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IMPORTANT DATES
October

Oct. 20 – Professional Development Event: Blue Ocean Strategy, hosted by Bruce 
                Howard, 5:00pm, McCoy 333. (see below for additional details)
       Also streamed live via Zoom. RSVP at bit.ly/blueocean1020
Oct. 21 – Deadline to accept Beta Gamma Sigma invitation
Oct. 24 – Professional Development Event: Tom Behan, “Soft-Skills Toolkit”, 5:00pm, 
         McCoy 243. Also streamed live via Zoom. (see below for additional details) 

November

Nov. 4 – Annual McCoy Graduate Etiquette Dinner with host Diane Gottsman. Austin 
      Marriott South, 6:15pm. $20/person, tickets must be purchased in advance. 
      See below for additional information and RSVP link.
Nov. 10 – Professional Development Event: Business Travel 101. Hosted by 
        Dr. Bill Chittenden. Noon-1:00pm, McCoy 430. Also streamed live via Zoom.
Nov. 11-13 – Three-Day Startup. Application deadline is October 28.
Nov. 17 – Beta Gamma Sigma Recognition & Induction Ceremony, 5:15pm, McCoy 119
Nov. 24-25 – Offices closed for Thanksgiving
Nov. 30 – Deadline for Hooding Ceremony video clips

December

Dec. 1 – Deadline for December graduates to RSVP for McCoy Hooding Ceremony
Dec. 3 – MGSA Combined-Campus Social, Rainey Street, 11am-2pm. More
       details to be announced via Facebook group page
Dec. 8  – Last day of fall classes (except for Friday-only classes)
Dec. 9  – First day of final exams
Dec. 16 – Last day of final exams
Dec. 17 – McCoy Graduate Hooding Ceremony, LBJ Student Center Ballroom, 2:00pm
Dec. 17 – Fall Commencement ceremony for McCoy graduates, Strahan Coliseum, 6pm
Dec. 19 – Christmas break begins 

January

Jan. 14 – McCoy Graduate Bootcamp
Jan. 16 – MLK Day (offices closed, no classes)
Jan. 17 – First day of Spring classes (Tuesday)

MGSA LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The McCoy Graduate Student Association (MGSA) is a student-led organization dedicated to enhanc-
ing the social and professional development aspects of the graduate programs outside of the classroom.

Officer and event chair positions become available regularly as students graduate so if you are interested 
in helping your fellow students connect while developing your own organizational and leadership skills 
please consider applying.

For additional information contact MGSA President Jaclyn Ramirez, jramirez@txstate.edu.

Maybe There IS Such a Thing as a Free Lunch!
It’s not uncommon for peers and co-workers to ask lots of questions once they find out you are pursuing 
your gradaute business degree at Texas State University. And while we love referrals, we’ll make answer-
ing questions about the McCoy MBA program even easier by doing an on-site information session.

How does it work? If you have a group of at least five co-workers who are interested in learning more 
about the graduate business programs at Texas State we will come to you--with food, of course--and do a 
very brief presentation with time for Q&A, usually about 30-40 minutes over lunch. We’ve also found that 
HR department folks like to jump in and talk about tuition reimbursement benefits (if applicable) and we 
love that, too. 

All we need is a meeting space--conference rooms work great--and a list of people. We’ll email menu 
options and make it happen. Contact Matt Painter, mpainter@txstate.edu, for more details. 

PDUs: What They Are & What You Need To Know
PDU stands for Professional Development Unit. Beginning in Fall 2015, all incoming 
McCoy MBA students (Flex and Cohort) are required to accumulate a total of twelve (12) 
PDUs during your time in the program. This is a requirement to graduate and earn 
your Master of Business Administration degree. MBA students enrolled prior to fall 
2015 do not have a PDU requirement.

This same PDU requirement was instituted in Fall 2016 for all incoming MSHRM stu-
dents. MSHRM students enrolled prior to fall 2016 do not have a PDU requirement.

MBA and MSHRM students who attended Bootcamp (Fall 2015, Spring 2016 or Fall 
2016) already earned 6 PDUs. You’re halfway there! Our commitment to you is to offer 
more than enough PDU opportunities throughout the program so no one should ever 
come up short as long as you are participating. The Etiquette Dinner, as an example, is 
an opportunity to earn 2 PDUs.

MAcy and MSAIT students are not subject to the PDU requirement. HOWEVER, you 
are always welcome (and encouraged) to attend any and all Professional Develop-
ment events.

Congratulations to our newest Beta 
Gamma Sigma invitees!
This fall you may witness some of your peers being invited to Beta 
Gamma Sigma, the international honor society serving business pro-
grams accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business (AACSB). Membership in Beta Gamma Sigma is the 
highest recognition a business student anywhere in the world can 
receive in an AACSB accredited program.

