
Geography: Researching national issues
Faculty in the Department of Geography are some of the most pro-

lific researchers at Texas State, winning more than $10 million in
grants and contracts over the past five years. Their projects, which
cover the map from Canada to Mexico, are providing valuable infor-
mation on issues of national importance.

Preparing the next generation of geographers
For the past three summers, public school students from the Rio

Grande Valley to the Panhandle have come to the Texas State campus
to explore careers in Geography.  In a workshop sponsored by the
Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education, the students use geo-
graphic technology to do such things as measure water flow rates in
the San Marcos River, take inventories of plant and animal life, navi-
gate through an obstacle course
using Global Positioning units,
and create maps that show water
resources and water usage.  They
also study a geographic hazard—a
nearby gorge that was created by
sudden flooding.  The purpose of
the workshop, which receives
funding from the National
Geographic Society, is to interest
the students in pursuing careers in
geography.  “The students get a
wide overview of geography, and
they come to realize that it can be
a wonderful career opportunity,”
said Grosvenor Center Director
Dr. Richard Boehm.  Students have enjoyed the workshop so much
that some have returned as workshop counselors in succeeding years.
One participant—Joseph Herrera, a junior at Harlandale High
School in San Antonio—said, “Geography is more than just remem-
bering the capitals of states; it is involved in everything, from moni-
toring water quality to studying groups of people in cities.  I found it
truly amazing what you can do with a career in geography.” 

The Grosvenor Center also trained more than 300 Texas public
school teachers this year to use Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) technology in their classrooms, bringing them up to date on
the technology commonly used in universities and in the market-
place. The training was sponsored by a grant from the National
Geographic Society. Teachers learned to create a system of layered,
computerized maps that enable the analysis of spatial information.
For example, by using GIS, students can determine probable crop
yields by looking at soil conditions and rainfall amounts, or they can
analyze crime patterns to determine where police departments should
allocate their resources.

Geography Professor Dr. Robert D. Larsen received
an award from Liberal Arts Dean Ann Marie Ellis
for holding 15 research grants totaling $2.2 mil-
lion—the largest number of grants held by a
Liberal Arts faculty member.  Dr. Larsen special-
izes in land use planning and solid waste manage-
ment, and he studies ways of improving water and
air quality.  In 2000, the Texas American
Planning Association honored Dr. Larsen with the
Distinguished Achievement Award, recognizing his
contributions to the field of planning.

Mapping the movement of disease
Because migrant farmworkers from Mexico and Central America

comprise a major segment of the agricultural labor force in Texas and
California, they have the potential to spread contagious disease over
wide geographical areas. In order to track and contain an outbreak of
disease, epidemiologists need to know the farmworkers’ migratory pat-
terns—where they come from and where they go.  To answer these
questions, the Brooks City-Base Foundation in San Antonio has
awarded a contract to The Texas Center for Geographic Information
Science to develop GIS databases and software packages that can be
used to map and analyze the movements of migrant farmworkers.
Center Director Dr. F. Benjamin Zhan said that the GIS system for
mapping, monitoring, predicting, and mitigating disease can be
applied to migratory movements across the Canadian border, as well.
Dr. Alberto Giordano and Dr. Yongmei Lu, members of the
Geography faculty from Italy and China, are co-investigators in this
important international research.
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Creating a community of learning
Dear Friends,

New students to Texas State take a
course called University Seminar in
which they reflect upon the value and
nature of a university education and
begin to develop strategies for life-long
learning.  One of the seminar’s goals is to
create a common academic experience for
students, to enhance their participation
in the campus community and in its
intellectual life through discussion and critical thinking on a cur-
rent topic.  In 2005-2006, the theme of the Common
Experience will be “Courage.” Students will read and write about
If I Die in a Combat Zone, an award-winning novel by Tim
O’Brien that explores American soldiers’ experiences in Vietnam.
Mr. O’Brien, one of America’s most celebrated authors, is our
2005-2006 Mitte Chair in Creative Writing.  His novels and
short stories have been used as texts in first-year English classes at
Texas State, and students acclaim them as some of the most life-
changing works that they read.   Mr. O’Brien will anchor a cen-
tral academic event on the theme of courage—a presentation and
question-answer session that will reach thousands of students.
Additionally, departments within Liberal Arts will sponsor speak-
ers, panels, discussion groups, films, and performances on the
theme of courage. Through participation in this campuswide aca-
demic event, our faculty and students can say that they have
truly created a community of learning.

