
What’s Inside...

Dear Colleagues,

 It is an honor to serve as the International Section’s Chair dur-
ing the 2011-2012 term, and I am pleased to address all of you in this 
first Section newsletter of 2012.  The Section’s Council is planning to 
make this year a beneficial one for the Section’s members, and I want 
to let you know what we have planned so far.  

 The first benefit we have planned is to issue this electronic 
newsletter four times during calendar year 2012.  The enhanced 
frequency of the newsletters will be made possible through the 
technical expertise and generosity of Professor Tamra d’Estrée and 
her staff at the University of Denver.   Sincerest thanks to Professor 
d’Estrée and everyone at the University of Denver who is making the 
newsletter possible.  We are interested in highlighting the accom-
plishments of the Section’s members in the newsletter.   Please let me 
know if you have recently published a book or an article, taught an 
interesting course or workshop, received an award, or done anything 
else that may be of interest to the Section’s members.  

 Next, I want to ask all of you to mark your calendars for Sep-
tember 12-15, 2012, the dates of ACR’s next annual conference, 
which will take place in New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A.  Please make 
a special effort to attend International Day on September 12.  This 
year, the International Section is working collaboratively with the En-
vironmental and Public Policy Section to organize an International 
Day that focuses on resolutions of environmental and public policy 
disputes.  If you would like to participate in International Day, please 
let me know.  

 As many of you know by now, an important International Day 
event is the presentation of the Outstanding Leadership Awards to 
one individual and one organization who are doing great work in 
the field of International Development and whose work should be 
recognized.  The International Development Committee (IDC) has 
already begun to accept nominations for these prestigious awards.  
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find an introductory letter writ-
ten by Rochelle Arms, the Section’s Chair-Elect, who is serving as 
IDC Chair.  Please see Rochelle’s letter for further information about 
the IDC’s work on the Outstanding Leadership Awards.  

 Throughout my term as Chair, I want to hear from you about 
any ideas you may have to improve the Section.  Please send your 
ideas to me at the e-mail address below.  Please send newsletter 
submissions and proposals for International Day to me at the same 
address.  You can also call me at one of the telephone numbers be-
low.  I look forward to working with any of you who are interested in 
serving the Section.  
  Walter A. Wright
  International Section Chair, 2011-2012 Term
  Email - ww05@txstate.edu
  Office - (512) 245-2138  
  Mobile - (512) 743-4941 
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Dear Colleagues, 

It’s a great pleasure to greet you and wish you 
a Happy 2012! I’m taking this opportunity to 
introduce myself and also share with you the 
upcoming work of the section’s International 
Development Committee. 

 Firstly, by way of introduction, here is a 
little background on me: I spent my childhood 
in Panama, daughter to an American father 
and Panamanian mother. I have lived and/or 
worked in many parts of the world, including 
France, Argentina, India, and Bosnia. Fourteen 
years ago, I learned mediation from Joe Folger and Tricia Jones as an 
undergrad student, and have remained in the field in some form or 
another. From 2002 – 2005, I was a Rotary Peace Fellow in Argentina. 
I now work for the New York Peace Institute, a large community me-
diation and training program in New York City. My interest in Con-
flict Resolution is deep and longstanding, especially as it relates to 
restorative justice and under-represented people. I look forward to 
connecting with all of you in these or new areas of interest.

 As some of you know, for the past two years I’ve served the 
section as co-chair to the International Development Committee 
(IDC). This year, the IDC will resume its annual task of soliciting 
nominations and selecting Outstanding Leadership Awardees. The 
Outstanding Leadership Award is given yearly to honor exceptional 
work promoting conflict resolution in development projects around 
the world and highlighting the field of conflict resolution in creat-
ing stronger democracies and economies. Our past awardees have 
come from all corners of the globe, including Argentina, India, Ke-
nya, Romania, Russia, Uganda, and the United States. Their areas of 
work have included the justice system, civil society development, 
work with youth, community mediation, environmental protection, 
and post-war reconciliation. Past awardees have richly contributed 
to our International Day agendas through their presentations and en-
gagement with attendees. The professional and personal experienc-
es of these individuals have broadened our imaginations, networks 
and sense of global community in invaluable ways.

 I invite you each to assist in this year’s search for those special 
individuals or organizations to nominate for the Award, people who 
are worthy of recognition, but also whose presence during Interna-

tional Day could help take our section to new 
levels of awareness and participation. We have 
established a submissions deadline of March 
15th in order to have a final selection sometime 
in April. You can help us by identifying strong 
nominees, and by spreading the word among 
your contacts and friends.

 Together with Walter, I’m looking for-
ward to our upcoming projects and teamwork. 
Please feel free to reach out to us with your 
ideas, questions, or helping hands!

Wishing you a fruitful and exciting year ahead!
   

