
Texas Alliance for Geographic Education, 2018.02.16 Pg. 1 

Geography Strand for Social Studies TEKS K-12 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/index.html 

Kindergarten 

(4) Geography. The student understands the concept of location. The student is expected to: 

(A)  use terms, including over, under, near, far, left, and right, to describe relative 
location; 

(B)  locate places on the school campus and describe their relative locations; and 

(C)  identify tools that aid in determining location, including maps and globes. 

(5) Geography. The student understands physical and human characteristics of place. The 
student is expected to: 

(A)  identify the physical characteristics of place such as landforms, bodies of water, 
natural resources, and weather; and 

(B)  identify how the human characteristics of place such as ways of earning a living, 
shelter, clothing, food, and activities are based upon geographic location 

(15)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in oral and visual forms. The student is 
expected to: 

(A)  express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences; and 

(B)  create and interpret visuals, including pictures and maps. 

 

1st Grade 

(4) Geography. The student understands the relative location of places. The student is 
expected to: 

(A)  locate places using the four cardinal directions; and 

(B)  describe the location of self and objects relative to other locations in the 
classroom and school. 

(5) Geography. The student understands the purpose of maps and globes. The student is 
expected to: 

(A)  create and use simple maps such as maps of the home, classroom, school, and 
community; and 

(B)  locate the community, Texas, and the United States on maps and globes. 

(6) Geography. The student understands various physical and human characteristics. The 
student is expected to: 

(A)  identify and describe the physical characteristics of place such as landforms, 
bodies of water, natural resources, and weather; 

(B)  identify examples of and uses for natural resources in the community, state, and 
nation; and 

(C)  identify and describe how the human characteristics of place such as shelter, 
clothing, food, and activities are based upon geographic location. 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/index.html
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http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113a.html#113.12
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(17)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The 
student is expected to: 

(A)  obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as 
conversations, interviews, and music; 

(B)  obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as 
pictures, symbols, electronic media, maps, literature, and artifacts; and 

(C)  sequence and categorize information. 

 

2nd Grade 

(5) Geography. The student uses simple geographic tools such as maps and globes. The 
student is expected to: 

(A)  interpret information on maps and globes using basic map elements such as 
title, orientation (north, south, east, west), and legend/map keys; and 

(B)  create maps to show places and routes within the home, school, and 
community. 

(6) Geography. The student understands the locations and characteristics of places and 
regions in the community, state, and nation. The student is expected to: 

(A)  identify major landforms and bodies of water, including each of the continents 
and each of the oceans, on maps and globes; 

(B)  locate places of significance, including the local community, Texas, the state 
capital, the U.S. capital, major cities in Texas, the coast of Texas, Canada, Mexico, and 
the United States on maps and globes; and 

(C)  examine information from various sources about places and regions. 

(7) Geography. The student understands how physical characteristics of places and regions 
affect people's activities and settlement patterns. The student is expected to: 

(A)  describe how weather patterns and seasonal patterns affect activities and 
settlement patterns; 

(B)  describe how natural resources and natural hazards affect activities and 
settlement patterns; 

(C)  explain how people depend on the physical environment and natural resources 
to meet basic needs; and 

(D)  identify the characteristics of different communities, including urban, suburban, 
and rural, and how they affect activities and settlement patterns. 

(8) Geography. The student understands how humans use and modify the physical 
environment. The student is expected to: 

(A)  identify ways in which people have modified the physical environment such as 
building roads, clearing land for urban development and agricultural use, and 
drilling for oil; 

(B)  identify positive and negative consequences of human modification of the 
physical environment such as the use of irrigation to improve crop yields; and 

(C)  identify ways people can conserve and replenish natural resources. 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113a.html#113.13
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(19)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The 

student is expected to: 

(A)  express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences; and 

(B)  create written and visual material such as stories, poems, maps, and graphic 

organizers to express ideas. 

(20)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, 

working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 

(A)  use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list 

and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 

implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and 

(B)  use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, 

gather information, generate options, predict outcomes, take action to implement a 

decision, and reflect on the effectiveness of that decision. 