Faculty and students are also contributing to our community
of learning and to the larger community through externally-
funded research, featured in this issue of Mosaic.   Last year was
one of significant research accomplishment as Liberal Arts facul-
ty managed 55 grants and contracts totaling more than $4.4
million.  Externally-funded research will continue to be impor-
tant because it enables our faculty and students to discover new
knowledge and to apply it in solving problems beyond the
University.  From correlating birth defects with environmental
hazards to finding better ways to teach geography and history, I
hope you enjoy reading about our College’s sponsored research.

Sincerely,

Ann Marie Ellis, Ph.D.
Dean

Three professors win Fulbright awards
The College of Liberal Arts will soon have the opportunity to build

new relationships with universities in foreign countries, thanks to three
faculty who have received awards from the Fulbright program,  spon-
sored by the U.S. Department of State.

Dr. William H. DeSoto, Political Science, has been invited to teach
at a university in the Slovak Republic in Fall 2005.  The Slovak
Republic became a democracy only recently, in 1991.  Dr. DeSoto,
whose field is local government, anticipates being asked to teach courses
in local government and public administration.  He also hopes to
exchange information with local governments on land use and commu-
nity planning.  

Dr. Priscilla V. Leder, English, will teach at the Université Catholique
de Louvain, Belgium, in Spring 2006.  She anticipates teaching two
classes to advanced undergraduate students—one on American ethnic
literature and, depending on students' interest, one on religion in
American literature. The award is her second Fulbright: in Spring 2000
she taught at Universidade de Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro (UTAD),
in Vila Real, Portugal.  

Dr. F. Benjamin Zhan, professor of Geography and Director of the
Texas Center for Geographic Information Science, has been approved
as a candidate for the Fulbright Senior Specialists program in
Geographic Information Science.  As a Senior Specialist, Dr. Zhan is
eligible to be matched with an institution overseas that is looking for
curricular support, faculty development, or institutional planning
expertise in Geographic Information Science. Dr. Zhan is the third
Liberal Arts faculty member to receive the Senior Specialist designation.
He joins Dr. Vince Luizzi, Philosophy, and Prof. Steve Wilson, English,
who are also on the Senior Specialist roster.

Dr. F. Benjamin Zhan,
Fulbright Senior Specialist

Dr. Priscilla V. Leder,
Fulbright to Belgium
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Tribal language and the landscape
The Navajo and Hopi tribes, which use Geographic Information

Systems technology in their land-use planning, find that they need a
new set of terminology to make GIS work for them.  They use GIS

to map and analyze geographic
information from archaeological
sites and land formations; however,
the correct operation of GIS relies
on using generic terminology for
land features—words such as moun-
tain, river, forest—which does not
accommodate the Navajo’s and
Hopi’s complex ideas about the
landscape.  The Navajo, for exam-
ple, may have different terms for

land features depending on the season, the place, and the gender of
the person describing the feature.  A green mountain in spring is not
necessarily the same mountain when it is snow-covered, and events
such as rain are gendered, explains Dr. David Stea, Director of the
Center for Texas-Mexico Applied Research.  This project began sev-
eral years ago in North Australia with Dr. David Mark’s (SUNY-
Buffalo) study of the Yindjibarndi, a Native Australian group. Dr.
Stea and Dr. Mark now have a grant from the National Science
Foundation to study how the Navajo and Hopi describe their land-
scape and to learn how their descriptions of land features can be
combined into generic categories for use in GIS.  One way Dr. Stea
hopes to obtain information is by learning how each tribe uses and
labels land forms in its creation stories.  For example, the Navajo
have named a lava flow in New Mexico’s Malpais area “the blood of
the monster,” in reference to the tribal creation story in which
Changing Woman’s son, Monster Slayer, slays the Monster. Some 30
miles away lies “the head of the monster” that Monster Slayer
lobbed off—a volcanic plug that is unrelated geographically to the
lava flow but that is nevertheless related linguistically in tribal lore.
“I hope to learn from the labels people attach to natural landmarks
and to their stories what is important to each tribe and whether
such things as volcanic plugs are called different things in different
places and seasons,” said Dr. Stea.  In addition to formulating termi-
nology for use in GIS, he and Dr. Mark hope to assemble a photo
dictionary of land forms for the tribes to use in their schools.

