
Meet the new chair of the CIS Department.  Dr. David Wierschem 

received his PhD in MIS and his MS in Operations Research from 

the University of Texas at Dallas in 1998.  He has an MBA from 

Georgia State University and his BS from Texas A&M University.  

He has taught everything from statistics to database to telecommu-

nications.  His areas of specialty are networking and database.  His 

research interests include IT certifications, cultural impacts on web 

design, and data mining.  He is an avid supporter of AITP.  As a 

student chapter advisor he co-hosted a national and regional con-
ference, served as the database competition coordinator and has 

been a judge on several competitions. 

 
He comes to us from Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls, 

TX where he has been an associate professor of MIS, AACSB Co-

ordinator, Graduate Coordinator, International Coordinator, and 

Technology Coordinator.  During his tenure as AACSB Coordina-

tor Midwestern State University successfully obtained AACSB 

accreditation. 

He was born in New York City but got to Texas as soon as he 

could.  He has lived in New York, Connecticut, Missouri, Illinois, 

Michigan, Georgia and Texas.  He has traveled extensively in the 

US and abroad.  He likes playing Sid Meier’s—Civilization and he 

loves driving his 1973 Maverick when it’s not too hot. 

Current  News 

AITP 

Being a member of the Texas 

State Association of Informa-

tion Technology Profession-

als (AITP) student chapter is 

about gaining a greater un-

derstanding of the role infor-

mation technology plays in 

business; it’s also about pro-

fessional networking, and it’s 

about being the best in the IT 

field. 
 

Texas State AITP is one of 

the largest and, by far, the 

most active AITP student 

chapters in the nation. It sup-

ports its members by helping 

them with their educational 

career and through the transi-

tion to a career professional.  

The chapter works in partner-

ship with the McCoy College 

CIS Department and has sev-

eral CIS faculty members 

serving as chapter advisors.   

The chapter also works with 

the San Antonio and Austin 

AITP professional chapters.  
 

The chapter works to give 

students a better understand-

ing of the vital business role 

of IT including the most cur-

rent hardware and software, 

the proper relationship of IT 

to management, and the ne-

cessity for a professional 

attitude among IT profession-

als. The chapter encourages 

professional and social net-

working between students, 

faculty, and business profes-

sionals in an informative and 

technologically advanced 

environment. 
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Did you know that according 

to the Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics, “ Three of the 10 indus-

tries projected to have the 

most wage and salary employ-

ment growth are in profes-

sional and business services: 

management, scientific, and 

technical consulting; computer 
systems design; and employ-

ment services.”  All three of 

these areas are supported by a 

degree in CIS! 

Specific occupations targeted 

for growth include: manage-

ment analysts, computer soft-

ware engineers-applications, 

network systems analysts and 

data communication analysts. 

Of the fastest growing careers 

network systems and data 

communications analysts ranks 

number 2! Also identified are 

Computer software engineers - 

applications, and computer 

software engineers - systems 

software. 

What this says is that there are 

a lot of opportunities  for CIS 

graduates and at Texas State 

we are doing all that we can to 

help get you there. 

And the future looks even 

brighter.  As technology con-

tinues to expand its reach, 

opportunities will continue to 

expand.  For example, the in-

troduction of the iPad, growth 

of mobile media applications, 

and new technologies in com-

munications and data transfer  

all need CIS graduates like you! 

High school-level contests in-

clude PC Troubleshooting, Java, 

and Microsoft Office 2007.  

The college-level Visual Basic 

competition is also open to 

high school students. Breakfast 

and lunch are also included for 

high school registrants.  For 

more information or to partici-

pate, please visit:  

itsymposium.txstateaitp.org. 
 

In May 2010, Texas State AITP 

opened the first high school 

AITP chapter in the nation to 

Now in its 4th year, this event 

draws several hundred students 

from around central Texas.  

True to its motto, “Building 

Your IT Future”, this event is 

designed for all students and 

also includes specific content 

and contests for high school 

students.  This full-day confer-

ence includes over a dozen 
speaker sessions, robotics 

demonstrations, gaming dem-

onstrations, tours of the Texas 

State Data Center, exhibitor 

fair, career fair, and more.  

be sponsored by a college 

chapter.  Lehman High School 

in Kyle, Texas, formed its chap-

ter, and, with its officers in 

place, opened for operation.  

Texas State AITP looks for-

ward to expanding this pro-

gram to bring other high school 

students the benefits of AITP as 

well as a broader knowledge of 
IT, of the IT industry, and of 

the educational opportunities 

in IT available at the college 

level.  

 

Careers 

What’s Hot! - High School Symposium 

Faculty Focus 

from the University of Texas at 

Austin. He also holds Master 

Degrees in Healthcare Admini-

stration (Baylor), Human Re-

source Management (Troy), 

Military Arts & Sciences 

(Command & General Staff 

College), and Statistics 

(University of Texas at Austin).                                                                     

        He is a Fellow in the 
American College of Health-

care Executives and holds fixed 

and rotary wing aviation qualifi-

cations. Larry’s research inter-

ests revolve around military, 

veteran, medical and pedagogi-

cal domains.  He has more than 

20 accepted or published peer-

reviewed articles in journals 

such as Armed Forces & Soci-

ety, the Journal of Nursing 

Administration, and the Journal 

of Internet Medical Research.  

             Finally, Larry is a quasi- 
adrenaline junky.  He enjoys 

kayaking, jumping from planes, 

flying planes, and parasailing.  

Dr. Lawrence Fulton joins us as 

new faculty in the area of quan-

titative methods.  For the past 

25 years, he worked, re-

searched, and taught for the 

Army Medical Department. He 

has deployed to several garden 

spots including locations in 

Asia, Central America, Europe, 

and the Middle East.  

        Larry remains a creden-

tialed healthcare administrator 

with a Ph.D. in Management 

Science & Information Systems 

Memorable 

Quotable 

“Once a new 

technology rolls 

over you, if 

you’re not part of 

the steamroller, 

you’re part of the 

road.”  

Stewart Brand  
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Computer  
Information Systems - 

Texas State University 
 
The degree that pre-

pares you for the fu-
ture!  


