




















































































 

CITIES OF NORTH AMERICACONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES 

IN U.S. AND CANADIAN CITIES

Edited by Lisa Benton-Short
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“A sparkling contribution to our knowledge of the urban issues facing 
the United States and Canada in this second decade of the twenty-
first century. The editor has assembled a team of leading scholars, 
masterfully integrating their highly accessible chapters to maximize 
students’ understanding of the rapidly changing metropolitan scene. 
Among the cutting-edge topics covered are changing approaches 
to urban geography, the latest impacts of globalization on cities 
and suburbs, the emergence of new social identities on the urban 
landscape, and the troubling effects of the ever-widening income 
gap. Especially valuable is the emphasis given to urban dimensions 
of the natural environment, which points toward the next big thing 
in researching and teaching about North American cities—urban 
sustainability. I wholeheartedly recommend this volume to anyone 
teaching courses in the urban-related social and environmental 
sciences as well as planners and policymakers concerned with the 
forces that continue to reshape the American metropolis.”
 —Peter O. Muller, University of Miami

“North America became a majority-urban realm early in the twentieth century. The world became a 
majority-urban planet early in the twenty-first century. Urbanization has rearranged populations every-
where, forced the creation of new living environments, overworked the networks of transportation and 
communication, and challenged local governments to provide jobs and services. None of this has hap-
pened without problems of continental proportion, and there is no better way to get a handle on those 
issues than by delving into Cities of North America.” —Donald J. Zeigler, Old Dominion University

This timely text provides a comprehensive overview of the dramatic and rapidly evolving issues confront-
ing the cities of North America. Metropolitan areas throughout the United States and Canada face 
a range of dynamic and complex concerns—including the redistribution of economic activities, the 
continued decline of manufacturing, increased social polarization, and the need to plan a sustainable 
future. The book explores how the combined processes of urbanization and globalization have added 
new responsibilities for city governments at the same time that leaders are grappling with planning, eco-
nomic development and finance, justice, equity, and social cohesion. Introducing contemporary spatial 
arrangements and distributions of activities in metropolitan areas, this clear and accessible book covers 
economic, social, political, and ecological changes. It is also the only text to include the physical geog-
raphy of urban areas. Bringing together leading geographers, it will be an ideal resource for courses on 
urban geography and geography of the city.

About the Editor
LISA BENTON-SHORT is associate professor of geography at George Washington University.
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