Climate change and the alpine tree line
The Lovell Center for Environmental Geography and Hazards

Research has a grant from the U.S. Geological Survey to study soil
formation and landform processes at and above the alpine tree line in
Glacier National Park.  Lovell Faculty Scholar Dr. David Butler says
the study will help in predicting where forest might become estab-
lished in currently treeless tundra as the climate changes because of
global warming. Currently, Dr. Butler is assisting the U.S. National
Park Service in preparing a new map of the geology and landforms of
Glacier National Park.

Kens to write on the U.S. Supreme Court
Dr. Paul Kens, Professor of Political Science at Texas State, has

received a $40,000 fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, to write a book on the United States Supreme Court from
1873 to 1887.  The book, part of a University of South Carolina Press
series on the history of the U.S. Supreme Court, will cover the

Reconstruction-era tenure of the Court’s sev-
enth Chief Justice, Morrison R. Waite.

During Waite’s tenure (1873-1887), the
Supreme Court decided its first cases interpret-
ing the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to
the Constitution, adopted after the Civil War.
These amendments abolished slavery (13th
Amendment), established citizenship rights
(14th Amendment), and guaranteed the right
to vote to former slaves and U.S. citizens of
any race (15th Amendment).  Notably, deci-

sions by the Waite court reduced the protections against discrimination
that the 14th Amendment afforded to African Americans and set the
scene for the later use of the Amendment as a protection for business
interests against government regulation.

Kens, who in 1996 received the Hughes-Gossett Award for Historical
Excellence from the Supreme Court Historical Society, received another
NEH fellowship in 1993, to write a book on the famous gold rush
forty-niner and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen J. Field, and he is
author of the 1988 book Lochner v. New York: Economic Regulation on
Trial, both published by the University of Kansas Press.

Students at summer Geography
workshop

Navajo men make vision quests
to this volcanic plug, called

“The Rock with Wings”
(Shiprock, NM)

Dr. William H. DeSoto,
Fulbright to the Slovak Republic

Dr. Paul Kens



Saving Hays County's rural character
People are drawn to Hays County, where San Marcos is located,

because of its rural character—its beautiful scenery and open spaces.
As a result, Hays County has one of the fastest-growing suburban
populations in the state, which threatens to diminish the county’s
rural qualities. 

“To keep the open spaces, we’ll have to find ways to help farmers and
ranchers to sustain agriculture—to earn a living so that they can stay on
their land,” said Dr. Sue Johnson in Texas State’s Department of
Sociology.  She and Dr. Pamela Showalter in the Department of
Geography have a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to
study ways that Hays County can maintain its rural character by contin-
uing to farm even as the countryside becomes more suburban.

Sustainable agriculture  maintains soil fertility, fights erosion, and produces food using a mini-
mum of chemicals.   Its success depends on widespread community support:  communities must
incorporate farming into their urban planning and provide markets for the farms’ products.   “For
sustainable agriculture to work, the community has to adopt it as a goal. Communities in the
Northeast and Midwest have succeeded in incorporating sustainable agriculture into their land use
plans, but that hasn’t happened yet in Hays County. We hope our study will instigate that dia-
logue,” Johnson said.

MPA students produce nation's top papers
Students in the Master’s Degree Program in Public Administration have been honored

nationally for their outstanding papers, by the public administration honorary association, Pi
Alpha Alpha.  
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estimates that unexploded ordnance, which can include mines, nerve gases,
and explosive shells, probably contaminates 20 million to 50 million acres of
land in the U.S. and would take centuries to clean up at current rates.  The
study, published in the American Sociological Review (August 2004) was
funded partially by the National Science Foundation.