To be eligible for membership, Texas State graduate students must have completed at 
least 40 percent of the courses in their respective program and rank in the top 20 percent 
of students in their program based on their Texas State GPA.. Because students’ grades 
are typically higher in graduate programs than undergraduate, the cutoff for McCoy grad-
uate students is usually much higher than their undergraduate counterparts. 

Join us in congratulating the following McCoy 
graduate students for being invited to join BGS:

Edwardo Rodriguez
Mark Rodriguez

Timothy Rountree
Tyler  Royal

Lyndsey Shapiro
Weston Smith
Chelsea Smith
Michele Spinn

Taylor Teis
Ryan Thormaehlen

Natalia Villatoro Godoy
Teresa Warner
Matthew Watt

Mario Yepes Lopez

Reuben Bruning
Amy Cross

Trang Thi Huyen Do
Dana Siminitz

Amber Fleming
Christopher Forral

Beth Grupp
Heaven Guerrero

Sean Mackie
Travis Mims
Kyle Mueller

Jaclyn Ramirez
Ralph Rickey

Official McCoy MBA Page
facebook.com/McCoyMBA

McCoy Gradute Student Association Group
facebook.com/groups/McCoyGSA

Official McCoy MBA
twitter.com/McCoyMBA

GOODBYE MBASA, HELLO MGSA!
Many years ago our official student organization was chartered (with then-Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity) as the Graduate Business Student Association. At some point that name changed to the McCoy MBA 
Student Association (MBASA). In doing this the organization became more focused, but also excluded 
other McCoy graduate students. 

We have now come full-circle and are happy to announce that the MBASA is now the McCoy Graduate 
Student Association (“MGSA”). With approximately 400 total graduate students here at McCoy our in-
tent is to open up social and professional development events to all MAcy, MSAIT and MSHRM students 
in addition to all our MBA students. 

The McCoy Graduate Student Association (MGSA) is comprised of current McCoy MBA, MAcy, MSAIT 
and MSHRM students and alumni, and strives to be a cohesive network of people who are actively en-
gaged in activities that enhance their business knowledge, management skills and leadership abilities. 
The mission of the MGSA is to support the educational advancement and professional development of 
McCoy graduate students to create tomorrow’s leaders.

 The McCoy Graduate Student Association values

  - INTEGRITY and adherence to professional and ethical standards 
  - Commitment to personal and professional DEVELOPMENT
  - An educational EXPERIENCE which transcends the classroom 
  - Respect for individuals and a diverse culture that creates a true sense of COMMUNITY

McCoy Bootcamp: Changes and Continued Success
On Saturday, August 27, we held our third McCoy Orientation Bootcamp. Our two previ-
ous Bootcamp events (Fall 2016 and Spring 2017) received high praise but were limited 
to only incoming MBA students. This semester we expanded the Bootcamp experience to 
include all incoming McCoy graduate students (MBA Cohort and Flex, MAcy, MSAIT and 
MSHRM). Our goal with this event, as with the past Bootcamps, was to better prepare 
incoming graduate students to succeed in their programs.

It was a long day but the feedback indicates this Bootcamp, like the first two, was a huge 
success. Incoming students were greeted by Dr. Chittenden and got the now-standard 
“Fire and Brimstone” talk from Dr. Brian Miller before launching into orientation sessions, 
team-building exercises and refreshers on presentation skills . We appreciate everyone 
who attended and look forward to offering this experience in the future.

Jaclyn Ramirez
President
jramirez@txstate.edu

Marina Irfan
Vice President - Communication
marina.irfan@txstate.edu

Emily Williams
Communications Chair – 
San Marcos
enw6@txstate.edu

Steffanie Eckhart
Social Engagement & 
Community Outreach Chair
s_e25@txstate.edu

Meet Your Officers

Ashley Robbins
Social Chair - Round Rock
ar1617@txstate.edu

Christina Wishart Ortega 
Social Chair - Round Rock
cw1346@txstate.edu

Natalia Villatoro
Communications Chair – 
Round Rock
nataliavillatoro@txstate.edu

Stephanie Snow
Technology Chair
ss1711@txstate.edu

Amy Corona
Vice President – Round Rock
ac1101@txstate.edu
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Welcome to our new McCoy Graduate Students!
We are very happy to welcome 106 new graduate students to McCoy this semester! 

Of these 106 new students, 12 are enrolled in the Full-Time Cohort MBA program, 45 are Flex MBA stu-
dents, 37 are MAcy students, 5 are enrolled in the MSAIT program and 7 are new MSHRM students. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

Your Soft Skills Toolkit—How to Be a Standout
Join Mr. Tom Behan, former bank president, CEO of a multibillion dollar company, and 

lifelong entrepreneur as he presents proven strategies for success in the workplace with 
emphasis on soft skills. Mr. Behan’s unique background and experience paired with his 
simple, entertaining, and powerful presentation approach will give students solid take-
aways to improve their soft skills in the workplace immediately.

When: Monday, October 24 at 5:00 p.m.
Where: McCoy 243, also available to stream via Zoom to any computer. RSVP here.

