
Legal Studies and Public Administration:
Graduate programs meet growing demands

Texas State's graduate programs in Legal Studies and Public
Administration, located in the Department of Political Science, are
building high profiles in Texas and around the country.

The Graduate Program in Legal Studies is one of only a hand-
ful of programs nationwide offering a Master of Arts degree with
concentrations in Legal Administration, Alternative Dispute
Resolution, and Environmental Law. It also offers a post-graduate
Lawyer's Assistant certificate program that provides entry-level
preparation for the paralegal field, and a Mediation Certificate
Program that provides entry-level skills and state certification for
mediators.  Some 10 percent of students in the program plan to
attend law school, and the program also provides law courses for stu-
dents seeking other graduate degrees.

“The legal profession is relying more and more on specially-
trained non-lawyers to help in the
delivery of legal services—profession-
als trained in reading, researching,
and analyzing law, and in working
with legal requirements and restric-
tions,” said Program Director Dr.
Terry Hull. In meeting the need for
non-lawyer professionals with legal
expertise, the Legal Studies program
has become one of the largest gradu-
ate programs in the College of
Liberal Arts.

Graduates of Texas State's
Master's Degree Program in Public
Administration serve in all walks of
public life.  The program primarily serves early- or mid-career profes-
sionals who want state-of-the-art training in the areas of personnel,
finance, urban and regional planning, criminal justice, government
information systems, human resources, allied health, international
relations, and more.  The program, directed by Dr. Patricia Shields,
teaches students to apply theory to the policy-making process and to
management, in ways that are immediately relevant to their jobs.
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Opportunity and challenge in the Social Sciences
Dear Friends,

Texas State students have always
recognized the value of a liberal arts
education, and never more than now.
From Fall 2002 to Fall 2003, the num-
ber of students declaring majors in the
College of Liberal Arts grew by an
astounding 600.  From Fall to Spring
2004, we grew by another 500, bringing
the number of majors to a record 5,540*, or 21% of the
University's total enrollment.  

Much of the increase has occurred in the Social Sciences—
Anthropology, Geography, Political Science, Psychology, and
Sociology—all of which have added exciting programs over the
past decade in response to marketplace demand.  New pro-
grams include three Ph.D. programs in Geography and five
master's programs in Anthropology, Geography, Political
Science, Psychology, and Sociology.  We've also created eight
centers for research and public service in Anthropology,
Geography, and Political Science.

Such remarkable growth, of course, brings opportunity
and challenge.  As the Social Sciences continue to attract stu-
dents and prestige, our challenge will be to find the classroom,
laboratory, and faculty office space to accommodate program
growth. A recent audit of space in the Evans Liberal Arts
Building, where most of the Social Sciences are housed, shows
that departments lack between 16% and 43% of the space they
need to maintain programs at current levels—without taking
into account future growth.  Currently, the University is com-
pleting its five-year strategic plan.  A new building is the No. 1
priority for our College.

This issue of Mosaic highlights some of the outstanding
faculty, students, and programs in the Social Sciences.  As you
read, I think you will become as excited as I am about our pro-
grams' opportunities, as well as our challenges, and see why the
Social Sciences are in such demand.

Dr. Toni Terling Watt Dr. Augustus “Gus” LumiaDr. Patricia Shields, seated, with
MPA students

FROM THE DEAN

Dr. Shields is helping the MPA program to gain national
recognition in other ways.  In 2002, she won the nation's top
teaching award in Public Administration—the Leslie A.
Whittington Excellence in Teaching Award from NASPAA.
Recently, Shields, who edits the interdisciplinary journal Armed
Forces and Society, consulted on a PBS television program on the
U.S. Army, Proud to Serve, about soldiers’ experiences.

