
Highlights of Study Abroad Programs in 2005
Each summer, Liberal Arts faculty teach more than 50 courses in

study abroad programs offered in nine foreign countries, and new and
exciting courses are added each year.  Following are highlights from the
programs offered in 2005. Detailed information on the 2006 programs
are available by visiting the Office of Study Abroad Programs online,
http://www.studyanywhere.txstate.edu/sa_program_offerings, by email-
ing corrstudy@txstate.edu, or by phoning 1-800-511-8656.

Discovering a Maya burial—
Archaeological Field School in Belize

Students were embedded in Belize culture as they learned
archaeological field methods and research strategies.  They excavat-
ed ancient Maya ruins at Cahal Pech, where they uncovered one of
the earliest Maya burials on record, dating from approximately
1000 B.C. Maya artifacts uncovered by students are on display in
the Belize National Museum.

Kim Kersey in Belize:
A breathtaking discovery among the ruins

Kim Kersey, a graduate student in
Anthropology, was among the Texas
State students and faculty archaeolo-
gists in Belize last summer who found
an astonishing Maya ritual deposit in
the plaza of the Cahal Pech temple
complex—a severed human head in a
red ceramic bowl.  The burial, dating
from approximately 1000 B.C., repre-
sents an episode in the Maya creation
myth in which the decapitated father

of the Hero Twins is resurrected as the maize god who creates the
world.  This particular site is one of the earliest Maya burials
known in Belize.

Kim said the discovery was one of the most exciting archaeologi-
cal experiences she's ever had.  “We weren't sure of what we'd find,
so we were removing the layers very slowly,” she said.  “I had but-
terflies in my stomach, wondering if there would be a body, how it
would be laid out, and who it might be.”  Kim has exported sam-
ples of obsidian—a resource used in trade—from surrounding
excavations at Cahal Pech and Blackman Eddy to analyze for her
master's thesis on Maya trading patterns.  She hopes to return to
Belize to continue her research, and after graduation she plans to
pursue a Ph.D., focusing on early Maya trade.

Meeting some of the world's top scholars—
Oxford, England

Students studied with faculty from Texas
State and Oxford University, where courses
were offered in communication, film, his-
tory, literature, political science, psycholo-
gy, and more.  Students heard lectures
from the scientist Richard Dawkins, the
theologian Richard Swinburne, the social

psychologist
Peter Pollitt, and
author C.S.
Lewis' personal
secretary Walter
Hooper.  Students were given private
access to Stonehenge, and they took
excursions to the Isle of Wight, Scotland,
and Paris.

Learning to be travelers in Europe—
Italy, France, Switzerland

In the spirit of the old Grand Tour,
students visited Pompeii, Rome, Pisa,
Florence, Venice, Milan, St. Moritz,
Zurich, Bern, and Paris.  Through train-
ing in regional, physical, and human
geography, they learned to become trav-
elers rather than tourists by researching,
mapping, and writing about the histori-
cal and geographical significance of the sites they visited.
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Study abroad can change a student's life
Dear Friends,

The study abroad courses offered by
our Liberal Arts faculty in countries
around the world immerse students in for-
eign cultures and change their lives.  Last
summer, for example, students in our
archaeology field school in Mexico lived in
a Maya village while they studied Spanish
and the Maya language and learned first-
hand about rainforest ecology.  Students
in Perú uncovered the ancient burial of a person who had been rit-
ually sacrificed—a rare occurrence among Andes peoples and a sig-
nificant find.  Students studying at Oxford were invited to debate
the well-known scientist Richard Dawkins about his theory of evo-
lution.  Students studying language and culture in Italy attended
an audience with Pope Benedict XVI.  And students in Hannover,
Germany, lived with German students while they studied 20th
century German literature and memoirs, toured the homes of the
major literary figures Goethe and Schiller, and visited the Nazi
concentration camp Buchenwald.  Two students in the Hannover
program expressed sentiments common among students in all of
our programs.  One wrote, "I wish I could go back in time and
have every day be a Hannover day."  And another wrote,
"Everyone should have the experience of coming here."  

