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House Representative Cody DeSalvo brought a petition for an Advisory Opinion 

concerning whether College Deans can appoint Representatives after the two-meeting 

threshold. The Supreme Court will address the concerns, and this ruling is binding now 

and in the future. 

 

The nature of this opinion was due to the recent vacancy of Representative seats. 

 

     The primary questions before the Supreme Court were: 

 

1. Per Article XII, Section 10 of the Student Government Constitution, are 

College Deans allowed to appoint Representatives if they do not do so after 

two House meetings? 

2. The Court also questioned whether relief is necessary for this situation. 

 

Associate Justice WOSNIG delivered the Majority Opinion of the Court in which 

Associate Justices GUILHAS and MALCOM concurring. Chief Justice FRANK 

CADOREE dissented and will deliver the Minority Opinion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Advisory Opinion 

 

Concerning the first question petitioned to the Court, whether a Dean of a College still 

can appoint someone after the second meeting of a vacancy in the Graduate House? The 

Court has reviewed the Constitution, and by a majority, has interpreted this section. In 

determining our interpretation, the Court looked at the language used in this section 

because the word "must appoint" is used. The Court, by a majority, has agreed that due to 

this wording, the Dean of a College must appoint a new Representative if a vacancy 

arrives by the second meeting and if the Dean does not, that Dean loses the ability to 

appoint hereafter the required second meeting. 

 

Based on testimony that was given to the Court at the hearing by House Leader Jeremy 

David. The Court has found out that there are two vacancies within the College of 

Education. Due to this information, the Court questions whether relief is needed for this 

situation, and the Court agrees that it would be an unresolvable burden on the House and 

the College of Education to finish this session without representation. Nevertheless, the 

Court by a majority grants a temporary relief to the Graduate House of Representatives 

that a Dean of a College has until the end of the Fall 2021 semester to appoint two 

representatives to the Graduate House of Representatives. So, a College can have proper 

representation. 

 

Summary 

 

In summary, the proper execution of Article XII, Section 10 is as follows: 

 

The Supreme Court has agreed that according to Article XII, Section 10, a College Dean 

must appoint a Representative to a vacant seat by the second meeting. If they do not, the 

Dean loses the ability to appoint someone to the seat. Due to the circumstances that the 

College of Education is left without any representation, the Supreme Court offers 

temporary relief to the Graduate House of Representatives that a College Dean has until 

the end of Fall 2021 to fill any vacant seats in the Graduate House of Representatives.  

 

 

 

It is so ordered.  


