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Employment

Criminal Case Review and Consulting









2010-present


Private Consultant
· Review of open and closed criminal cases at the request of law enforcement, attorneys and organizations.

· Identification of solvability factors in open cases for the purpose of making investigative recommendations.

· Review of alleged wrongful conviction cases – specializing in alleged false confessions.

· Review of law enforcement agencies’ policy and procedures in the area of cold case investigations and interview and interrogation procedures.

· Provide expert testimony on police and interrogation procedures in criminal cases and before legislative bodies. 
· Provide instruction to law enforcement agencies, attorneys and universities on law enforcement investigative procedures, cold case investigation, interview and interrogation and the prevention of false confessions and wrongful convictions. 

Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D.C.


                                                                                          1983-2010



Violent Crime Case Review Project


2000-2010



Project Director – Detective 
· Created the Project in response to a need to better select old unsolved homicides (cold cases) for re-assignment and additional investigation. 

· Responsible for the comprehensive review of all homicide cases over three years old.
· Developed policy and procedures pertaining to case reviews, case tracking, file tracking, case reassignment and investigation.  

· Acted as liaison with Forensic Psychology, Forensic Science and Psychology Departments at local universities in order to obtain student interns to work in the project.

· Created a selection process and training program for student interns in the Project. 
· Provided ongoing training for and day-to-day supervision of four to fourteen college student interns each semester. Students were taught to review cases, create case summaries, complete data collection books and identify relevant cold case solvability factors. 

· Identify those cases with a high solvability potential, especially those with good forensic evidence potential.

· Successfully obtained and managed grant funding for equipment, data entry personnel and DNA backlog testing. 


MPD Violent Criminal Apprehension Program (ViCAP)   2000-2010

Program Director – Detective 

· Managed the MPD ViCAP database and developed policy and procedures for data entry and quality control. The national FBI ViCAP system is run in conjunction with the Violent Crime Case Review Project. The Violent Crime Case Review Project is the main case tracking database for ViCAP.
· Trained and supervised interns, volunteers, detectives and crime analysts on data entry and searches. This involved searches of not only the ViCAP system but local and federal data bases such as BARS, DC-DOC, NCIC, CJIS and the FBI data base.
· Liaison with the National FBI ViCAP Unit.

Major Case/Cold Case Unit



1997-2000

Detective

· Investigated cold unsolved murders, recent murders involving three or more victims, child murders and murders involving police officers.
· Worked as part of a MPD/FBI Task Force on cold cases.

Homicide Branch




1993-1997


Detective

· Investigated recent murders, suspicious deaths, suicides and natural deaths.
· Specialized in gang related murder.


Fifth District Detective Unit



1992-1993


Detective
· Responsible for general investigative assignments but primarily handled burglary investigations for the north section of the Fifth District.
· Worked with individuals and groups within the community to identify and address issues of concern involving crime and safety.
· Trained officers in basic investigative techniques – including drafting and successfully obtaining search and arrest warrants. 

Repeat Offender Project



1986-1992


Detective - Investigator
· Participated in and directed investigations targeting persons who committed 5 or more felonies per week – but specializing in persons trafficking in stolen property.

· Performed numerous long and short term undercover operations. 

· Worked with numerous task forces and regional working groups, involving local and federal law enforcement agencies.


Third Police District Patrol and Support Operations
1983-1986


Officer

· Performed uniformed patrol functions.

· Detailed to specialized units such as narcotics, prostitution, auto theft, 
                                       surveillance and tactical work.
Arlington County, Virginia Fire Department


1977-1983



Firefighter – Paramedic

· Proficient in basic firefighting duties involving fire suppression, search and rescue, engine company and truck company functions.
· Nationally Board Certified Paramedic – assigned to a Medic Unit. Responsible for administering emergency medical and advanced life support care.
Volunteer Work


Marymount University





2009-present



Professional Adjunct Professor




Forensic Psychology Graduate Program

· Facilitate the week-long Criminal Assessment Class that conducts a comprehensive review of an alleged wrongful conviction case.


National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

2010-present



Consultant




Project Alert

· Conduct reviews of unsolved missing children and child homicide cases for law enforcement agencies.


Parents of Murdered Children




2010-present




Consultant




Second Opinion Service (SOS)

· Conduct reviews of homicide cases submitted at the request of the family of the victims. 
Specialized Training and Experience
· Extensive experience in working multi-jurisdictional cases and on local and federal law enforcement task forces.

