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Basic Information
 Texas Senate Bill 11 (SB 11) was passed by the Texas Legislature and was 

signed into law by Governor Greg Abbott on June 1, 2015. It is often referred 

to as “Campus Carry.” It permits individuals with a license to carry or 

concealed handgun license to carry a concealed weapon on public university 

campuses in Texas beginning August 1, 2016.

 As a Texas public university we are required by the legislature to implement 

the Campus Carry legislation and we are doing so in a thoughtful and 

reasonable manner. We have created several resources designed to educate 

students, faculty, staff, and community members about the new law and the 

Campus Carry rules and policies in place for the Texas State University 

Campuses. Additionally, we have created documents that provide answers to 

anticipated questions, best practices guidelines for creating safe classroom 

and meeting environments, and links to additional campus safety and 

security information. You will find all of these helpful resources on this 

website.

 Maintaining a safe, secure educational environment that continues to allow 

unfettered academic discourse is important to all of us. Please help us attain 

these goals, by allowing us to continue to hear your voices as we implement 

this mandatory legislation. If you would like to offer suggestions about how 

Texas State can improve in its implementation of Campus Carry on our 

campuses, please use the online survey tool that can be accessed at the 

bottom of this webpage to provide us with your comments and suggestions.

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/SB00011F.htm


Basic Information
 Effective August 1, 2016, concealed carry of a handgun by license 

holders is allowed on Texas public university campuses subject 

to restrictions imposed by statutes and by the University President. 

Concealed carry is prohibited in some buildings on Texas State 

University campuses.

 The law does not allow the institution of higher education to establish 

provisions that generally prohibit or have the effect of generally 

prohibiting the carrying of concealed handguns by license holders on 

the campus. However, it does state that the president or other chief 

executive officer shall establish reasonable rules, regulations, or other 

provisions regarding the carrying of concealed handguns by license 

holders on the campus of the institution or on premises located on the 

campus of the institution.

 No person shall openly carry firearms or illegal weapons (as defined 

in Texas Penal Code §46.05 a.) or display a deadly weapon in a 

manner calculated to cause alarm (as prohibited byTexas Penal Code 

§42.01), while on university property. Exceptions to this prohibition 

include persons commissioned as peace officers in the State of Texas 

and federal law enforcement personnel.

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/PE/pdf/PE.46.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/docs/PE/htm/PE.42.htm


Basic Information (con’t.)
 No person, department, college, or administrative unit may make or 

enforce any policy or rule limiting or prohibiting the carrying of firearms 

except by obtaining an exception

– Exceptions: When the nature of a particular academic setting or other 

campus activity would create safety concerns relative to the presence of a 

concealed handgun, a university representative may request the addition of 

a temporary gun-free zone by submitting a Request for Temporary Gun-

Free Zone to the provost and vice president of Academic Affairs or other 

appropriate member of the President’s Cabinet. A President’s Cabinet 

member may make a recommendation to the president, who exercises final 

approval with no appeal.

 Storage

– The university does not provide handgun storage

– By Texas statute (Government Code §411.2032), the university may not 

prohibit or restrict storage or transportation of a firearm or ammunition in a 

locked, privately owned or leased motor vehicle by a person, including a 

student enrolled at that institution, who holds a valid license to carry a 

handgun under this subchapter and lawfully possesses the firearm or 

ammunition: (a) on a street or driveway located on the campus of the 

institution; or (b) in a parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area 

located on the campus of the institution

http://www.txstate.edu/effective/UPPS/upps-01-04-45-att1.html
http://law.onecle.com/texas/government/411.2032.html


Gun-Free Zones and the Law
 Pursuant to and consistent with Chapter 46 of the Texas Penal Code, 

weapons, including handguns, are prohibited in the following 

locations:

a.   on the physical premises of a K-12 school or education 

institution, any grounds or building on which an activity 

sponsored by a school or education institution is being 

conducted, or a passenger transportation vehicle of a school or 

education institution, whether the school or educational 

institution is public or private unless pursuant to written 

regulations or written authorization of the institution; the Texas 

State campus, including but not limited to The Meadows Center for 

Water and the Environment and the Freeman Aquatic Biology 

Building, is routinely host to K-12 students and, as such, these 

areas are to be gun-free during any such events;

b.   on the premises of a polling place on the day of an election or 

while voting is in progress. The third floor of the LBJ Student 

Center is a polling location and weapons are prohibited there 

during polling activities; 

c.   on the premises used for competitive sporting, NCAA, and 

University Interscholastic League (UIL) events; and 

d.   on premises when used for religious worship. 



Gun-Free Zones at Texas State during

Events/Activities

 LBJ Student Center during polling activities

 Administration areas during judicial hearings

– RD offices

– DHRL offices

– Other campus locations, including academic offices

 Any location hosting competitive sporting/athletic event locations

– Strahan

– Bobcat Stadium

– Soccer Fields

– Intramural Fields

 Residence Halls

– locations used for Pre-K through grade 12 summer activities and camps on 

the San Marcos Campus and the Round Rock Campus during summer 

sessions including, but not limited to, the following locations: residence 

halls used for summer camps, the Music Building on the San Marcos 

Campus and the Avery Building on the Round Rock Campus during 

summer sessions.



Consistent Gun-Free Zones at Texas 

State

 Areas providing services or events for minor children

– Child Development Center (CDC)

– Clinic for Autism Research Evaluation and Support (CARES)

– Assessment and Counseling Clinic (ACC)- Round Rock Campus

– Speech-Language-Hearing and Physical Therapy Clinics

 Areas proving health services

– Student Health Center (San Marcos and Round Rock campuses)

 Areas used for disciplinary matters, legal compliance, and counseling

– 5th floor of LBJ, including the Texas State Counseling Center

– Student Health Center/Counseling Center, Room 116, Nursing Building-

Round Rock Campus

– premises when used for disciplinary matters, legal and quasi-judicial 

matters, and legal compliance. Any designated gun-free zones for these 

purposes are identified with appropriate signage.



 Areas used for official residence or governmental events

– President’s house and surrounding grounds on the San Marcos Campus

– Location when used for governmental meetings on the San Marcos 

Campus and Round Rock Campus

– Polling location on the 3rd floor, LBJ Student Center, on the San Marcos 

campus

Consistent Gun-Free Zones at Texas 

State (con’t.)



Bottom Line

 No persons under 21 can carry a gun.

 Guns are permitted in the residence halls if the resident is at least 21 

years old.

 Guns should not been seen on anyone’s person.

 In the halls, if you see a person with a gun and it seems as if 

something is a little “off” about the person, but can’t remember what 

the policy states, call your UPD, RD, or RDOC.

 On campus, if you see a person with a gun and it seems as if 

something is a little “off” about the person, but can’t remember what 

the policy states, call UPD.

 Your safety is a priority!



Resources

 Campus Carry Website

– http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry.html

 University Policy and Procedure Statements Index (UPPS)

– http://www.txstate.edu/effective/UPPS/upps-01-04-45.html

 General Rules and Reasoning behind Campus Carry

– http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry/rules

 Campus Carry FAQ

– http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry/faq

http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry.html
http://www.txstate.edu/effective/UPPS/upps-01-04-45.html
http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry/rules
http://www.txstate.edu/campuscarry/faq

