Analytical and Relational Learning Styles Assessment
Consider the following pairs of statements. Place a check next to the statement in each pair that more closely describes your style. 
_____ 1a. Before tackling a complex task that I’m unfamiliar with, I prefer to have detailed instructions on how to do it. 
_____ 1b. I prefer to “dive into” a new task, trying things out to see what happens and finding my way as I go. 

_____ 2a.  I like watching movies a second time because then I know where they’re going 
_____ 2b. I generally don’t like watching movies a second time because I know their plots already.

_____ 3a. I prefer to solve math or science problems using formulas and directions. 
_____ 3b. I prefer to figure out why formulas work. 

_____ 4a. When I read mystery stories, I usually let the author tell the story and reveal the mystery.
_____ 4b. When I read mystery stories, I like to try figuring out the mystery before the author reveals it. 

_____ 5a. I usually read the instruction booklet before trying out a new piece of software.
_____ 5b. I never read the instruction booklet before trying out a new piece of software. 

_____ 6a. I prefer to have someone who knows about a subject explain it to me before I try my hand at it. 
_____ 6b. I’m impatient when others try to explain things to me, preferring to get involved in them myself without much explanation.

_____ 7a. Whenever I see a really amazing special effect in a movie, I like to sit back and enjoy it. 
_____ 7b. Whenever I see a really amazing special effect in a movie, I try to figure out how they did it. 

If you tended to prefer the “A” statements in most pairs, you probably have a relational style. If you preferred the “B” statements, you probably have a more analytic style. Remember that no one is purely analytical or purely relational. 
Individuals with analytic learning styles prefer to approach learning by understanding individual steps in a process or individual components and principles within an overarching topic. Analytic learners may understand a big picture once they’ve been able to grasp smaller components that fit within. Students that learn towards an analytic learning style tend to enjoy math and science subjects.   
Individuals with relational learning styles like to be exposed to the full picture first. Once they have grasped the overarching concept, they can break it down into individual components. These individuals tend to enjoy courses that require an ability to understand a broad overview of material, such as English or history.  
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