· Experience in obtaining appropriate court orders for and the utilization of electronic surveillance and monitoring equipment, including wire-taps, Dialed Number Recorders and pole-cameras.

· Training through the FBI in financial investigations. 

· Specialized training through the FBI, local law enforcement agencies and other organizations in homicide investigation, arson investigation, child exploitation, crime scene examination and processing, crime scene analysis, advanced forensic DNA applications and interview and interrogation. 

· Adult education instruction training through the National Institute of Justice’s National Instructor Development Academy. 

· Investigative Interviewing Masterclass through the International Investigative Interviewing Research Group. 

Accomplishments

· Developed policy and procedures for MPD cold case and evidence reviews following a study of other cold case homicide review processes across the country.

· Started a departmental intern program that has since been adopted by many other DC MPD units.

· Created training programs for interns and detectives on homicide investigation, case reviews, evidence, forensic database and the FBI ViCAP database.

· Obtained grant funding for DNA backlog reduction. 
· Created the MPD VICAP Program.

· Recipient of the Marymount University Forensic Psychology Program  Award in Ethics in Law Enforcement (2005)
· Recipient of the 2009 Innocence Network’s Champion of Justice Award.

· Testified before the Ohio and Maryland Legislatures on the benefits of videotaping interrogations. 

· Testified before the New York State Task Force and the Florida Innocence Project on the benefits of videotaping interrogations. 

Committees, Advisory Boards and Professional Organizations
· The Vidocq Society (May 2008-present). 

· FBI ViCAP National Advisory Board (2003-2008)
· DC Homicide Coalition – a cooperative effort of multiple agencies tasked with improving and coordinating the response of government and private agencies to the needs of co-victims/survivors of homicide (2005-2010).

· Mid Atlantic Cold Case Homicide Investigators Association Board of Directors (2004-present)
· International Investigative Interviewing Research Group (2011- present)

· International Homicide Investigators Association (2006-present)

· Homicide Research Working Group (2005-present)

· Police Executive Research Forum Eyewitness Identification Research Project (2011-present)
· Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project Honorary Board Member (2010-present)

Lectures – Presentations – Teaching 
· Basic Crime Analysis Techniques presented to DC MPD detectives, American University Criminal Justice Department
· Intuition and Police Work- Marymount University Department of Forensic Psychology
· “ The Starbucks Triple Murder / Cooperation Between Local and Federal Law Enforcement Agencies” presented to Marymount 

University; American University; the DC MPD Police Academy, LeadAmerica
· “The Freeway Phantom Serial Murder Investigation- A Case Study”                                                                                  presented at the ATAP DC Annual Conference (2006); The Mid-Atlantic Cold Case Homicide Investigators Association Conference (2006)
· Interrogation and False Confessions- Georgetown University; American University Law School; Marymount University, D. C. Public Defender Service, U. S Attorney Office for the District of Columbia. 
· Identifying and Avoiding Criminal Investigation Pit Falls- MPD personnel.

· The MPD ViCAP Program-DC MPD personnel, DC Metropolitan Regional Sex Offense Detectives conference
· Basic Homicide Investigation-DC MPD 

· Forensic and Computer Databases-DC MPD
· Evaluating Confession Evidence- Institute for Law Enforcement Administration, Plano Texas conference on Best Practices in Law Enforcement Investigations: The Role of Leadership in Avoiding Wrongful Convictions (yearly 2010-2012)
· False Confessions and the Case for Videotaping: Arizona Attorneys for Criminal Justice Winter Seminar (2011)

· Evaluation of Witness Statements and Confession Evidence:  Office of the Wisconsin Sate Public Defender Annual Conference (2011)

· Police Investigative Practices:  Public Defender Services of the District of Columbia (2011)

· Detecting Deception – Behavior Analysis and the Polygraph: Juvenile Defender Leadership Summit, Washington, D.C. 2010

· Creating and Managing Cold Case Units & Evaluation of Confession Evidence - Nevada Chief’s and Sheriff’s Association Annual Retraining Conference (2011)

· The Three Steps to a False Confession – Brown University, Providence, RI (2013), Mississippi Public Defenders Conference (2014)
· Witness Interviews – Investigation Processes, Practices and Pitfalls – Suffolk Co. MA District Attorney’s Office, Boston Police Homicide Unit & Massachusetts State Police (2014)

· Unreliable Statement Evidence Issues – Panels at: Washington & Lee Law School, False Confession: The True Story Symposium (2014), Pennsylvania State University Quattrone Center, A Systems Approach to Conviction Integrity (2014), Temple University, False Confessions, Intersecting Science, Ethics & the Law. 

