
"LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!"

DESCRIPTION:
Students will be writing, acting and filming video commercials about different countries.
This will be a short travelogue.

GRADE LEVEL:
Upper primary through high school

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
When my students finish this activity they will be able to:

1. Understand different customs of other countries.
 TEKS Alignment - 113.48.c.4.H -interpret patterns of behavior reflecting attitudes

and values that contribute or pose obstacles to cross-cultural understanding;
2. Demonstrate writing ability.
 TEKS Alignment - 113.43.c.22.A-E - student communicates in written, oral, and visual

forms;
3. Experience a different culture through music, art, and dress.
 TEKS Alignment –

o 113.43.c.5.A-B - understands how political, economic, and social processes
shape cultural patterns and characteristics in various places and regions;

o 113.18.b.15 - understands the similarities and differences within and among
cultures in various world societies.

FUNDAMENTAL THEMES:
Location
Place
Human and Environmental Relationships
Movement
Regions

*Excerpted from:
Texas Alliance for Geographic Education. Young Geographers Alliance: Program Guide. (San

Marcos, Texas: Southwest Texas State University, 1991), 150-51.
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Texas Alliance for Geographic Education

http://www.geo.txstate.edu/tage/

RELATED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
Art Music Drama Language Arts History

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:
Advance Preparation

1. This is an assignment that requires time, research, and practice.
2. Introducing the activity: Tell the students they will be making a commercial of a country.

It is to be written from the point of view "that you want people to visit your country"-
play up what is good about your country, e.g., food, scenery, art, music, the people, etc.

3. Have students draw the names of countries and then brainstorm with the students
to get ideas. Write down some of the ideas on the chalkboard.

4. Let the students get into their groups. (Teacher would have assigned these earlier.)
Make sure that you tell them that the video will be no longer than two minutes.

5. If you do not have a camcorder, the Theater Arts or Athletic departments
usually do. Check with them and see if you can borrow it on sign up dates.

6. If you are unfamiliar with a camcorder you will need to practice, practice, practice
before you do final filming.

7. Encourage the students to make or borrow traditional dress from their country that
they will be reporting on. (Hint: A good source would once again be the Theater Arts
department for costumes.)

8. Have the students work on murals (butcher paper taped together) that will serve as the
background to their countries. They may also use a poster to introduce their country
that they have designed.

9. Props for the commercials can be made or donated. (Make sure to return them to the
owner.)

10. All of the above should be written down on a check list for the students to follow.
11. Pointers on filming day:

a. Have someone help keep the door closed so the filming goes uninterrupted.
Let the group do a trial run.

b. Play music from the countries in the background, if the students want this.
c. The same person that watches the door (your bouncer) can be your technical

advisor. He/She can help with sound, lights, etc.
12. After all the filming is finished edit the video, delete out-takes, technical difficulties,

etc.
13. Get permission to show the videos on Channel One, if you have it, during GAW week.

MATERIALS:
1. Camcorder and blank tape
2. Butcher paper


