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Animal Control Protocol 
 
If you find a high risk animal (e.g., skunk, bat, fox, coyote, raccoon) inside your building, or hanging out around your 
building, whether it is dead or alive: 

 DO NOT touch it!  

 If it is alive, DO NOT attempt to catch it! 

 Call the University Police Department at 245-2805 (UPD will contact Animal Control to remove or capture the 
animal) 

 UPD will notify Texas State University Animal Control Officers during regular business hours (8 am -5 pm). The 
City of San Marcos Animal Control will be notified after hours.  

 Provide the following information to the UPD dispatcher: 
a. Location of animal 
b. Is the animal alive or dead 
c. How many 

 A person of responsibility (RA/RD) should wait in the area (a safe distance) until UPD (or animal control) has 
arrived.   

o This person will make sure that no-one touches the animal 
o The RD or RDOC must also notify their AD or ADOC about the situation  
o The AD/ADOC will  notify Richard Medina and Susan Dudolski  

 

Rabies Exposure 
Rabies virus is transmitted through saliva and brain/nervous system tissue. If contact with either of these has occurred, 
the type of exposure should be evaluated to determine if post-exposure prophylaxis is necessary.  The possibility of 
exposure to rabies can occur through: 

 Contact with high risk animals (Skunks, bats, foxes, coyotes and raccoons) 

 An animal bite which breaks the skin  
 

Watch Out For: 
 Bold, friendly, or apparently tame wild animals.  

 Night animals, like skunks and foxes, which are seen in the daytime.  

 Pets that have difficulty walking, eating or drinking.  

 Signs of excitement or viciousness in normally quiet animals.  

 Animals that tear at or scratch an old wound until it bleeds.  

 Bats that are unable to fly. 
Although dogs and cats are generally not high risk animals, they too can contract rabies.  In the early stages, the 
personality of pets may change. A normally friendly dog may stay alone; another may begin to seek more attention. 
Some animals scratch at the place virus entered their bodies. Later symptoms follow an erratic pattern; the pattern may 
be manic or a slow-acting (paralytic) pattern or a combination of both. 
 

What To Do If You Are Bitten: 
If you are bitten by an animal, treat the bite as if the animal were rabid, and follow these steps. They may save your life. 

1. Identify the animal by kind, size, color and place.  
2. Quickly and thoroughly wash the bite with soap and water and rinse well, and put alcohol or iodine on it to kill 

germs. 
3. See a doctor as soon as possible. He will decide on what you might need to do to avoid rabies. 
4. Report incident to your local Health Department or to Animal Control Office at (512) 805-2655. 
5. Wild animals will be tested immediately and laboratory results are ready within two days.  

 
Rabies affects the central nervous system. It may take from ten days to over a year to develop. However, exposed 
people can be successfully treated before the development of symptoms by a series of vaccinations.  