It has always been my belief that any student who wants to
study abroad should have the opportunity to do so.  Study abroad
opens students' eyes, providing them with experiences they usually
can't gain from books or classroom discussions or vacation travel.
When they are immersed in another culture, a number of things
happen.  If they are studying a foreign language, they gain lan-
guage skills that can be acquired only through interaction with
native speakers in the language's natural environment.  They
become more self-confident and resourceful, having learned to rely
on their own capabilities.  They become less judgmental and more
appreciative of other people's ideas and customs.  At the same
time, they gain valuable perspective on their own culture, and they
sense that foreign study has enhanced their quality of life.  All of
these attributes lead them to become lifelong students, informed
decision-makers, successful professionals, and good citizens.  

Only a fraction of Texas State students are able to take advantage
of our wonderful study abroad opportunities, however, and their
biggest obstacle is financial.  The cost for study abroad can be as
little $1,885 (Chiapas, Mexico) or as much as $3,995 (Oxford),
plus tuition and airfare.  Because of the rising cost of airfare and
the unfavorable exchange rate between the Dollar, the Pound, and
the Euro, our programs continually face the dilemma of either rais-
ing prices or cutting portions of the programs.  Raising prices
makes it more difficult and even impossible for most students to
study abroad.  And cutting programs—visits to historical land-
marks and museums, for example—diminishes the educational
impact of the experience.  Faculty are already finding ways to keep
costs low, for example, by lodging and feeding students in people's
homes rather than in hotels and by visiting museums and land-
marks on days when admission is free.  

To make study abroad experiences a reality for many more stu-
dents, we need the help of alumni and friends of the College.
Recently, a friend made a donation to the Texas State in Ireland
program that enabled students studying in Cork to see a play by
J.M. Synge performed by an Irish troupe at the same time that
they were reading Synge's work in the classroom.  The combined
experience of reading an Irish play and seeing it performed on an
Irish stage gave the students a profound artistic experience and
made a difference in their understanding of the work.  

Donors who support study abroad can be certain of making a
difference in students' lives when they establish a scholarship or an
educational enrichment fund or contribute to an existing fund.  I
hope you will consider supporting our study abroad program.
Your gift will open up the world for our students.

Sincerely,

Ann Marie Ellis, Ph.D.
Dean

FROM THE DEAN

Learning French, understanding French
values—Amiens, France

This total immersion program helped
students to become proficient in French
as they developed an understanding of
French culture and values.  Courses
were taught by faculty in the University
of Picardy. A program highlight was the
visit to Normandy cemeteries, where
students saw the white crosses of 5,000
American and German soldiers who
died there in WWII.

Comparing American and French
government—Bordeaux, France

Through courses in government and independent study, students
learned how the American government compares to the governments of
France and other European countries.  Students learned about the social
and political cultures that shape French politics, and by contrasting
American and French politics they gained a better understanding of the
uniqueness of American politics.

Studying German history and culture—
Hannover, Germany

Texas State students lived with German
host-students in their homes and took
courses in writing and literature.  In a
course titled “The Individual and the
State: What Would I Have Done?” stu-
dents examined 20th century Germany
through literature and memoirs, from
post World War I through reunification.
Students visited the homes of the writers

Goethe and Schiller and the concentration camp Buchenwald.  They
also visited Berlin and Hamlin, home of the Pied Piper.

Bearden Coleman in Ireland:
Gaining a new vocabulary for writing

Before he went to Ireland last summer to study literature and travel
writing in the Texas State in Ireland program,
Bearden Coleman had read a number of Irish
authors, but he says that reading literature in a
college classroom could never have prepared
him for the impact of the stark Irish landscape
on the Irish sense of identity—or on himself.
Bearden, a fiction writer and student in Texas
State's MFA Program in Creative Writing, vis-
ited the Aran Islands where he saw how farm-
ers spent centuries creating soil from seaweed
and sand in order to farm the rocky, treeless
ground.  He also voyaged off the Irish coast to Skellig Michael, a remote
rock inhabited by monks throughout the Middle Ages whose monastery
is one of those credited with preserving the documents of Western civi-
lization during the Roman Empire's collapse. “I wanted to know more
about why men would cloister themselves in such a lonely place and
how it made them feel closer to God,” he said.  

