
 
 
 
 
 

 
RDG 1300.5: Reading Improvement (3 credits) 

Fall 2014 
 
Classroom:  ED 2127     Instructor: Rachelle (Shelly) Hooper        
Time:  MW 12:30-1:50 Email:    rh1329@txstate.edu 
 Office:    ASBN 405 
 Office Hours:  M 10:00-11:30 am, W 2:00-3:30 pm, 

or by appointment. 
 
Welcome! 
I am thrilled to be your conversational companion as you enter the world of higher education! In this course, we will 
collectively learn through listening, reading, speaking, and writing as a community of scholars. In a nutshell, we are 
humans talking to humans about being human to improve the human condition. Sounds like what leaders in your 
discipline area do every day in their fields, right? Let’s get started! 
 
Catalogue Course Description:  
Reading 1300 is a content-based, integrated reading and writing course for students who require compensatory 
instruction in reading comprehension and critical reading.  The course is required for students who fail to make 
passing scores on the Texas Success Initiative reading test. Credit for this course will not count toward any 
baccalaureate degree offered by the University.   
 
 
Required Materials 

Texts 
1. Writing text: Graff, G., & Birkenstein, C. (2014). They say, I say: The moves that matter in academic 
writing (3rd ed.). New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company.  

 
2. Student choice of reading tied to disciplinary themes: Select one of the following and have a copy of 
the text by August 31, 2015. You will have to own a copy to show annotation in your book.  
 
Your Major Area of Study Suggested Texts 
Agricultural Sciences, Education, 
Communication, Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math 

Hess, Elizabeth. (2008). Nim Chimpsky: The Chimp 
Who Would Be Human. New York, NY: Bantam.  
 

Health Professions & Human Services 
Humanities & Social Sciences 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 

Hillenbrand, L. (2014). Unbroken: A World War II story 
of survival, resilience, and redemption. New York, NY: 
Random House. 

Business & Administration 
Health Professions & Human Services 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 

Skloot, R. (2010). The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. 
New York, NY: Random House. 
 

Communication, Education, 
Health Professions & Human Services 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 

Haddon, Mark. (2004). The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time. New York, NY: Vintage Books. 
 

Education 
Humanities & Social Sciences 
Visual & Performing Arts 

Hosseini, K. (2003). The Kite Runner. New York, NY: 
Riverhead Books.  
 

 
 

Welcome to the 
Conversation!! 



Additional Student-selected Texts: You will find resources for each of the units. 
1. Narrative Unit: Ted Talk or documentary 
2. Expository Unit: OpEd 
3. Persuasive Unit: Peer-reviewed articles (at least two) 
 
Supplies 
Three-ring binder 
Paper 
Dividers 

 
Learning Outcomes 
State Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Perceive and understand the connections and differences between reading and writing processes and their 
roles in effective communication across multidisciplinary, multimodal texts (e.g., plain text, video, audio, 
graphics, etc.). 

2. Develop critical literacy skills in locating explicit textual information, drawing complex inferences, and 
analyzing and evaluating information such as author reliability, bias, assumptions, purpose, audience, and 
validity of claims within and across multiple texts or varying lengths, disciplines, and modes. 

3. Recognize hierarchical and relational rhetorical structures through vocabulary and demonstrate mastery of 
appropriate vocabulary usage across multimodal, multidisciplinary texts. 

4. Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts as a consumer and apply 
knowledge of audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts as a producer. 

5. Describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts over the course of the 
semester to demonstrate growth in metacognitive and self-regulatory processes. 

6. Compose a variety of multimodal, multidisciplinary texts that demonstrate clear focus, logical development 
of ideas, and use appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose. 

7. Determine and use effective, efficient approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading and writing 
situations across genres, modalities, and disciplines. 

8. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, incorporating the ideas and words 
of other writers in student writing using established strategies. 

9. Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, and developing a 
claim. 

10. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s ability to compose 
college-level writing assignments in multiple modalities and disciplines. 

11. Recognize and apply the conventions of standard English in reading and writing, including use of and 
accurate citation of sources using a variety of documentation styles (e.g., MLA, APA). 

 
Course Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Create multimodal texts. 
2. Apply meaning-making strategies to comprehend texts. 
3. Apply integrated reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills across academic discipline areas. 

 
Academic Honesty 

Academic honesty is a very simple concept. It means expressing your own academic ideas. In this course, 
you will be honing your skills in listening to others and expressing your own academic ideas to participate 
in an academic community. Please keep the following in mind as you express your own ideas in written or 
verbal form: 
 
Respect yourself. Your ideas matter and contribute to the academic conversation of this university 
community. As such, you should make every effort to critically analyze course content and actively 
produce ideas to contribute to shared knowledge.  
 
Respect others. Your academic community represents the very essence of democracy. Everyone deserves 
to participate and receive credit for his or her own ideas.  



