El IMPERFECTO
(THE IMPERFECT TENSE)

Spanish has two simple past tenses: the preterit and the imperfect. The imperfect tense indicates an
uncompleted or continuous action.

A. Regular -ar verbs
1. Drop the -ar from the infinitive verb form.
2. Add the indicated endings. (Notice that the nosotros form has a written accent.)

req. -ar endings cantar (to sing)
yo -aba cantaba

tu -abas cantabas

usted, -aba cantaba

él, ella

nosotros -abamos cantabamos
ustedes, -aban cantaban

ellos, ellas

B. Regular -er and -ir verbs
1. Drop the -er or -ir from the infinitive verb form.
2. Add the indicated endings. (Notice the written accents.)

req. -er and -ir endings comer (to eat vivir (to live)
yo -ia comi vivia

t -fas comias vivias

usted, -ia comi vivia

él, ella

nosotros -famos comiamos viviamos
ustedes, -fan comian vivian

ellos, ellas

C. Irregular verbs
There are only three irregular verbs in the imperfect tense. Notice the written accent
in the nosotros form.

ser (to be) ir (to go) ver (to see)
yo era iba veia
t eras ibas veias
usted, era iba veia
él, ella
nosotros éramos ibamos veiamos
ustedes, eran iban veian
ellos, ellas
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