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SONORAN DESERT WATERS: IMPROVING OUR ABILITY TO SUPPORT WILDLIFE
Kerry Griffis-Kyle: Department of Natural Resources Management, Texas Tech University
Water is limited and getting scarcer in many desert systems, putting at least some wildlife populations
at risk. Managers have been addressing this declining water availability by constructing water
catchments that are managed along with natural sites for desert fauna. There has been controversy over
these sites and whether they are necessary, but images from camera traps show a plethora of species
across taxa taking advantage of the supplemental water, demonstrating its importance. Because the
quality of this water varies by season and by whether the site was constructed or naturally formed, it is
essential that we understand the relationships among time, site structure, biogeochemistry, and
consequences for biota. I will discuss current work on desert amphibians, proposed work on mammals,
and strategies to improve water quality in these managed systems. As water availability declines in
these hot desert regions, water supplementation programs are likely to become increasingly important
tools for managing desert wildlife. Refining our understanding of these waters and variations in water
quality will improve our ability to provide supplemental water and enhance the resiliency of desert
wildlife to the impacts of climate change.
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