 
I will not accept work that is not your own ideas, which means you will receive a grade of “0” on the 
assignment. If an instance of academic dishonesty occurs, I will notify you and you will need to set an 
appointment with me to discuss the issue.  
 
For detailed information on university policy on academic honesty, please visit the following Texas State 
University Academic Honor Code web pages: 

• http://www.txstate.edu/honorcodecouncil/ 
• http://www.dos.txstate.edu/handbook/rules/honorcode.html 

 
You will affix the following pledge at the top of every assignment that you submit for grading: 
I pledge to uphold the principles of honesty and responsibility at our university. 

 
ADA Statement  

Texas State University provides upon request appropriate academic adjustments for qualified students with 
disabilities. For more information, contact Disabilities Services at 245-3451. It is the student's 
responsibility to notify the professors of any modifications that are required within the first two weeks of 
the semester. 
 
Texas State University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified individuals with 
disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and 
guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational 
opportunity. It is the student's responsibility to register with Disability Support Services and to contact the 
faculty member in a timely manner to arrange for appropriate accommodations. 

 
Attendance Policy 

Your ability to access and retain new knowledge and skills to communicate your academic ideas depends 
upon your consistent class attendance. I expect you to attend every class this semester, arrive on time, and 
remain the entire class period. You are responsible for communicating with me in advance if you will be 
missing class to determine the best way to make up class work. With credible documentation of extenuating 
circumstances, you will be allowed two absences. Regardless of your absence being excused, you are 
responsible for all course work. For unexcused absences, you will need to make an appointment with me to 
discuss the situation. Keep the following in mind as you manage your time this semester: 

• 1 tardy = ½ absence 
• Leaving early = ½ absence 
• 6 absences = failing grade for the class 

 
Classroom Etiquette  

Our classroom will be an active and inviting environment for all. I expect you to conduct yourself in a 
respectful manner at all times. As such, anyone who engages in disrespectful acts will be asked to leave the 
class and an absence will be recorded. If you are asked to leave the classroom, you will need to make an 
appointment with me to discuss the matter before returning to the next scheduled class period.  

 
Use of Technology 

You will be using technology throughout the semester for academic tasks. Please use time outside of class 
to take care of any business using technology that is unrelated to the immediate academic task.  

 
Late Work Policy 

All assignments are due at the beginning of the class indicated on the syllabus. No late work will be 
accepted without prior permission from me. It is your responsibility to communicate with me in advance if 
you are aware of any circumstances which will prevent you from meeting a specified due date.  

 
Course Assignments 
General assignment information is provided in the following chart. Detailed assignment instructions will be 
provided in class. 
 



Assignment Description Learning Outcomes Points 

Award 
Acceptance 
Interview 

Introduction to your scholarly community State: 4, 6 
Course: 3 

50 

Narrative Paper Prewriting, draft, peer-edit, and final  State: 1, 4, 6, 7, 10 
Course:1, 3 

100 

Self-paced Active 
Reading (SpAR) 

Reading schedule, Language of Your Discipline, 
Active Disciplinary Reading Strategies, Online 
Annotation Discussions 

State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11 
Course: 1, 2, 3 

150 

Expository Paper Prewriting, draft, peer-edit, and final  State:  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 
Course: 1, 2, 3 

100 

Day of Service 
Reflection 

Reflective writing piece on service learning 
experience 

State: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 
Course:1, 3 

50 

Socratic Seminar Questioning to learn State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,  
Course: 1, 2, 3 

50 

Persuasive Paper Prewriting, draft, peer-edit, and final  State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 
Course:1, 2, 3 

100 

Portfolio Final versions of course work with summative 
reflective writing piece 

State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 
Course:1, 2, 3 

100 

Exams  Three diagnostic and reflective assessments worth 50 
points each 

State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10 
Course: 1, 2, 3 

150 

Course Project Multimodal project State: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 
Course:1, 2, 3 

150 

Total Points   1000 

 
Grading Scale 
 

Credit (CR) - A grade of CR is equivalent to earning 70-100% of the points available in this course. If you 
earn a CR, you will earn credit for the course, but the grade will not count towards your GPA. It may 
exempt you from retaking the reading section of the TSI. 
 
Progress (P) - A grade of P is equivalent to earning 60-69% of the points available in this course. 
However, if you earn a P, you must retake RDG 1300 (meaning you will not earn any credits). 
 
Failing (F) - A grade of F is equivalent to earning less than 60% of the points available in this course. It is 
also possible to earn a failing grade by accumulating six absences, per the attendance policy.  

 
Lab 

In addition to this class, you should also be signed up for a one-hour-a-week lab. (If you are not, please talk 
to me immediately.) There is no formal meeting time for your lab. Most of your lab work will be done 
individually. However, you can meet in groups and complete your lab work collaboratively if you wish. 
Lab assignments will be posted on TRACS and provided to you as a separate handout. 

