CAUSE NO. ____________________

STATE OF TEXAS 
§  
IN THE JUSTICE COURT


§

v.
§
PRECINCT ____


§

______________________________
§

Defendant
§
____________________ COUNTY, TEXAS

CHARGE OF THE COURT
MEMBERS OF THE JURY:

The Defendant, __________________________, stands charged by complaint with the offense of Speeding, alleged to have been committed in _______________________ County, Texas, on or about ____________________, 20____. To this charge, the Defendant has pleaded “Not Guilty.”

You are instructed that a person commits the offense of Speeding if that person operates a vehicle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the existing circumstances. Any speed in excess of the posted speed is prima facie evidence that the speed is unreasonable or imprudent.
Definitions:
A person “operates” a motor vehicle if that person drives or has physical control of a vehicle.
“Vehicle” means a device that can be used to transport or draw persons or property on a highway. 

“Prima facie” means evidence which stands proved until rebutted by other evidence. 

You are the exclusive judges of the facts, of the credibility of the witnesses, and of the weight to be given to the testimony, but you must follow the law given to you by the Court found in this charge.
In all criminal cases, the burden of proof is on the State. All persons are presumed innocent and no person may be convicted unless each element of the offense charged is proven beyond a reasonable doubt. The fact that a person has been arrested, confined, or charged with an offense is not evidence of guilt. The law does not require the Defendant to prove innocence or put on a case at all. The presumption of innocence alone is sufficient to find the Defendant, “Not Guilty,” if the elements of the offense are not proven beyond a reasonable doubt.

You must only consider the evidence presented in this case and not any outside information. In deliberating the case, do not refer to or discuss matters not in the evidence presented to you during trial. 

Keeping in mind the instructions in this charge, if you believe from the evidence, beyond a reasonable doubt, that the Defendant, __________________________, on or about ____________________, 20__, in _____________________County, Texas, did then and there commit the offense of _____________________________, you shall find the defendant “Guilty,” and assess a fine of not less than one dollar ($1.00) and not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00). If you do not so believe, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will acquit the Defendant and find the Defendant, “Not Guilty.”

You will now go to the jury room and select a presiding juror. The presiding juror will preside over your deliberations.  Your verdict must be unanimous. When you reach a unanimous verdict, you will return to the Court.

SIGNED AND ENTERED on _______________________, 20_____.
______________________________________________________

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT _____________

___________________________________ COUNTY, TEXAS

