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James Kirylo, education professor from Southeastern 
Louisiana University, has authored a book on Brazilian 
educator Paulo Freire, who for his work in critical pedagogy 
and social justice has become known around the world. 

In that light, this presentation will highlight critical aspects 
of Freire’s thought, underscoring why he remains relevant 
in a world crying out for justice.

Dr. Kirylo will also be the Keynote Speaker for AVANCE’s
1st Annual Parent-Child Education Conference in San 
Antonio, April 18, 2012.

Sponsored by: College of Education | AVANCE | Common Experience    Supported by: Student Organizations: ACEI, BESO, COEDSO

A member of  The Texas State University System

For more information contact: Kathy Fite: kf02@txstate.edu, Naomi Garcia Kavcu: ngarcia.nat@avance.org, James Kirylo: james.kirylo@selu.edu

PAULO FREIRE
K

IR
Y

L
O

The unfolding of Paulo Freire’s philosophy, uniqueness, and the lens through which he
viewed the world, which ultimately brought this gentle spirit of a man onto the world stage,
began at a young age in his hometown of Recife, Brazil. Remarkably grounded in the wis-
dom of humility, yet gifted with a determined strength, deep insight, and perceptive in-
telligence, Freire not only believed in the human spirit, goodness, and the fostering of a
more hopeful world, but was also profoundly committed to challenging individuals and
political, educational, and religious structures that perpetuated the status quo. To that same
end, this book recounts the life and thought of a remarkable man who appeared at a crit-
ical point in history, and whose courageous, prophetic voice of conscience remains ex-
traordinarily relevant. 

“If Paulo Freire could read this book, he would certainly be happy with how James D. Kirylo
has presented his thought, faithfully and respectfully recreating him without distortion.”

—ANA MARIA ARAÚJO FREIRE

“James D. Kirylo’s insightful book is a great complement to Paulo Freire’s Letters to Cristina
and Ana Maria Araújo Freire’s Paulo Freire: Uma História de Vida… Reading Kirylo’s book
reminds me, once again, how I feel enormously blessed for having had the opportunity to
work and collaborate with Paulo Freire so closely for many years. “

—DONALDO MACEDO, UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON

“Paulo Freire has cultivated the ground for a long revolution, and James D. Kirylo’s out-
standing new work has skillfully and with prescient insight illuminated this ground in ways
few books on Freire have managed to accomplish… Kirylo’s book reminds us that while
the path made by Paulo Freire was a singular path, it has, over the decades, formed an in-
ternational hub where travelers worldwide can gather and find rest and replenishment in
order to take up again the long walk towards revolution.” 

—PETER MCLAREN, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

JAMES D. KIRYLO is Associate Professor of education in the College of Education and
Human Development at Southeastern Louisiana University. He has taught at the Univer-
sity of South Alabama, Universidad Evángelica del Paraguay, and the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham, and for many years at the elementary school level; he is the recipient
of several teaching awards. His research interests are in the areas of teacher leadership, cur-
riculum development, literacy, and critical pedagogy. He has published works in several
journals, and is the author of Teaching, Learning, and Reflecting: Essays on Education (2004)

and co-editor of Curriculum Development: Perspectives from Around the
World (2010).
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