 
Assignment Submission Requirements 

All assignments are due as indicated in the RDG 1300 Course Schedule (see below). You are required to 
submit your assignments by the due date indicated in order to facilitate normal classroom activities.  

• All complete draft papers must be printed out to allow for peer editing in class.  
• All final papers must be submitted through TRACS. Please contact me regarding any questions 



about how to submit your papers electronically.  
 
Use the following format to name your assignments: 
LastNameFirstInitial_AssignmentName_Date 
Example: 
HooperR_AwardAcceptanceInterview_26AUG15 

 
RDG 1300 Course Schedule 
Note: This schedule is subject to change. If any schedule changes are required, I will 
inform you in class. 
 
  What’s Happening What’s Due 
Week 1 8/24 (M) • Welcome to the conversation 

• Overview of texts 
• Overview of syllabus 

 

8/26 (W) • Colleague introductions 
• Core reading text and topic selection 
• Overview of SpAR 

Award Acceptance 
Interview 

By Thursday 
8/27 

• Lab work Exam prep 

Week 2 8/31 (M) • Exam #1 Exam #1 
9/2 (W) • Select Day of Service activity 

• Reading Strategies: Annotation 
• Writing workshop: citation styles  

 

By Thursday 
9/3 

• Lab work SpAR # 1 

Week 3 9/7 (M)  Labor Day – no class  
9/9 (W) • Unit 1: Narrative mode – MLA citation 

• Reading Strategies: Context 
• Writing workshop: RAFT 

 

By Thursday 
9/10 

• Lab work SpAR # 2 

Week 4 9/14 (M) • Reading Strategies: Author’s tone 
• Writing workshop: Prewriting 

 

9/16 (W) • Reading Strategies: Inferences 
• Writing workshop: Active Voice 

 

By Thursday 
9/17 

• Lab work SpAR # 3 

Week 5 9/21 (M) • Narrative modes and advocacy 
• Writing workshop: Peer editing and conferences 

Narrative Paper – 
complete draft 

9/23 (W) • Reading Strategies: Organization 
• Writing workshop: Flow of ideas 

Narrative Paper - 
final 

By Thursday 
9/24 

• Lab work  SpAR # 4 

Week 6 9/28 (M) • Unit 2: Expository mode – APA citition 
• Reading Strategies: Reading for discipline content 
• Writing workshop: Credible resources 

 

9/30 (W) • Active reading: Author reliability and bias  
By Thursday 
10/1 

• Lab work SpAR # 5 

Week 7 10/5 (M) • Expository modes and advocacy 
• Writing workshop: Peer editing and conferences 

Expository Paper – 
complete draft 

10/7 (W) • Unit 3: Persuasive mode – Choice of citation style Expository Paper 



By Thursday 
10/8 

• Lab work SpAR # Final 

Week 8 10/12 (M) • Exam #2 Exam #2 
10/14 (W) • Persuasive modes and advocacy 

• Reading Strategies: Analyzing claims 
• Writer’s workshop: Audience appeals 

 

By Thursday 
10/15 

• Lab work  Day of Service 
Reflection 

Week 9 10/19 (M) • Library day  
10/21 • Socratic seminar preparation  
By Thursday 
10/22 

• Lab work  Prep chart and Circle 
Notes for Socratic 
seminar 

Week 10 10/26 (M) • Socratic seminar  
10/28 (W) • Reading Strategies: Visual texts  
By Thursday 
10/29 

• Lab work Reflection piece on 
research 
participation or 
alternative portfolio 
piece 

Week 11 11/2 (M) • Writing workshop: Call to action  
11/4 (W) • Writing Center appointment for Persuasive Paper 

drafting 
 

By Thursday 
11/3 

• Lab work  Persuasive paper – 
resource page 

Week 12  11/9 (M) • Writing workshop: Peer editing and conferences Persuasive Paper – 
complete draft 

11/11 (W) • Interactive course project planning Persuasive Paper - 
final 

By Thursday 
11/12 

• Lab work Course Project idea 

Week 13 11/16 (M) • Creating a portfolio 
o Section reflections (Reading, writing 

notebook, essays, exams, course project) 

 

11/18 (W) • Writing workshop Portfolio reflection – 
complete draft 

By Thursday 
11/19 

• Lab work Continue building 
portfolio 

Week 14 11/23 (M) • Multimodal texts Portfolio 
11/25 (W)  Thanksgiving - No class  

Week 15 11/30 (M) • Exam #3 Exam #3 
12/2 (W) • Course Project conferences 

• Course Evaluations 
Course Project 
submitted to 
Instructor 

Finals Week 12/9 (W) 
11:00 - 1:30 

Presentations of Course Projects  

 


