is a summary 
of the project’s accomplishments highlighting the thesis and any publications, presentations, and 
external grant proposals that result from the scholarship funding.  Applicants may not submit new 
Board Research Scholarship applications while reports from past scholarships are overdue. 

  
II.  The Application 
 
The Board Research application consists of the attached form along with research description arranged in 
the following order on a single page: 
 

A. Description of project in two clear, jargon-free sentences (25 pts.) 
B. Description of significance of research in two, jargon-free sentences (25 pts.) 
C. Description of international significance of the research in two, jargon-free sentences (15 pts.) 
D. Description of project’s methodology in two, jargon-free sentences (25 pts.) 
E. Description of budget justification in two, jargon-free sentences (10 pts.) 
F. Description of role of each researcher in one sentence (if more than one researcher) 

 
III.   Review Process 
 
Proposals are reviewed by an interdisciplinary committee of faculty, graduate students, and staff who are 
selected by the Director of the Center for International Studies (CIS) with the approval of the Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts.  The Committee will evaluate each application and give it a numerical score 
based on the application items and accompanying point values listed above. 
 
IV.   Post Award Guidelines 
  

A.  Where appropriate, applicants are expected to consult the chair of the university’s Intellectual 
Property Committee to ensure that proposed projects will conform to university intellectual 
property policies.  

  



B.  The Internal Review Board (IRB) and the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees 
(IACUC) must approve any research involving human or animal subjects, respectively, before a 
research award account can be funded. 

  
C.  The budget period for Board Research Scholarships is 3 to 12 months from the date that the 

scholarship award becomes funded. If exceptional circumstances arise, an extension may be 
requested from the CIS Director. 

 
E.   All equipment purchased with Board Research Scholarship funds is the property of the university.  

Equipment is not to be considered for the grantee's exclusive use once the scholarship research is 
completed. 

F.  Recipients of awards must submit a written terminal report to the CIS Director by December 31 
for summer or fall awards and by June 1 for spring awards.  The final report is a summary of the 
project accomplishments highlighting any publications, presentations and external grant proposals 
that were supported by the Board Research Scholarship, including a masters thesis.  