   Rochelle Arms A.
   Chair-Elect, International Section  2011-2012
   Email - rarms@nypeace.org 
   Office - (718) 834-6671, x17

Letter from the Chair-Elect

mailto:rarms@nypeace.org
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 Each year, the Interna-
tional Section organizes an Inter-
national Day, which takes place 
the day before the official begin-
ning of ACR’s annual conference.  
It is usually one of the pre-con-
ference highlights, and Interna-
tional Day 2011 was no excep-
tion. 

 On October 12, 2011, In-
ternational Day began in San 
Diego with a brief presentation 
from the organizers of ACR’s 
conference in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina in May 2011.  Moderated 
by Walter Wright, the panel also 
included María Alba Aiello de 
Almeida, Alicia Garyao, Cris-
tina Camelino, and Mario de Al-
meida.   For a brief, Spanish-lan-
guage video about the May 2011 
conference in Buenos Aires, ed-
ited by Cristina Camelino, click 
here.  To view an album of pho-
tographs from the Buenos Aires 
conference, prepared by Walter 
Wright, visit this site. 

  

  

 

  

  

 Next, Rochelle Arms in-
troduced the Chantal Paydar 
Foundation, which was formed in 
honor of Chantal Paydar, a Rota-
ry World Peace Fellow who stud-
ied and worked in various Latin 
American countries and Uganda 
and whose life was cut short in a 
battle with cancer.  Rochelle then 
introduced Dr. Remo Moomiaie-
Qajar, the foundation’s president, 
who discussed its mission, goals 
and initiatives.  For further infor-
mation about the Chantal Paydar 
Foundation, visit her site.   
 Sister Pauline Acayo, the 
2010 individual recipient of the 
Outstanding Leadership Award, 
had been unable to attend the 
2010 conference in Chicago, but 
she was able to attend Interna-
tional Day 2011.  She addressed 
the audience about her work, 
through Catholic Relief Services 
in Uganda, reintegrating and re-
building communities that have 
suffered war and other types of 
violence. For further information 

about Sister Pauline’s peaceb-
ulding work in Uganda, watch 
Part 1 and Part 2 of her videos on 
Youtube.

 Before lunch, Sister Pau-
line formally received her 2010 
award.  In addition, the audience 
observed the presentation of the 
2011 Outstanding Leadership 
Awards to George Gachara (in-
dividual recipient) and EcoPe-
ace Friends of the Earth Middle 
East, also known as FoEME (or-
ganizational recipient).  Gidon 
Bromberg, the Israeli director of 
FoEME, accepted the award for 
that organization.  

 During the lunch break, 
International Day participants 
heard from Shirish Chotalia, 
Chair of the Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal, about her work 
on the tribunal.  For more infor-
mation about the Tribunal’s work, 
visit their website here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 Following lunch, George 
Gachara, who helps create spac-

HighlightInternational Day 2011: A Pre-Conference Highlight - San Diego, CA

Rochelle Arms &                
Sister Pauline Acayo

Shirish Chotalia of the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal

By Walter A. Wright

Walter Wright & George 
Gachara        

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nI8lOE_SmM&list=UUwvEQKhdGJ_nMOUeRZjPkJw&index=1&feature=plcp
https://picasaweb.google.com/101782322416062616765/ArgentinaMay2011ACRConferenceInBuenosAires?authkey=Gv1sRgCPL7vc_7h4jekgE# 
http://chantalpaydarfoundation.org/
http://
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJXHNP5VehI&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtHQQ54WC48.
http://www.chrt-tcdp.gc.ca/


es for young people to become 
agents of peace and reconcilia-
tion in their communities in Ke-
nya, spoke about the violence 
that followed the 2007 presiden-
tial elections and his and others’ 
efforts to rebuild peace in the 
country following the violence.  
To learn more about George 
Gachara’s work, visit his organi-
zation’s site here and his own site 
here. 

 
 
 

 Gidon Bromberg then 
spoke about the work of FoEME, a 
regional organization of environ-
mentalists who promote sustain-
able development and advance 
peace efforts in the Middle East.  
His organization uses water is-
sues, primarily related to the 
Jordan River, the Dead Sea and 
the Mountain and Coastal Aqui-
fers, to advance peacemaking 
in the Middle East.  For infor-
mation about some of  FoEME’s 
current activities, visit their site 
here.  

 Concluding International 
Day was Julia Gallu, a CAO Om-
budsman Specialist in the Of-
fice of the Compliance Advisor/
Ombudsman (CAO) of Interna-
tional Finance Corporation and 

Multilateral Investment Guaran-
tee Agency, the private-sector 
arm of the World Bank Group.  
She spoke about CAO’s experi-
ence of facilitating resolutions 
to complex, multi-party disputes 
between communities and cor-
porations over ten years of op-
erations.  For further informa-
tion about CAO’s work, visit their 
website here.  

 

  

 Walter Wright prepared 
an album of photos from Inter-
national Day 2011, which you can 
view here. 

