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From May 31 – June 2, 2018, an international group of scholars met in Athens, Ohio to discuss lifespan writing 
research and plan the next steps of the Writing through the Lifespan Collaboration’s central goal: a multi-site, 
multi-generational study of writing.  Through plenary talks, small group discussions, and concurrent 
presentations, these researchers thought deeply, broadly, across methods and sites, and through various 
theoretical frameworks about what it means to study writing through the whole of the lifespan.   
 
This edited collection aims to move the many productive conversations of this conference forward by 
publishing some of the work presented at that conference, proposing new approaches for multi-site, multi-
generational writing research, and incorporating new theories, methods, and studies that emerged from the 
conference.  We are also excited to include additional theories, methods, and studies in order to give as well-
rounded a view on lifespan writing research as possible.  By demonstrating what Christiane Donahue calls a 
“methodology of generosity,” we hope to put the many methods, sites, and theories brought to bear at the 
conference (and some outside of it) into some kind of “actionable coherence”—that is, we can highlight the 
resonance at work among the wide variety of approaches to lifespan writing research that the conference 
showcased in order to inform and encourage future lifespan writing research.   
 
We seek chapters offering: 

1) a report on a study that has implications for lifespan writing development.  This can be a longitudinal 
study across a swath of time, a retrospective study of particular cases, a study of under-represented 
ages and populations with a broader frame of development in mind, a study that looks across multiple 
sites of writing, etc.  

2) an investigation into particular theoretical, methodological, ethical, or other hurdles for studying 
writing through the lifespan.   

3) an introduction to a particular method for studying writing through the lifespan. 
4) resonances: that is, a piece (perhaps co-authored) that indicates resonance among methodological or 

theoretical orientations which could inform future lifespan writing research. 
Chapters may address one or more of the criteria above. All proposed chapters must be original, not 
previously published or under consideration elsewhere at the time of submission. All studies must have IRB 
(or equivalent) approval; please provide the institution and IRB number with submission. Final chapters will 
run approximately 5,000-6,000 words.   
 
Please send either a proposal of no more than 500 words or a drafted chapter to lifespanwriting@gmail.com by 
September 10, 2018.  Acceptances will be sent in late fall with initial chapters tentatively due in February, 2019.  
Inquiries about the fit of topics, etc. are also welcome.  


