
BIG BEND BONANZA

DESCRIPTION:
Plan a trip through a national park.

GRADE LEVEL:
Upper Primary through Intermediate

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
When my students finish this activity they will be able to:
1. Read maps.
 TEKS Alignment - 113.18.b.21.C - organize and interpret information from outlines,

reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps;
2. Figure mileage.
 TEKS Alignment - 113.18.b.21.F - use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social

studies information such as maps and graphs.
3. Work in a group.
4. Use higher level thinking skills.
 TEKS Alignment - 113.18.b.23 - uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working

independently and with others, in a variety of settings.

FUNDAMENTAL THEMES:
Location
Place
Movement
Human and Environmental Relationships
Regions

RELATED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
Math
Art
Language Arts

*Excerpted from:
Texas Alliance for Geographic Education. Young Geographers Alliance: Program Guide. (San Marcos, Texas:

Southwest Texas State University, 1991), 59-60.
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CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:
1. Introduction by the teacher (see instructions)
2. Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4.
3. Go over the procedure and the map.
4. Discuss the questions on the transparency with the students.
5. Tell the students they are now going to plan a trip.
6. After the students have finished they are to share their experiences and trip with the

class.
7. Have the students do the extension.

MATERIALS:
1. Task card showing trip requirements.
2. Scissors, glue, construction paper, crayons, calculators, paper, pencil
3. Map of Big Bend National Park

EXTENSION:
Have the students make a desert scene in a paper plate or shoebox. Have the
students create a poem about the desert.

ADAPTATION:
The activity described can easily be adapted to any state or national park in a particular part
of the country.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PLANNING A TRIP: (Task Card)
You have entered the park at Persimmon Gap and want to go to Castolon, the Basin, and Rio
Grande Village. You plan to leave Big Bend by the same exit. How many miles will you travel?
Where do you plan to eat lunch? Where will you spend the night? There will be many things to
stop and see. List four things you want to stop and see.

QUESTIONS FOR BIG BEND BONANZA
1. Name the highest peak.
2. Name the three major canyons on the Rio Grande.
3. What kind of road does __________ show?
4. You are located at Castolon and want to travel to Panther Junction. In what direction will

you go?
5. Name the major mountain group in Big Bend National Park.

JOBS:
President - in charge
Artist - draws scene
Cartographer - calls out miles
Accountant - uses calculator
Praiser - praises


