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Geo-Fabrics, Inc. Teaching Guide 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Created By TAGE Teacher Consultant: Michelle Crane 

Rationale:  American businesses are increasingly selecting Southeast Asian countries as 

locations for their factories, making this region more important to our economy.  In this activity 

the students will research several countries to select a location for a new factory – weighing 

factors such as economic and political freedom, access to prominent trade routes, wages, and 

education levels of the workforce.  This activity is designed to be completed towards the end of 

the unit on Southeast Asia as a way to tie all of the themes of the region together.  In order to 

complete this activity, students should have prior knowledge of how to read a population 

pyramid. 

  

Time Frame:  Two to three 55 minute periods 

Learning Outcomes:  After completing this lesson, students should be able to: 

1.  Identify the economic systems of specific countries in Southeast Asia, 
2. Compare different types and levels of economic activities, 
3. Identify the areas of Southeast Asia which have the most economic and political 

freedom, 
4. Explain the impact of globalization in this region, 
5. Identify geographic factor which would affect the location of certain economic 

activities, 
6. Use decision-making skills to select a location for a factory.  

 
TEKS Objective(s): 
 

10(A) describe the forces that determine the distribution of goods and services in free  

            enterprise, socialist, and communist economic systems; 

         

    (B) classify where specific countries fall along the economic spectrum between free  

           enterprise and communism; 

    14(B) compare how democracy, dictatorship, monarchy, republic, theocracy, and   

           totalitarian systems operate in specific countries; 

23(B) use case studies and GIS to identify contemporary challenges and to answer real-  

          world questions; and 
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       (C) use problem-solving and decision-making processes to identify a problem, gather  

            information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages,  

            choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution. 
 

Materials : 
 Geo-Fabrics, Inc. Teaching Guide 

 Geo-Fabrics, Inc.  Student Handout – one per student 

 Computer lab with internet access – one computer per student 

 2013 Index of Economic Freedom - http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking 

 CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

“Global Shipping Lane Network” Map – http://geocommons.com/maps/5254 

“2013 Index of Economic Freedom” Power Point – optional 

“Highlights of Index of Economic Freedom” Handout – for teacher reference 
 

Strategies:  
 OPTIC visual interpretation strategy – TEA Lighthouse Project 

 Problem-solving/decision-making 

 Small groups 
 

Procedures: 
 Focus Activity:  (5 minutes) 

Display the world map from the website “2013 Index of Economic  

  Freedom” (You can download a PDF of the map or display the interactive heat  

  map”).  Have students complete a map analysis using the OPTIC strategy. 
 

 Introduction:  (20-50 minutes) 

  Discuss the information on the Index of Economic Freedom map.  If desired, and  

  time allows, you can present the “2013 Index of Economic Freedom” Power Point  

  to the students. Discuss the following questions: 

 

1. How might businesses in America use this information to  

determine where to locate factories or overseas extensions of their  

businesses?   

2. What other factors might play a role in factory location? 

 

Ask the students if they can list the most important factors companies 

use to determine where to locate their factories overseas.  Compile the list on the 

board for all of the students to see.  After students have run out of ideas, check to 

see if there are some other criteria they may have missed.  See the list below for 

ideas: 

   

 

 

 

http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://geocommons.com/maps/5254
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access to trade networks – ports, trains, shipping lanes 

access to inexpensive, trained, large workforce 

governments which encourage multinational corporations 

economic systems which encourage free enterprise 

 

 There are others, of course, but since these are the primary focus of the lesson, it is  

 important to discuss these as a class. 

 

Project:  (remaining period and next day) 

Divide the class into groups of four.  Distribute the student handouts to  

 each student.  Each group will be researching the location of a new textile factory for 

 their company.  They will select four countries to research – one student from each group 

 will research one country, following the directions on their handouts.  As a group, they 

 will then compare the information they have compiled and decide which country fits 

 their needs the best.   

 

 Presentation: (up to one period, depending upon class size) 

 Once the groups have selected their country, they will present their choice to the class.   

 The class will then “vote” for the best location. 

 
 Closing Product: (5 minutes) 

 Before students leave class, have them answer the following question: 

 

 Based upon what you learned in this lesson, which Southeast Asian nations do 

 you feel will play the largest and smallest roles in the world economy in the future? 

Which factors in each country play the largest role in determining that country’s 

position in the global market? 

 

Evaluation/Assessment : Grading rubric is attached 

 
Resources: 

"2013 Index of Economic Freedom." World & Global Economy Rankings on Economic  

 Freedom. The Heritage Foundation in Partnership with The Wall Street Journal,  

 2013. Web. 19 Mar. 2013. http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking. 

"Social Studies: Strategies and Skills." Texas Education Agency Lighthouse Initiative.  

 Texas Education Agency, 2006. Web. 18 Mar. 2013.  

 http://www.tealighthouse.org/socialstudies/content.php. 

Gormon, Sean. "The Global Shipping Lanes Network." Map. Geocommons. ESRI, n.d.  

 Web. 20 Mar. 2013. http://geocommons.com/maps/5254. 

"The World Factbook." CIA. CIA, n.d. Web. 09 Mar. 2013.  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook 

 

 

http://www.heritage.org/index/ranking
http://www.tealighthouse.org/socialstudies/content.php
http://geocommons.com/maps/5254
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
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Geo-Fabrics, Inc. Grading Rubric 

Use the following rubric to grade each group’s presentation: 

Category 1 2 3 4 5 

Workforce Does not 

address 

workforce 

issues at all 

issues are 

addressed, but 

minimally – no 

analysis is 

provided 

Workforce is 

too small and 

uneducated, 

explanation for 

selection is 

insufficient 

Workforce is 

moderate and 

somewhat 

educated, good 

explanation for 

selection is 

provided 

Large, 

educated 

workforce is 

present, 

thorough 

analysis is 

provided 

Political & 

Economic Freedom 

Does not 

address 

political or 

economic 

systems at all 

issues are 

addressed, but 

minimally – no 

analysis is 

provided 

Country 

selected does 

not have the 

highest 

economic 

freedom rating, 

explanation for 

selection is 

insufficient    

Country’s 

economic 

freedom 

ranking is 

good, good 

explanation for 

selection is 

provided 

Country’s 

economic 

freedom 

ranking is high, 

thorough 

analysis is 

provided 

Access to Trade 

Network 

Does not 

address trade 

network issues 

at all 

issues are 

addressed, but 

minimally – no 

analysis is 

provided 

Country 

selected does 

not have the 

best access to 

trade networks, 

explanation for 

selection is 

insufficient 

Country 

selected is 

connected to 

trade networks, 

good 

explanation is 

provided 

Country 

selected is 

extensively 

connected to 

trade networks, 

thorough 

analysis is 

provided 

Research and 

Presentation Skills 

Too short, 

difficult to hear 

and/or 

understand, no 

visual support, 

papers are 

unorganized  

Audible 

presentation 

with an attempt 

at organization, 

no visual 

support 

Presentation is 

clear and 

organized, no 

visual support 

Presentation is 

very clear, 

well- organized 

and some 

attempt to 

include visual 

support is 

made 

Presentation is 

very 

compelling, 

well-organized, 

dynamic, and is 

supported with 

posters, maps 

or power point  
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Group Members and Country 
Presented 

Rating: see rubric Comments: 
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