
ITV Teaching Tips 
 
Your challenge is to help make a typically passive activity, watching TV, active 
and engaging.  This list can help you make that possible. 

 
a. During the first one or two sessions, encourage students to communicate 

with the instructor, just to eliminate any inhibitions they might have about 
ITV technology. 

b. Always call the students by their name, especially when answering a 
question. 

c. Create a seating chart to help you remember the students. 
d. Design time in your sessions for student-to-student sharing and discussion. 
e. Supplement your ITV instruction with other technologies such as email, 

mediated computer instruction,  demos, videos, etc.. 
f. Encourage students to work together in study groups through listservs, 

emails, telephone, etc. 
g. Use web pages to supply course materials to your students.  TRACS is an 

excellent method for delivering materials. 
h. When using new words or terminology for the first time, repeat and 

summarize them while focusing on their importance. 
i. Use conversational language as you communicate with the students. 
j. Maintain eye contact with your camera – look at the barrel of the camera. 

If you have students at both local and remote sites, share your “eye” 
contact with both audiences. 

k. Try to minimize your own movement when lecturing.  Rapid and broad 
steps are difficult to follow with the camera, and can be disorienting to the 
remote group as tey are watching. 

l. When using an Elmo or other types of visual presenters, print documents 
in the landscape mode while using a minimum of 30 point font size. Light 
blue paper is better as it is less reflective than white paper and therefore 
more easily read by students.  Anything smaller than 30pt. is difficult to 
see from the back row. 

m. Wear clothing that is appropriate but not distracting. Clothing with lapels 
provides a place to attach a wireless lavaliere microphone and a belt to 
attach the transmitter. Clothing with medium tones, not dark or bright 
colors, provides a pleasing picture. Avoid pinstriped and red, yellow and 
white clothing. Bright jewelry and necklaces can cause reflections and 
may create unnecessary microphone noise.  

n. If you plan to use handouts in your class, you will need to plan ahead so 
that students have the handouts prior to the class meeting time. Using 
TRACS and web-based platforms for delivering material is a good way to 
mitigate the chance of materials arriving late to the remote site.   

o. Set up the ground rules for communicating with your students at the 
beginning of the semester. Set standards for asking questions, for example, 
raising hands, etc. You must always wait for the other site to remain quiet 



before responding to a question. Some ITV technology does not allow one 
voice to talk over another voice. 