Toni Watt: Improving children's wellbeing

Dr. Toni Terling Watt left a career in business and marketing
research a few years ago to become a sociologist because she envi-
sioned doing more meaningful work through sociology.  Now, her
research into child and adolescent health is making headlines
around the world.  After USA Today published news of her recent
study showing that students in small secondary schools are more
likely to be emotionally troubled than students in large schools, she
received calls from school systems as distant as New York and
Australia, asking for more information about her findings.  

“It's widely accepted that students' academic achievement is
better in small schools,” said Dr. Watt.  “I had heard anecdotal evi-
dence that small schools also fostered better emotional wellbeing, so
I set out to gather the scientific data to prove that assumption.
But, I found the opposite.  For example, I found that males in
small schools had higher rates of depression and almost four times
the suicide rate of males in larger schools.  And there were higher
incidences of violence in private schools for males and females.  

“My theory is that small schools offer less diverse social groups,”
she continued.  “So if you're different, you're all alone in that envi-
ronment; you're kind of under a microscope.  Big high schools may
foster anonymity, but they also offer a critical mass of students who
can form like-minded groups.  Those who don't fit into one group
are less likely to face complete isolation,” she explained.

The school systems want Dr. Watt’s ideas on the optimum
size of schools in order to foster emotional wellbeing and academ-
ic success.  Watt said breaking large public high schools into
“multiplex schools,” or schools within schools, may counter some
of the drawbacks of big schools.  “The students can learn in
smaller environments but still have opportunities to meet and

i li i h h id f l ” h id “I i h b

Dr. Terry Hull
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public life.  The program primarily serves early- or mid-career profes-
sionals who want state-of-the-art training in the areas of personnel,
finance, urban and regional planning, criminal justice, government
information systems, human resources, allied health, international
relations, and more.  The program, directed by Dr. Patricia Shields,
teaches students to apply theory to the policy-making process and to
management, in ways that are immediately relevant to their jobs.

Students are helping to build the program's prestige with the
quality of their research. In the last six years, four of the top graduate-
student papers in the country, as judged by the National Association
of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (NASPAA), were writ-
ten by students in the Texas State MPA program.  Two of the four
award-winning papers were written by Hispanic women.

Texas State students win awards for their papers in part because
they follow a method for organizing and writing research papers cre-
ated by Dr. Shields.  Called Step by Step: Building a Research Paper,
the method has been adopted by universities, government agencies,
and businesses around the country.  

pleting its five-year strategic plan.  A new building is the No. 1
priority for our College.

This issue of Mosaic highlights some of the outstanding
faculty, students, and programs in the Social Sciences.  As you
read, I think you will become as excited as I am about our pro-
grams' opportunities, as well as our challenges, and see why the
Social Sciences are in such demand.

Sincerely,

Ann Marie Ellis, Ph.D.
Dean

*This figure includes over 900 Liberal Arts students who are
“double majors.”

are less likely to face complete isolation,  she explained.
The school systems want Dr. Watt’s ideas on the optimum

size of schools in order to foster emotional wellbeing and academ-
ic success.  Watt said breaking large public high schools into
“multiplex schools,” or schools within schools, may counter some
of the drawbacks of big schools.  “The students can learn in
smaller environments but still have opportunities to meet and
socialize with that wider group of people,” she said.  “It might be
the best of both worlds.”

Dr. Watt's work is having impact on other areas of sociology,
as well.  Her groundbreaking work on kinship care—the practice by
Child Protective Services of removing children from abusive parents
and placing them in relatives' care—showed that such placements
fail 50 percent of the time, in many cases because the children have
special needs that relatives are not equipped to handle.  The work
won her the Pro Humanitate Literary Award from the Center for
Child Welfare Policy, an award honoring an article or a book that
made a contribution to child welfare practice.