Questions may be directed to Brittany Naylor, bnaylor@txstate.edu

Plan NOW For Spring and Summer Internships

MBA and MSHRM students: You can receive elective credit for performing an intern-
ship. The course is MGT-5395 and it is approved on a case-by-case basis.Two important 
points to remember: 

First, start this process early! MGT-5395 isn’t like other courses, and if you wait until late 
registration to start the approval process it’s likely not going to happen.

Second, your internship does not have to fall perfectly within the start and end dates of 
an academic semester. Most internships either start early, end early or span multiple 
semesters. Also keep in mind that in certain circumstances we can allow an internship at 
your current employer (f you are currently working for a company large enough to have 
different business units/divisions).

Contact Matt Painter, mpainter@txstate.edu, for additional information. MGT-5395 can 
be approved for fall, spring or summer enrollment.  

MAcy and MSAIT students: The requirements for accounting internships is different 
compared to MBA and MSHRM students. Contact Laurie Brown, laurie.brown@txstate.
edu, for additional information. 

Graduate Student
Association Newsletter

Welcome to Our Newest McCoy Graduate Team Member
In September, Christina Vaughan joined the McCoy Graduate Pro-
grams team as our new Administrative Assistant III. Christina is not 
new to Texas State, however, so she hit the ground running and we 
are happy to have her in the Dean’s Office.

Christina fills the vacancy left by Emma Vasquez, who retired on 
August 31 after a long tenure with the University. While we hated
to see Emma go we are happy that she’s now able to spend more 
time with her family, and we are happy that Christina joined us!

Online Requests for Academic Advising
Requests for academic advising should be done electronically. Email works, but our online form pro-
vides a convenient way to request help or an appointment. This form allows you to specify the reason 
for your request and attach a screenshot if you are getting an error message during registration.
It also generates a confirmation 
email to let you know we’ve received 
your request for assistance. 

Simply go to the McCoy Graduate               
website and click on “Academic Advis-
ing” under the “Current Students” tab in 
the navigation bar. All McCoy graduate           
students (MBA, MAcy, MSAIT and MSHRM) can use this request form.

McCoy Graduate Program Contacts
Do you have a question, concern, or just need to be pointed in the right direction? The faculty and staff of 
the McCoy College of Business Graduate Programs are always available to help. All can be reached at 
512-245-3591.

Dr. Bill Chittenden
Associate Dean, Graduate Programs
Chittenden@txstate.edu

Contact for: Special requests, conditional admission, academic suspension 
and probation

Mr. Matthew Painter
MBA Program Director, MGSA Faculty Advisor
mpainter@txstate.edu

Contact for: General program questions, recruiting, marketing, MGT-5395 
internships, admission questions, on-site information sessions, MGSA

Mrs. Brittany Naylor
MBA/MSHRM Graduate Academic Advisor
bnaylor@txstate.edu

Contact for: MBA and MSHRM academic advising, registration issues, course 
schedule questions/concerns, professional development events, degree audits

Mrs. Christina Vaughan
Administrative Assistant III, McCoy Graduate Programs
cvaughan@txstate.edu

Contact for: Pre-acceptance technical/application issues, general questions

Mrs. Cara Frederick
Corporate Outreach Coordinator
cara.frederick@txstate.edu

Contact for: Career advising, career services-related questions, job and intern-
ship opportunities you would like to share with other McCoy graduate students

Special Note: Cara is out of the office until mid-November. Please contact 
another McCoy Gradaute Programs team member for urgent matters.

Mrs. Laurie Brown
MAcy/MSAIT Graduate Academic Advisor
laurie.brown@txstate.edu

Contact for: MAcy and MSAIT academic advising, registration issues, course 
schedule questions/concerns, degree audits

Volunteer Opportunity: McCoy Hooding Ceremony
Prior to commencement in the fall and spring semesters we host the McCoy Graduate Hooding Ceremony 
for all MBA, MAcy, MSAIT and MSHRM students. This is a wonderful, celebratory time that is more per-
sonal than commencement and always gets rave reviews.

Like all professionally produced events, the Hooding Ceremony requires some work behind the scenes. 
We are seeking student volunteers for the December 17 ceremony, which will be held in the LBJ 
Student Center Ballroom at 2pm. No heavy-lifting, we promise! Added bonus: you can earn one (1) 
PDU per shift that you sign up for. Details here: bit.ly/hoodingvolunteer

http://www.bit.ly/blueocean1020
http://www.facebook.com/McCoyMBA
http://www.facebook.com/groups/McCoyGSA
http://www.twitter.com/McCoyMBA
http://www.bit.ly/mccoy_dinner_16
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfS1THt8lfIvQHzyCIcfg8nfpgv7f1y7-rDqfdMB4YoSlc3Fw/viewform?c=0&w=1
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http://texasstate.3daystartup.org/
mailto:lk24@txstate.edu
http://texasstate.3daystartup.org/
http://graduate.mccoy.txstate.edu/current_students/advising.html
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