 For International Day 
2012, the International Section 
will collaborate with the Environ-
mental and Public Policy Section.  
Focusing on resolution of envi-
ronmental disputes in different 
countries and at the international 
level, this International Day will 
take place in New Orleans on 
September 12, 2012, the day be-
fore the formal inauguration of 
ACR’s 2012 annual conference.  
Watch for announcements about 
International Day 2012 in coming 
months, and please make plans 
to attend.  

International Day 2011: A Pre-Conference Highlight - San Diego, CA 
(Continued)
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Gidon Bromberg of FoEME

International Day Luncheon

Julia Gallu Specialist Ombuds-
man at World Bank Group

Cristina Cavalli, Mario de Almeida, 
María Alba Aiello de Almeida, Su-

sana Yusef and Walter Wright 
(Left to Right)

 

International Day Participants

http://
http://
http://foeme.wordpress.com/2011/02/01/foeme-2011-plans-activities
http://www.cao-ombudsman.org/
https://picasaweb.google.com/101782322416062616765/ACRConferenceInSanDiegoOctober2011?authkey=Gv1sRgCP3zprC7ocuZIw#
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 During the elections that took place shortly before the ACR conference in 
San Diego, Clara I. Gómez was elected the Section’s new Director-at-Large.  She 
joins Kyra Buchko and María Alba Aiello de Almeida, the Section’s two other Direc-
tors-at-Large.

 Clara is a bilingual mediator, consultant and trainer who specializes in 
multiparty and culturally diverse conflicts. She holds a Doctor of Jurisprudence 
degree, and Master’s degrees in Liberal Arts and Medical Microbiology. She is a 
Credentialed Distinguished Mediator of the Texas Mediator Credentialing Asso-
ciation.  Clara has served previously as the International Section’s diversity-and-
equity liaison to the ACR national organization, and she is former president, ad-
viser, and Director-at-Large of ACR’s Houston Chapter.  She has also served the 
Texas Association of Mediators as the Chair of the committee on bilingual mediation issues and as a 
Director-at-Large. She is a lecturer, trainer, and consultant in the United States, Latin America, and other 
countries. 

Clara Gomez is the Section’s New Director at Large

Luis Oré Imparts ADR Skills to the National Water
Authority of Peru

 In November 2011, the Directorate for Management of Inter-Institutional  
Knowledge and Coordination of the National Water Authority of Peru sponsored 
a Conflict Strategies Workshop to improve its employees’ communication, nego-
tiation and facilitation skills.  Luis Oré, Immediate Past Chair of the International 
Section, conducted the workshop.  He imparted information about negotiation 
strategy, consensus building, citizen participation in decision making, assisted 
negotiations, and facilitation and mediation of complex disputes.  Dr. Hugo Jara 
Facundo, Chief of the National Water Authority, also attended the workshop; his 
presence demonstrated the importance of ADR skills to this Peruvian govern-
ment agency.

See the Spanish-language article about the workshop here.

Ray Shonholtz a Remarkable Leader in Conflict Resolution 
and Peacemaking, Remembered

 The Association for Conflict Resolution’s International Section (ACRIS) joins dispute resolvers 
and peacemakers around the world in mourning the recent death of Raymond Shonholtz.  Because he 
was the founder of Community Boards of San Francisco and Partners 
for Democratic Change, many people around the world benefitted 
from Ray’s insight, vision and tireless efforts to create a more peace-
ful world.  Ray’s life and work have special significance for ACRIS 
because Partners for Democratic Change (U.S.A.) received the Out-
standing Leadership Award in 2007 in recognition of that organiza-
tion’s work building sustainable local capacity to advance civil society 
and a culture of change and conflict management worldwide.  Ray ac-
cepted the award on the organization’s behalf.

See Ray’s obituary and ways to honor his life and work here. Share any 
memories you may have of Ray at this website called 1000 Memories. 

http://www.ana.gob.pe/sala-de-prensa/noticias/noticias-2011/autoridad-nacional-del-agua-analiz�-rol-mediador-en-procesos-de-prevenci�n-y-negociaci�n-de-conflictos.aspx
 http://www.partnersglobal.org/raymond-shonholtz-founder-of-partners-for-democratic-change-passes-away-on-january-7-2012
http://1000memories.com/raymond-shonholtz-588781/memories


ACR International Section     

Thank  You to
Our Sponsors! IMCA is a Mediation, Conciliation and Arbitration Interdisciplinary 

Consultancy, composed of professionals from various disciplines: 
lawyers, doctors, psychologists, social workers, labor relations 
graduates, economists, engineers, and educators. Established in 
1995, IMCA’s aim is to cultivate social peace by: spreading the 
knowledge and use of methods of prevention, management and 
conflict resolution; improving interpersonal and organizational 
relationships; and opening doors to better coexistence through 
negotiation and creativity.    

www.equipo-imca.com.ar

   
Alan E. Gross

www.nypeace.org

www.jamsadr.com

   
Gert Danielsen 

   
Yuri Haasz 

Our Partners:

 Linkedin.com Discussion Groups

Association for Conflict Resolution International Section | International 
Conflict Resolution Networks Portal | CR Network /Latinoamérica 
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