Former Texas State President
Jerome Supple dies at 67

Dr. Jerome Supple, a great friend of the College of Liberal
Arts and former president of Texas State University-San Marcos,
died in January at the age of 67.  During his presidency, the
University raised admission standards, improved student reten-
tion, set enrollment records, increased private giving and research
funding, and opened new buildings.  In Liberal Arts, the
University established three doctoral degree programs in
Geography, the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing, the Roy
F. and Joann Cole Mitte Chair in Creative Writing, and the Jesse
H. Jones Chair in Geographic Education.  Dr. Supple's interest in
Southwestern culture and folk music inspired the creation of the
Center for the Study of the Southwest and helped it to gain the
designation as NEH Southwest Regional Humanities Center.
Other significant programs and centers were established in Liberal
Arts under his leadership.  President Supple had a strong affinity
for the liberal arts and saw them as essential to a well-rounded
undergraduate education.  When it is complete, the Supple
Endowment for Southwestern Studies will support an endowed
professorship in Jerry and Cathy Supple's name.

IN MEMORIAM CREATIVITY

Texas State and UTSA: 
Teaming up to prepare the next neuroscientists

When Dr. Augustus “Gus” Lumia taught in the acclaimed undergraduate neuroscience program at Skidmore College in New York, the
nation's best universities competed to attract his students into their Ph.D. programs.  Lumia, who retired recently to the Texas Hill Country, is
now a visiting professor in the Texas State University-San Marcos Department of Psychology. He teaches courses on brain and behavior, and he's
once again looking forward to placing his students in the nation's best graduate programs in neuroscience.  

Research in neuroscience attempts broadly to correlate changes in the brain with changes in behavior.  At his Skidmore lab, Lumia studied
the biochemical basis of depression and the effect of anabolic steroids on aggressive and violent behavior.  Because neuroscience is at the cutting
edge of research in the field of psychology, Ph.D. programs in neuroscience are highly selective: to be admitted to such programs, undergraduate
and master's students need to engage in neuroscience research in laboratories specializing in the study of vertebrates.  

One such lab is located at The University of Texas-San Antonio and is directed by Lumia's wife, Dr. Marilyn McGinnis, a research professor
in biology.  Texas State students take a course of independent study with Lumia on the Texas State campus, and as part of their independent study
they travel to San Antonio three days a week where they conduct research in McGinnis' lab.  The first students in the program are now applying
and being accepted to graduate schools.

“Texas State has a strong commitment to undergraduate education, and we have high-quality students,” said Lumia.  “In fact, one of my stu-
dents is among the 10 most promising students I've ever taught.  He's already given a paper before the top professional organization in neuro-
science, and he's developed new biochemical research techniques in the lab.  Texas State has the opportunity to send its best and brightest to first-
rate graduate programs.”
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Exhibit of ancient American art to open in Chicago

A major exhibit of ancient American art organized by a Texas State anthropologist will
open at the Art Institute of Chicago in November.  Titled “Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand:
American Indian Art of the Ancient Midwest and South,” the exhibit is one of the first devot-
ed to the art of Native Americans of the eastern woodlands during the Mississippian Period,
A.D. 900-1600.  Featuring 200 Mississippian objects from museums and private collections,
the exhibit is a project of Texas State's Center for the Art and Symbolism of Ancient America,
directed by Anthropology Professor Dr. Kent Reilly.  Reilly is a principal contributor to the
exhibit and sits on its board of scientific review. The exhibit, curated by Mesoamerican scholar
Richard F. Townsend of the Art Institute of Chicago, will also travel to the St. Louis Art
Museum and the Smithsonian's Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.  

For a decade, anthropologists from around the country
have gathered on the Texas State campus each year to study
the Mississippian ceremonial iconography. Texas State stu-
dents also participate in the meetings.  The meaning that
scholars have recovered from the symbols carried by pottery,
statuary, and costume has given the world a corpus of sym-
bols that can now be understood with some certainty, accord-
ing to Reilly.  Currently, the scholars are trying to ascertain
whether two groups—the Caddo of East Texas and the
Cahokia in Missouri and Oklahoma—are sharing and manip-
ulating the same set of symbols.  The group's findings will be
published soon in two volumes—Studies in Mississippian
Iconography, Vols. 1 and 2.  Three more volumes are planned.
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Scholars study the political careers of women and African-Americans

