
38  | College of Fine Arts & Communication Dean’s Report 2013 | 39  

DEPARTMENT OF  
THEATRE & DANCE
The Division of Dance is the only dance program in 
the world whose curriculum is based on the principles 
of dance visionary Erick Hawkins. Regarded as the 
Poet of Modern Dance, Erick Hawkins (1909 -1994) is 
recognized by the Dance Heritage Coalition as one of 
America’s Irreplaceable Dance Treasures.

Former theatre students include Tony-winning actors Julie White 
and John Benjamin Hickey, Emmy-winning actor Powers Boothe, 
Emmy-winning light designer Matt Ford, Emmy-winning writer and 
�lm director �omas Carter, and Drama Desk nominee Demond 
Green.

�e �eatre faculty has earned both national and international acclaim. 
Faculty have had their designs displayed at the Prague Quadrennial and 
had them published in TD&T. Faculty members have starred on televi-
sion, worked on Broadway, on National tours, been on original cast 
albums and worked at the Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, and Arena 

Stage. �eir plays have won awards and been produced from New York 
to Los Angeles. Faculty have published books, been keynote speakers at 
national and international conferences and had their articles featured in 
American �eatre.

�e Dance faculty has earned both national and international acclaim 
presenting work in Costa Rica, France, Germany, Greece, Mexico, 
Scotland, Chicago, Denver, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New 
York City, and Portland.

In 2012-13, the theatre program launched its �rst terminal degree, an 
M.F.A. in �eatre, with an emphasis in Directing.

In 2012, the dance division ranked 4th nationally in the number of 
undergraduate degrees awarded; the theatre program ranked 8th.
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