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Texas State University and Computer Power Management 

Technology Resources 

Introduction 
The purpose of this Computer Power Management (CPM) document is to provide power setting 

recommendations for Texas State computers used by Texas State faculty and staff. 

As a guide, this document will assist users in identifying the role in which their computers reside.  It is 

important for users to identify the role that best fits their computer to ensure that newly implemented 

power settings will not affect the computer’s daily functions.   

Once the most accurate role is selected, users will be able to view the respective power settings scheme 

that is recommended by Technology Resources and the university to maintain the functionality of the 

computer while maximizing power savings. 

Please read through each section thoroughly.  If you feel uncomfortable making these changes to your 

system, but would like to ensure that your computer is set to maximize power efficiency, please access 

help using the contact information at the end of this document. 

Selecting a Role for Your Computer  
Computers fall into one of several roles.  As mentioned above, it is important to identify the role your 

computer serves before selecting a power management scheme to implement.  Please select a role from 

the list below that best fits your computer. 

PC ɀ General Computing Role - The Majority of PCs on campus fall into this role.  Any 

Dell  Desktop or Dell  Notebook computers that do not fall into either of the two roles below.  

This role encompasses those computers that are, for the most part, only used while in the 

office.   (Windows XP Only 1)  

PC ɀ File Share Role - Dell Desktop or Dell  Notebook computers which host files that other 

users/computers access.   (Windows XP Only 1)  

PC ɀ Remote Access Role - Dell Desktop computers in which you or others access via a 

remote desktop connection.   (Windows XP Only1) 

Mac ɀ General Computing Role ɀ The majority of Macintosh computers on campus falls 

into this role.  Any Macintosh Desktop or Macintosh Notebook comput ers that do not fall into 

the Mac ɀ File Share Role below.  This role encompasses those Macintosh computers that are,  

for the most part, only used while in the office.   (Mac OS 10.3.9 and later, only 2)  

Mac ɀ File Share Role ɀ Macintosh Desktop or Macintosh  Notebook computers which host 

files that other users/computers access.   (Mac OS 10.3.9 and Later Only2) 

If you need assistance selecting a role for your computer, please contact the IT Assistance Center. 
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Recommended Power Settings for Each Role  
Now that you have selected the appropriate role for your computer, we can set the recommended 
power settings scheme to maximize power efficiency while maintaining your computer’s functionality. 
 
The directions below will guide you through making the recommended power settings changes for each 
computer’s role. 
 

PC ɀ General Computing Role 

Computers in this role do not need to be available when the user is away from the computer.  

Technology Resources recommends that these computers have the most efficient power settings. 

Directions:   

Click Start | Control Panel | Power Options 

Within the Power Option Properties make the following changes: 

 

Next, click on the Hibernate tab as shown below. 
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Next, make sure the “Enable hibernation” checkbox is checked as shown below. 

 

Click Apply | Click OK. 

This completes3 the power settings changes for the “PC – General Computing Role.” 
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PC ɀ File Share Role 

Computers in this role need to remain available at all times.  Technology Resources recommends that 

these computers have the minimal adjustments. 

Directions:   

Click Start | Control Panel | Power Options 

Within the Power Option Properties make the following changes: 

 

Click Apply | Click OK. 

This completes3 the power settings changes for the “PC – File Share Role.” 
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PC ɀ Remote Access Role 

Computers in this role need to remain available on the network at all times, yet the need to keep the 

disk drives active is no longer necessary.  Technology Resources recommends that these computers 

have minor adjustments. 

Directions:   

Click Start | Control Panel | Power Options 

Within the Power Option Properties make the following changes: 

 

Click Apply | Click OK. 

This completes3 the power settings changes for the “PC – Remote Access Role.” 
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Mac ɀ General Computing Role 

Computers in this role do not need to be available when the user is away from the computer.  

Technology Resources recommends that these computers have the most efficient power settings. 

Directions:   

Click the Apple in the top left corner| System Preferences | Energy Saver 

Within the Energy Saver make the following changes: 

 

Click the Red “X” in the top left corner of the Energy Saver. 

This completes3 the power settings changes for the “Mac – General Computing Role.” 
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Mac ɀ File Share Role 

Computers in this role need to remain available at all times.  Technology Resources recommends that 

these computers have the minimal adjustments. 

Directions:   

Click the Apple in the top left corner| System Preferences | Energy Saver 

Within the Energy Saver make the following changes: 

 

Click the Red “X” in the top left corner of the Energy Saver. 

This completes3 the power settings changes for the “Mac – File Share Role.” 



Texas State University – San Marcos                                                     Technology Resources – Client Services 

Technology Resources ɀ IT Assistance Center 
The Technology Resources – IT Assistance Center should be contacted in reference to this document and 

any related questions. 

Phone:   512.245.ITAC (4822)  Call Center Hours:  M-F, 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
E-Mail:   ITAC@txstate.edu  Target Response Time:  1 Business Day 
LIVE Chat:   http://livechat.tr.txstate.edu LIVE Chat Hours:  M-F, 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Location:   MCS, 2nd Floor.   Office Hours:  M-F, 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1  NOTE:  Please Contact the IT Assistance Center (information above) for power settings on Windows Operating 

Systems earlier or later than Windows XP. 

 
2  NOTE:  Please Contact the IT Assistance Center (information above) for power settings on Macintosh Operating 

Systems earlier than Mac OS 10.3.9 

 
3  NOTE:  These settings may affect a computer’s performance while making presentations.  For example, if left 

idle for the specified time, the system may go into a sleep mode during the presentation, thus causing the 
presentation screen to go blank. 
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