His Ireland experiences are beginning to manifest themselves in his
fiction.  “Ireland's dramatic scenery and its past have given me a new
vocabulary for expressing my own experience,” he said.

Examining the Irish mystique—Cork, Ireland
Through courses in travel writing, Irish cul-

ture and literature, and Irish biography and
autobiography, students expanded their knowl-
edge of the Irish and improved their writing
skills.  In 2005, students read and saw a per-
formance of a play by the Irish author J.M.
Synge.  They examined the Irish “mystique”
created by Synge's work and the effect of the
landscape on the Irish identity.  Students took
group and individual excursions to places such as Blarney Castle, the
Irish coast, the Ring of Kerry, Skellig Michael, Kenmare, Gougane
Barra, Dublin, and Galway.
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. . . Stonehenge in England . . . . . . and The Museum of Mexican
History in Monterrey.



Audience with the Pope—Florence & Rome
In this cultural immersion program,

students learned Italian as they explored
Florentine life—its art, history, gastron-
omy, and everyday habits.  Students
attended a Papal audience at the
Vatican in Rome and visited famous
Roman landmarks such as the Trevi
Fountain, the Roman Forum, and
Michaelangelo's David.

Living among the Maya—Chiapas, Mexico
Students lived in the Lacandon Maya

community of Lacanha, making excur-
sions into the rainforest and visiting the
ancient Maya ruins of Lacanha and those
of Bonampak, Yaxchilan, and Palenque.
Students made excursions to highland
Maya communities and collaborated with
Texas State and Mexican primatologists in
taking censuses of Black Howler monkeys
and Black-Handed Spider monkeys in the
Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve.
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which is then shared with Mexican primatologists who use the
information in rainforest conservation efforts.  Students and
primatologists are finding that overall primate densities are low
in the area, which is being deforested at a fast pace.  

“My major goal is for the students
to see the rainforest firsthand so that
they'll have a better idea of the prob-
lem and an incentive to work toward
a solution,” said Dr. Elizabeth Erhart,
a primatologist in the Texas State
Department of Anthropology who
directed the students' work.  

Students in the Texas State Archaeological Field School in
Belize have been making spectacular discoveries for many years.
Under the guidance of field school director Dr. Jim Garber, stu-
dents have excavated pyramids at a site called Blackman Eddy,
revealing that the Maya were a settled people practicing agricul-
ture and making sophisticated pottery hundreds of years earlier
than scientists first thought.  And, in the last two summers of
excavating the Cahal Pech temple complex, students have found
significant deposits, including the burial of a person who had
been decapitated in ritual sacrifice—one of the earliest such buri-
als by the Maya in Belize (circa 1000 B.C.).  

“In terms of research, I couldn't ask for anything better,” said

Dr. Garber, explaining that because he and his students are find-
ing some of the earliest remains of the Maya, their work is draw-
ing attention from other archaeologists.  Among their recent finds
was a cache containing artifacts related to Maya cosmology.
“Each day of the dig unearths something interesting.  We're look-
ing at the earliest Maya, when they were developing a society that
gave rise to advanced mathematics, pyramid building, complex
social structures, and kingship,” Dr. Garber said.  

When Dr. Christina Conlee began
her long-term study of the Nasca peo-
ple at La Tiza on Perú's south coast, she
wanted to know what happened within
the prehistoric society as a result of the
rise and collapse of the pre-Inca empire
called the Wari.  “The Nasca were con-
quered and then ruled by the Wari for
hundreds of years, and then the empire
collapsed.  I'm interested in whether their lives were completely
disrupted by the collapse or whether they were able to reestablish
a political system,” Dr. Conlee said.  Students aiding her in last
summer's excavation of several Nasca households, occupied
between 300 B.C. and 1500 A.D., found artifacts such as ceramic
and stone tools, arrow points, grinding stones, pottery, beads,
shell ornaments, and food remains.  Comparison of the artifacts
with later artifacts from the site will help Dr. Conlee to  detect
possible differences in the way the Nasca lived over a 1500-year
period and to determine how the political system's collapse may
have affected the society and influenced its later transformation.
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Colonial culture—Guanajuato, Mexico
In Guanajuato, a city known for its colonial

