
 
 

SHIRTS, SHOES AND WATCHES 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

This is an activity that is used to review the themes of movement and relationships 
within places to emphasize the "interconnectedness" of human on our small planet 
today. 

 

GRADE LEVEL: 

Middle and High School 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 Sample TEKS Alignment - 113.43.c.8 - understands how people, places, and 
environments are connected and interdependent. 

 

PROCEDURES: 

1. Pass out world maps. 
2. Tell participants that by the end of this activity they will understand how dependent 

they are on other places in the world. 
3. Ask each participant to pair up with a neighbor. Working as a team, check where each 

other's shirt/sweater/jacket was manufactured. Have each participant label that place on 
their world map. Make available a reference world map or atlas for participants to 
check locations. 

4. Next, have participants check where their shoes were manufactured. Double check 
location here--just because there is a Union Jack on your sneaker does not mean it was 
made in the UK. Have each participant label that place on their world map. 

5. Continue this procedure checking for the location of participants' watches, other 
clothing items as applicable, goods each participant may own e.g. cars, TV's, 
microwaves etc.; also, foodstuffs currently available in the store (fresh peaches in 
January from Chile, bananas year-round from Guatemala). 

6. Last, ask each participant to label where their ancestors came from, and the current 
location of each participant. Ask them then to draw lines connecting them to all of 
these other places. 

7. Ask participants to summarize conclusions drawn from this simple activity. Prompt with 
questions like, "Does what happens in other parts of the world affect you? Why?" "Do 
Americans live independently of other nations, or are we dependent?" 

8. This is an excellent activity as a springboard to a discussion on world trade and 
economic interdependence. 
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MATERIALS: 

1. World maps, one for each participant 
2. A reference world map or atlas. 

 

*Excerpted from: 

Texas Alliance for Geographic Education. Young Geographers Alliance: Program Guide. (San Marcos, Texas: 

Southwest Texas State University, 1991), 89-90. 
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