
Minutes 
Liberal Arts Council 

 27 August 2014, 2:00 pm, FH 474 
 
 
 
Presiding: Dean Michael Hennessy 
Recording: Associate Dean Lucy Harney 
 
Council Members: Bill Kelemen, Dennis Dunn, Mary Brennan, Beth Erhart, Bob Fischer, 
Alberto Giordano, Craig Hanks, Susan Day, Dan Lochman, Ken Grasso, Associate Dean 
Britt Bousman, and Associate Dean Nancy Grayson  
 
 
Guests: Manda Anderson 

 
 
1.  Geography program proposal: 
 

Alberto Giordano reviewed the proposed name change for the PhD in Environmental 
Geography to a PhD in Geography. After discussion Council members unanimously 
approved the proposal. 
 

2.  CCC representatives and internship directors: 
 

Lucy Harney asked that Council members inform her of new representatives to the 
Liberal Arts College Curriculum Committee, and of new departmental internship 
coordinators for 2014-2015. 

 
3.  Update on Learning Outcomes reporting: 
 
 Chairs should send Lucy Harney fall learning outcomes reports by September 19 if 
 they contain changes from last year’s reports. We are awaiting instructions from AVP 
 Wuest on how to proceed with unaltered reports.  
 
4.  Submitting grants and other applications through channels:  
 
 Dean Hennessy asked chairs to remind faculty to alert Liberal Arts Grant Specialist 
 Jessica Schneider to all external grant and fellowship applications, so that any 
 research awards will be included in University research reporting.  
 
5.  Department policies on Math 1312: 
 
 Council members are asked to review their policies regarding the acceptability of 
 MATH 1312 for their majors, minors, and prerequisites, and report any desired catalog 
 changes to Lucy Harney. 
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6.  Anthropology PhD faculty line: 
 
 Dean Hennessy announced that a new PhD faculty line for forensic anthropology has 
 been approved by Academic Affairs. 
 
7.  Faculty accomplishments:  
 
 Dean Hennessy distributed a draft copy of the Liberal Arts Faculty Accomplishments 
 for 2013. Council members are asked to review for accuracy and report any required 
 alterations to Britt Bousman. 
 
8.  Plan for retreat on 9/3/14: 
 
 The Liberal Arts Council will have a mini-retreat beginning at 12:30 on Wednesday, 
 September 3, in the Philosophy Dialogue Room in the newly renovated Comal 
 building. Council members will summarize their major goals for the next three  years, 
 including any significant changes to the current strategic plan. 
 
9.  CAD update:  
 
 Dean Hennessy briefed Council members on the CAD meeting of 7/26: 
 

• Chair evaluation: Council members received a working draft of the revisions to 
UPPS 1.10 regarding the evaluation of department chairs. The proposed plan, 
which includes a non-voting external observer, will not go into effect during the 
current academic year. 

 
•  Meeting with candidates for tenure and promotion: Dean Hennessy reviewed the 

guidelines for chairs in meeting with tenure candidates (UPPS 8.10) and with 
faculty applicants for promotion. 

 
• Standards/policies for online teaching: Council members discussed policies (from 

UPPS 4.05) regarding the assessment of online and distance learning courses, as 
well as requirements for instructor training and certification. 

 
• Six-year graduation rates: Council members reviewed a report on the graduation 

and enrollment rates of the fall 2007 freshman cohort at Texas State, and 
discussed factors affecting standard calculations of graduation rates. 

 
• Undergraduate enrollments: Dean Hennessy reported on the current fall enrollment 

projections, which indicate an increase of around 1,000 students from last fall. 
 

• Graduate admissions: Dean Hennessy reviewed a report comparing current 
graduate student applications, acceptances, and registrations at Texas State with 
those from the same period in fall 2013. Overall, graduate admissions have 
increased. 
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• Office administrators are asked to contact Faculty Records on behalf of faculty who 

encounter technical problems, such as difficulty accessing TRACS. 
 

• Questions and concerns regarding parking policies and availability should be 
directed to the Office of Parking Services. 

 
10. Other Business: 
 
Dean Hennessy asked chairs to encourage faculty to nominate themselves and their 
colleagues for the various recognitions and honors that will be awarded to Texas State 
faculty during the 2014-2015 academic year. 
 
 
 
Around the Table: 

 
Manda Anderson reminded Council members that Math 1312 is not acceptable for 
students pursuing teacher certification. 
 
Thesis deadlines for students have been moved earlier by one week. 
 
Dean Hennessy discussed the possible dates for the Liberal Arts DAAA event in the 
spring. 
 
Council members discussed and unanimously voted to endorse a proposal from 
Psychology faculty to modify diction in Texas State’s alma mater. 
 
Nancy Grayson will send Council members the report on departmental initiatives that 
she prepared for the University Retention Council.  
 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned.  
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