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Abbreviations You May See

• TPW = Texas Parks and Wildlife

• TPWD = Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

• PWC/P&WC = Parks and Wildlife Code

TJCTC ’s 
Criminal Deskbook
• Ch. 11, Section A

• Chart of dismissible offenses

• https://www.tjctc.org/tjctc-resources/Deskbooks.html

• Use the Deskbook to answer the question: What must the defendant 
do to have the offense of “Failing to Display Required Hunting License 
– PWC 42.024” dismissed?
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Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Website

• Game Warden tab

• Regulations tab

• https://tpwd.texas.gov/

• Use the website to answer the question: What are the four 
categories listed on the “Fishing Regulations” page?

Statutes & Texas 
Administrative 
Code (TAC)

Remember, there are 
links to both of these in 
the middle of the 
Regulations page of the 
TPWD website.

7

8

https://tpwd.texas.gov/


5

Statutes & Texas 
Administrative Code 
(TAC)
• There are various Class C Parks and 

Wildlife Code misdemeanors
throughout the Parks & Wildlife 
Code.
• Fine range is $25 – $500 (PWC 

12.406).

• PWC 13.101, .102 – Provides 
authority for TPWD to create 
additional rules & regulations, 
which are found in TAC Title 31, 
Part 2.
• The violation of one of these is also a 

Class C Parks and Wildlife Code 
misdemeanor (PWC 13.112).

Look at the TAC website to 
Answer the Question:

What is the TAC section number 
where the rules of conduct in 
state parks can be found?
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Working with the Game 
Wardens & State Park Police

Game 
Wardens vs. 
Park Police

Both part of Parks & Wildlife. 

Both commissioned state peace officers

Same training/academy.

They operate as two different divisions of the same 
agency.  

They don’t always interact with each other. 

Not restricted to the parks.
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Relationships & 
Communication

• Important to maintain good 
relationships.
• Get to know your game warden(s), park 

police, and their regional Captains. 

• Clear communication is key.

• Table discussion: Share any issues 
you’ve had and/or best practices you 
follow when working with game 
wardens or park police.

TPWD Form 460

• Form 460 (see handout) can be 
attached to the check distributed 
to Parks and wildlife.

• Even when it’s a non-revenue 
disposition charge (ex: not having 
a hunter Safety course), this can 
still be noted on the form. 

• Not every court will have to use 
this form very often, while some 
will use it every month.
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Two Truths and a Lie: 
Spot the Fake Offense

(Al l  offenses – both real  and fake – are 
things that can’t  be done in a state park)

Which One is Fake?

Can't gather 
firewood without 
a permit

1
Can’t go 
swimming 
without a permit

2
Can’t operate a 
metal detector 
without a permit
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Which One is Fake?

Can't carve 
initials in a tree

1
Can't leave with a 
rock in your 
pocket 

2
Can’t play music 
out loud (without 
headphones)

3

Which One is Fake?

Can’t possess a 
bird call without 
authorization

1
Can’t possess 
fireworks 
without 
authorization

2
Can’t feed 
wildlife without 
authorization 

3
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Which One is Fake?

Can’t possess 
alcohol

1
Can’t have 
alcohol in public  
view

2
Can’t be in the park 
w/o supervision if 
under age 15 & can’t 
stay overnight w/o 
supervision if 15-16

3

Which One is Fake?

Can’t let a pet off 
their leash and 
the leash must 
be at least 6 feet 
long

1
Can’t have more 
than one pet per 
human and must 
register the pet 
on entry

2
Can’t leave pet 
waste on the 
ground and must 
properly dispose 
of it immediately

3
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Which One is Fake?

Can't kill a 
rattlesnake

1
Can’t fire a bow 
and arrow

2
Can’t possess any 
stuffed animals 
that might 
confuse the real 
animals

3

Scenarios

(Feel  free to look things up and talk with 
your neighbors to f igure out the answers!)
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Scenario #1

• A case is filed in your court and the 
defendant is charged with speeding in a 
state park, which is a Class C Parks and 
Wildlife Code misdemeanor. The defendant 
requests DSC dismissal under CCP 45.0511. 
Is this an eligible offense for DSC? Would it 
be eligible for deferred disposition under 
CCP 45.051?

• What if the defendant was charged with 
speeding under the Transportation Code, 
but the location of the offense is the state 
park. Is this offense eligible for DSC? 
Deferred?

• How do you know what offense has been 
charged?

Scenario #2

The defendant is convicted of 
the Class C Parks and Wildlife 
Code misdemeanor offense of 
speeding in a state park. What 
is the fine range for this offense 
and what amount within that 
range would you assess?
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Scenario #3

A group of college kids on vacation 
were given tickets for failing to pay 
the entry fee to a state park. They 
live several hours away.

• What’s the best way to have them 
appear in court?

• If they fail to appear, what should 
the court do?

Scenario #4
A complaint is filed in your 
court for Hunting with Light 
under PWC 62.005. Can you 
hear the case?
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Scenario #5

A defendant gets a ticket for failing 
to possess the required hunter's 
education certificate (PWC 62.014). 
Four days later, the defendant 
requests permission to take a hunter 
safety training course in order to 
have the case dismissed. Is the court 
required to let the defendant do the 
course and then dismiss the case if 
the course is successfully completed 
within 90 days? 

Scenario #6

Brainstorm with your 
neighbors: What are some 
ideas for community service 
options when community 
service is ordered on a Parks & 
Wildlife offense?
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Scenario #7

You get called to do an inquest 
for a death in a state park. The 
area where the body is located 
has little to no cell service, but 
you may need to call someone 
while you are there to come 
remove the body or for other 
reasons. What are some 
strategies for dealing with the 
bad cell service issue?
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