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TADPOLES for Map Reading 

T Title—Look for a title on the map. 

A 
Ask yourself what the title tells you about the map?  What do you know about 

the subject? 

D 

Date--Are there any dates on the map?  If so what do you know about that time 

period? 

Distance—Is the map showing a large area?  Is it showing something traveling 

or moving? 

Directions—Which way is north on the map?  Is there a compass? 

P Place—Is the map showing the world, a continent, a country, a state, a region? 

O Other Info—What else can you gather from the map before going on? 

L 
Legend or Key—What does the legend show?  Are there any symbols?  Is the 

map simple or crowded with information? 

E 
Equator—Can you see the equator?  Are there other grid lines that may help 

you? 

S 
Scale—Is there a scale?  How many miles does it measure?  Will you need it 

to find the distance between two places? 
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