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Geo-Fabrics, Inc. 

You and three partners will work as a group to select one Southeast Asian country as the site for your 

company’s new textile factory.  You will use the criteria discussed in class and the information you gather on 

each country to determine which country will best suit your company’s needs.  You will present your findings 

to the shareholders (the class), who will vote on the best location.   

Team Members:     Countries: 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

I. Select four Southeast Asian countries to research.  Assign one country to each team member and fill 

in the information above so everyone knows who is responsible for each country.   

II. Begin collecting information about the country you are assigned to research. 

Source 1:  CIA World Factbook – select your country from the drop down menu at the top right 

or click on the country on the interactive map.  Leave the rank column blank for now – you will 

complete it later. 

People and Society – use this section to collect the following information Rank 

Question Answer – 

Collect this 

in class 

Why is this important to a factory location? – You can answer 

these at home after you have collected all your data. 

 

Population     
Age structure – what % 

of this country’s 

population is working 

age? 

   

Population stability – 

what is the population 

growth rate?   

   

Migration – what is the 

Net Migration Rate? 
   

Urbanization – what is 

the % of urban 

population? 

   

List the major cities 

(and their population) 

which might make a 

good location for the 

factory. 

   

Life expectancy    

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
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Worker education – 

what is the literacy rate? 
   

Worker education – 

what is the school life 

expectancy? 

   

Government 

Expenditures on health 

and education of 

workers – how much of 

its GDP does the 

government spend on 

health and education? 

   

 

Government – use this section to collect the following information; you will use another website to find more 

information about this. 

Question Answer Why is this important to a factory location? Rank 
What type of government does this 

country have? 
   

Economics – use this section to collect the following information; you will use another website to find 

more information about this. 

 

Read the overview of your country’s 

economy.   
******** ******************************  

How large is the labor force?    
What % of the labor force works in 

industry? 
   

What are the primary exports from this 

country? 
   

Transportation – use this section to answer the following questions  

How many airports are located in 

this country? 

   

How many kilometers of roads, 

waterways and railways exist in 

this country? 

   

How many major ports are there?  

List them. 

 

 

 

   

Map – go to  

http://geocommons.com/maps/5254 

for a map of modern shipping 

lanes.  How close is your country 

to modern shipping lanes? 

   

 

 

 

 

http://geocommons.com/maps/5254
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Source 2:  2013 Index of Economic Freedom – select your country from the list (you may need 

to scroll down), or you may find your country on the map or enter it into the search bar.  Click on 

the name of your country to pull up the country report. 

Question Answer – 

Collect this 

in class 

Why is this important to a factory location? – You can answer 

these at home after you have collected all your data. 

Rank 

GDP (PPP)    
GDP (PPP) Growth Rate      
GDP (PPP) per capita    
Unemployment    
Inflation    
Overall Score on the 

Index of Economic 

Freedom 

   

World Rank    

 

 

Read the report on your country and complete the following table. 

Rule of Law 

Property Rights Score: 

Freedom from 

Corruption Score: 

Key Features Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Rank: 

Limited Government 

Government Spending 

Score: 

Fiscal Freedom Score: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulatory Efficiency 

Business Freedom Score: 

Labor Freedom Score: 

Monetary Freedom 

Score: 

 

 

  

Open Markets 

Trade Freedom Score: 

Investment Freedom 

Score: 

Financial Freedom Score: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking
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III.  Once you have completed your research, meet with the rest of your team.   

a. Look at the “Overall Score on the Index of Economic Freedom” for each country.  Place each 

country, with its score on the continuum below. 

 

 

  

 

 

b.  Review the statistics for all four countries from the rest of your charts.  Rank each country’s 

statistic from 1 to 4 – one being the lowest to four being the highest.  Total each country’s 

rankings.  The country with the highest ranking should be your selection.  HOWEVER, you and 

your group may decide that certain criteria are more important to you.   

c. Decide which criteria are the most important to you for your factory location.  Highlight these 

criteria on your sheet.  Based upon these criteria, select the country you feel best meets your 

selection criteria. 

d. Once you have selected your country, the group should prepare a brief (3 to 5 minute) 

presentation.  It should include: 

i. A list of the four countries you originally selected 

ii. A comparison of the four, highlighting the criteria you felt was most important  

iii. A thorough explanation of the country you selected and why 

iv. Charts or maps to show comparisons and selection criteria – this can be presented on a 

poster or in power point 

e.  Your grade will be determined based upon: 

i. Completeness of your research (hand in each member’s papers) 

ii. Presentation 

iii. Thoroughness of your analysis of each section 

1. Transportation 

2. Political and Economic Freedom 

3. Workforce 

Least 

economic 

freedom 

Most 

economic 

freedom 