· Academic Director, Georgetown University Summer Forensic Science Program (2010)

· Interviews & Interrogations – Understanding Best Practices, Forty-Fifth Annual Criminal Law Seminar, Virginia CLE & Virginia State Bar, 2015
· Interrogation Practices and Evaluating Witness Evidence: Federal Defender Service 11th Annual Saint Crispin Day Celebration CLE, Atlanta, Ga (2015)

Publications – Research
· James Trainum and Diana Havlin. A False Confession to Murder in Washington, D.C.  In Criminal Investigative Failures by D. Kim Rossmo (2009)
·  James Trainum, Nancy Brown, Ray Smith, Fencing Operations,  FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin (6/2001) 
· Study of post-release arrests of suspects in dismissed homicide cases for the Metropolitan Police Department  (2003).

· Primary author of the Metropolitan Police Department’s Major Case/Cold Case Unit’s Standard Operating Procedure.
· Steven Drizin and James Trainum (2010).  A report for the Department of Justice on the interview and interrogation practices of the New Orleans Police Department, with recommendations.
· Consultant and author of the Forward for Cold Case Research Resources for Unidentified, Missing and Cold Case Homicides by Silvia Pettem.

·  “ ‘I Did It’ – Confession Contamination and Evaluation,” The Police Chief 81 (June 2014); Web-only 

· “Get it on tape”, Op-Ed for the Los Angeles Times newspaper, (10/24/2008)
· Gary David, Anne Rawls, James Trainum, Playing the Interrogation Game: Trust, Coercion and Confessions in Police Interrogations, Presented at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2015

· How the Police Generate False Confessions: An inside look at the interrogation room (Rowman and Littlefield, release date, July, 2015)

Current Projects
· Texas State University 

· Identifying, reviewing and analyzing criminal investigations as part of the University’s “Case Deconstruction of Criminal Investigative Failures” research project. 

· Police Executive Research Forum (PERF)

· Assessment of the homicide investigative process of selected law enforcement agencies.
Past Projects
· University of Pennsylvania Law School’s Quattrone Center

· National Institute of Justice consultant assisting with the sentential event review of a near wrongful conviction in Philadelphia, PA. 

Media
· National Public Radio Podcast “Serial”
· Review the law enforcement investigation into the murder of Hae Min Lee in Baltimore, Maryland in 1999 (2014)
· National Public Radio, This American Life
· Episode 507 – “Confessions”
· Interviewed about law enforcement interrogation tactics and how they lead to Trainum obtaining a false confession in 1994
· The New Yorker magazine
· The Interview: Do police interrogation techniques produce false confessions?  December 8, 2013
· The New York Times
· Confessing to Crime, but Innocent, September 12, 2010
· CBS “48 Hours”
· Murder on the Hudson, September, 2015
· Reviewed and commented on the police investigation into the death of Vincent Viafore
· USA Today
· “Speeding train” interrogations can fuel false confessions, December, 2011
Expert Testimony
· Superior Court of the State of Delaware – New Castle County
· State of Delaware vs. Jerome Wright
· Case Number 91004136D1
· 2009
· Fifth Judicial Circuit Court – Hernado County, Florida
· State of Florida vs. Paul Christopher Hildwin
· Case Number 1985-499-CF
· 2010
· Superior Court of the District of Columbia
· United States v. Reco Coates
· Case Number 2009 CF1 15475
· 2012
· U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
· Donald Eugene Gates vs. District of Columbia et. Al.
· Case Number 1:11-cv-00040
· 2012
· U. S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia
· Ivan Teleguz v. Keith W. Davis, Warden, Sussex I State Prison
· Case Number 7:10-cv-00254
· 2013
· Superior Court of the District of Columbia

· United States v. Daquan Tinker

· Case Number 2012 CF1 15125

· 2013

· Navy-Marine Corps Southern Judicial Court

· United States of America vs. David W. Neiman, ABHAN, USN

· 2013

· U.S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia – Charlotte Division

· Robert Wilcoxson vs. Buncombe County, et al 

· 2015

· U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio – Cleveland Division
· Glenn Tinney vs. Richland County, et al

· 2015

· U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York
· Martin Tankleff vs. The County of Suffolk, et al

· 2015

· State of Wisconsin 

· State of Wisconsin v. Chong Lee

· 2015
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