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Abstract:  The teaching of mathematics, at all levels, is intertwined with the teaching of language. 
Internationally multilingualism is no longer the extraordinary case and yet language policies for schools 
remain predominantly monolingual. The South African Language in Education Policy (LiEP) promotes 
the development all eleven of the South African official languages and, ostensibly, multilingualism. 
Although there is a spread across all eleven official languages nationally in Foundation Phase (FP) 
classes, current policy interpretation and implementation, specifically the way in which the schools select 
a language of teaching and learning (LOLT) and learning material are produced, imposes monolingual 
education. In the FP context learners are learning language and foundational mathematical concepts 
simultaneously. Research shows that learners benefit from using their home language in conjunction with 
other languages when doing mathematics. The research reported on in this paper was carried out to 
investigate the use of written and spoken language in FP mathematics. Published learning and teaching 
support material were analysed and a survey in 20 schools was carried out to gather data on teacher and 
learner language use. The curriculum topic of patterns formed the mathematical content context for the 
investigation. Preliminary analysis shows that there are errors and omissions in publication translations 
and that variation in language use is present. Findings from this analysis will be interpreted in relation to 
issues around language use – the question of standardisation of mathematical register and recognition of 
the role of translanguaging in mathematics classes. 
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