Teachers learn new ways to teach history
Social studies teachers in Hays County and San Marcos are learning new

ways to teach American history.  The teachers attend summer institutes, given
by faculty in the Texas State Department of History. The
institutes focus on American history from the 15th
through the 20th Centuries. The emphasis is on teaching
students to become critical thinkers and to gather evi-
dence and draw conclusions from primary historical
sources—such as the U.S. Declaration of Independence
or President George W. Bush's Address to Congress after
9/11.  An institute web site—http://www.txstate.edu/
teachamhistory/—provides teachers and students with
access to dozens of significant historical documents and
practical lesson plans for using primary sources in the
classroom. Tracé Etienne-Gray, workshop coordinator

and History Department faculty member, said the workshop broadens the
teachers' perspectives by helping them to do such things as analyze how histo-
rians use evidence, examine bias and point of view, gain an understanding of
historical debate, and examine history through the values of the time.  The
interaction with the public school teachers also helps the Texas State History
faculty by giving them a better idea of what information and resources the
teachers need in order to help students to make sense of history. The institutes
are funded through a $750,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
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To celebrate its 30th anniversary, Pi Alpha Alpha published a commemorative monograph
containing the best three papers from its national manuscript competition.  Papers by Texas
State graduates Julie W. Loera (2003 MPA) and Ammy C. Jones (2004 MPA) were among the
three selected.  Loera’s paper focused on food safety emergency response procedures and Jones’
paper discussed access to technology in Texas public schools.

Texas State MPA students often win the nation’s top awards for their papers, in part because
they follow a method for organizing and writing research papers, created by Dr. Patricia
Shields, MPA program director.  Called Step by Step: Building a Research Paper, the method has
been adopted by universities, government agencies, and businesses around the country.

U.S. State Department funds International Studies curriculum
The Center for International Studies received a $156,878 grant

from the U.S. Department of State to add and revise courses in the
International Studies degree program. Under the grant titled
“Interamerican Studies Project,” courses will be added in Latin
American and Canadian literature, in intercultural education and
communication, in the social and economic

history of the Americas, and in Business Spanish, French, and
Portuguese.  Also, a world technology course and the International
Studies seminar will be revised to include a Canadian-Latin American
emphasis. The grant will also enable the Center to offer certificates in
Latin American Studies and Canadian Studies.  Center Director Dr.
Dennis Dunn received an unexpected accolade:  the U.S. Department of State notified him
that his proposal was ranked the highest of 133 submitted proposals.

Archaeologists make discoveries
Since Texas State’s Center for Archaeological Studies began in 2000, the Center has become a

major contractor with government and private entities that must conduct archaeological surveys
prior to disturbing land. The Center trains students for exciting archaeological careers.  With a
grant from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, students recently spent five weeks excavating a
prehistoric site on the Canadian River north of Amarillo, which was in danger of being looted.
Students excavated a multi-room, semi-subterranean, stone-slab house typical of those built by
Plains villagers (A.D. 1200-1450).  They uncovered arrow points, hoes and digging sticks made of
bison bone, and food-grinding implements indicating that the inhabitants subsisted on hunting,
small-scale horticulture, and gathering wild plants. Students discovered color-banded flint from a nearby quarry that was
used to create tools and weapons of both functional and aesthetic value.  And they learned that the prehistoric inhabitants
had abandoned the area for unknown reasons after living there about 200 years. By analyzing the artifacts, Center Director
Dr. Britt Bousman hopes to determine whether the site was abandoned because of changing environmental conditions.  He
plans to return with students to excavate for evidence that may help to answer the question.

Native Americans suffer environmental discrimination
Native Americans in the West today could be disproportionately exposed to toxic chemicals and

unexploded bombs, compared to non-Native Americans.  A study recently published by Dr. Chad
Smith of Texas State’s Department of Sociology and Dr. Gregory Hooks of Washington State contends
that the dramatic expansion of U.S. military bases during the 20th Century was largely concentrated in
the same remote, arid places where Indian reservations are located.  Using Defense Department data on

closed military bases in the lower
48 states—including bombing
ranges and weapons testing and
storage sites—the researchers found that the most
hazardous locations are close to Indian reservations.
While the Department of Defense has acknowl-
edged the problem, the report said the government
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The Common Experience in
2005-2006: All first-year stu-
dents will read If I Die in a
Combat Zone, a novel on
courage in battle by Tim
O’Brien, Mitte Chair in
Creative Writing. Read more
about the program inside.
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