architecture and winding cobblestone streets, stu-
dents studied Spanish grammar, history, literature,
and culture while living with host families.
Outside of class, students participated in the city's
Festival of the Cave, celebrating Guanajuato’s
mining heritage, and traveled to Mexico City
where they visited the Pyramids of Teotihuacán.

The language of Latin American business—
Monterrey, Mexico

One of Latin America's best universities
(Tecnológico de Monterrey) was the host insti-
tution for Texas State students who took cours-
es in Spanish, business Spanish, culture, and
literature.  Students also visited several compa-
nies in Monterrey, touted by Fortune magazine
in 1999 as “the best place to do business in
Latin America.” 

Total immersion—Valladolid, Spain
Students experienced total immersion in the Spanish way of life as

they studied Spanish language, culture, and literature at a private uni-
versity in the medieval city of Valladolid.  Because it is possible to walk
to most places in Valladolid, the city's pace is relaxed, and Texas State
students found it easy to engage local Spaniards in conversation.  From

Research performed last summer by students in study abroad
programs is contributing to an understanding of three exciting
areas of study: rainforest ecology, the ritual practices of the
ancient Maya, and the effects of a pre-Inca empire's collapse on
the Nasca people in Perú.  

For the past three summers, students
in the Department of Anthropology's
Summer Study in Chiapas, Mexico, have
collaborated with Texas State and
Mexican primatologists in taking census-
es of Black Howler monkeys and Black-
Handed Spider monkeys in the Montes
Azules Biosphere Reserve, a rainforest in
Chiapas on the Mexico-Guatemala bor-
der.  The students map trails and take
censuses to determine population densi-
ties of both types of monkeys, and they correlate food availability
to population densities.  After five weeks in the Biosphere
Reserve, the students return to San Marcos to analyze their data,
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While studying in Spain,
International Studies
major Brian Episcopo
visited the 10th century
Arabian mosque La
Mezquita in Córdoba.
Read more about study
abroad in this issue.
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Valladolid, students enjoyed excursions to other parts of Spain,
including Córdoba, Gibraltar, Granada, Madrid, Peñafiel, Salamanca,
San Sebastián, Segovia, and Toledo.

Brian Episcopo: A new world view
Before he went to Valladolid, Spain, to take

university courses in International Studies and
literature, Brian Episcopo was unsure of the
value of study abroad.  An International
Studies major at Texas State, Brian wasn't
sure he wanted to risk delaying his graduation
by spending a semester in Spain.  After the
initial culture shock—his 15th-century stone
dormitory room was closet-sized and freezing

cold, and he had trouble understanding people—Brian said the expe-
rience of living abroad for five months changed him.  

“I became a better Spanish speaker, and by the time I left, I felt
like a citizen of Spain,” he said.  Also, his ability to walk everywhere
in Valladolid—one block to the supermarket, a short distance to a
neighborhood bakery, three blocks to the university—caused him to
think about his life style.  “I've seen that people can lead normal lives
without driving, and I really want to live that way,” he said.

Brian's experience in Spain was so enlightening that he plans to
spend the spring 2006 semester abroad, studying Latin American
economics, foreign relations, phonetics, and literature at the
Tecnológico de Monterrey in Mexico.  “I want to see Mexico for
myself, to get to know how the people think about themselves and
the rest of the world,” he said.

Basilica of Our
Lady of

Guanajuato

Horsetail Falls near
Monterrey

K
ei

th
 M

or
ri

so
n,

 p
ho

to

Brian Episcopo
at Gibraltar

Monkey censuses, Maya rituals, and political collapse:
Students and faculty conduct scientific research during study abroad

Study Abroad, continued from front

The Trevi Fountain
in Rome
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