Although women and African-Americans are still significantly
underrepresented in state legislatures and in Congress, their representa-
tion has increased markedly in recent years.  An award-winning paper
co-authored by Political Science Professor Dr. Cynthia Opheim
explores the forces shaping the career patterns of women and African-
American legislators, focusing on two key stages in the process: the
election to state legislatures and the election to the U.S. House of
Representatives.   Opheim and co-authors Gary Copeland and Carolyn
Pickthorn, both of the University of Oklahoma, won the Jewel
Prestage Award for best paper in Gender and Minority Politics and the
Alan Saxe Award for the best paper in State and Local Politics, both
from the Southwestern Political Science Association.

The scholars found that women in state legislatures tend to emerge from more liberal,
northern, and better-educated states, and they are more likely to gain seats in legislatures with
high rates of turnover.  They also found that Black members get elected when there are enough
Black voters to elect them.  Their success in being elected to state senates and to the U.S. House
seems to be determined by the number of African-American politicians primed to move up by
having served in the next lower body.  The supply of candidates is the one variable common to
the election of both women and African-Americans to the U.S. Congress.

Dr. Cynthia Opheim
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Faculty-student research gains national attention

The Social Sciences provide undergraduate and graduate students with outstanding opportu-
nities to conduct high-level research with senior faculty. The work often draws national and inter-
national attention to the University as it prepares students for graduate work and careers.

A study of 525 students, by undergraduate Psychology majors Catherine Bower and Brian
Cano, demonstrated that students whose parents were divorced were more likely to engage in risky
behavior—alcohol and drug use and sexual behavior—when compared to other students.  Bower
and Cano conducted the research in collaboration with Psychology Department Chair Dr. Randall
Osborne.  Bower, Cano, and Osborne presented their findings at the annual meeting of the Social
Psychologists in Texas this spring, and they will present the work at the annual meeting of the
American Psychological Association in Hawaii this summer.  Also this summer, Bower and Cano
will present parts of the work at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Society in
Chicago.  The work has won one of four awards for outstanding research given by Alpha Pi Alpha
and Psi Chi, the psychology national honor societies.

A Ph.D. candidate in Geographic Education, David Rutherford, has published a substantial body of
work in the past year that furthers the study and practice of geography education.  He published two
papers on merging history with geography in the K-12 curriculum, with Dr. Richard G. Boehm,
Director of the Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education at Texas State, and Dr. David Warren Saxe,
Professor of Education at Penn State.  This spring, he and Boehm were invited to edit a special issue of
the journal The Social Studies. The issue contains articles by geography faculty from around the country
reflecting on the national standards for geography education 10 years after they were published by the
National Geographic Society.  Boehm was a member of the team that authored these standards in 1994.
Rutherford also drew international attention to the Texas State Geography Education program recently
when he was invited to present a paper to the Royal Geographical Society in London.

COLLABORATION

Mitte Foundation joins National
Geographic Society to offer scholarships

A $1 million endowment from the National Geographic
Society Education Foundation in Washington, D.C., the Roy F.
and Joann Cole Mitte Foundation in Austin, and former First
Lady Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson will support the Grosvenor
Scholars Program, a new effort by Texas State's Department of
Geography to improve geographic education across the U.S.

The Grosvenor Scholars Program will support dissertation
research by Ph.D. students in geographic education at the
National Geographic Society in Washington, D.C., where stu-
dents will have access to world-class libraries and perform
research with experts in their fields.  The program, housed in
Texas State's Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education, is
named for Gilbert M. Grosvenor, Chair of the National
Geographic Society Board of Trustees.

“I would like to thank our donors for their vision,” said Dr.
Richard G. Boehm, Grosvenor Center Director.  “These named
scholarships are tremendously valuable: they will allow us to
graduate the next generation of leaders in geographic education
and research.”

GIVING

HTTP://WWW.TXSTATE.EDU/LIBERALARTS
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