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Friends, 

We are delighted to say we 

have completed another suc-

cessful year.

With commencement upon 

us, we are proud to highlight 

some of  the amazing accom-

plishments our students and alumni have made. From 

undergraduates to graduates, we know our students 

are preparing to become the best in their fields. Just 

look at some of  the “Rising Star” news we have from 

our alumni. 

This is due to the wonderful faculty and staff  at 

the College of  Education. Without them, we would 

not be able to continue achieving excellence among 

our peers or engaging our students to further their 

careers.  

Similarly, our donors play a big part in the success 

of  these students. The ability to focus on their aca-

demics and not on whether they will be able to pay 

for next semester’s tuition or housing is truly phe-

nomenal. For that we thank our private scholarship 

donors and all those who contribute to making our 

college and university the best it can be. 

With that, we leave you until next year, and send a 

big congratulations to our Class of  2016! 

Best, 

Stan Carpenter, Dean

College of  Education
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Our Mission
As a premier professional school, Texas 

State University’s College of Education is 

dedicated to enhancing human poten-

tial for all through excellent teaching, 

relevant scholarship, and community 

engagement.

Welcome New Staff

April Cunningham
Academic Advisor I
Advising Center

Angela Leibold
Admin II
Office of Educator Preparation
 
Promotions

DeLara Julian
Student Teaching Placement Coordinator
Office of Educator Preparation

Honors

Dr. Lori Assaf named
Honorary Professor of International Studies
Department of Curriculum & Instruction

Upcoming Events

Commencement: C&I, CLAS
Thursday, May 12, 10 a.m.
Strahan Coliseum

Commencement: HHP
Thursday, May 12, 2 p.m.
Strahan Coliseum

Paige Brown is the recipient of the New Braunfels Retired Teachers 
Association $1,500 scholarship. Brown is currently student teaching in a 

fourth grade classroom at Lamar Elementary (NBISD). The New Braunfels 
Retired Teachers Association will also award a $1,000 scholarship in the fall. 

New BrauNfels IsD scholarshIp recIpIeNtTable of ConTenTs

A+ Federal Credit Union Scholarship

Adaptive Athletic Scholarship Fund

Alison Helene Jacobs Memorial Scholarship

Anita Ogdee Byington Memorial Scholarship

Athletic Trainers Endowed Scholarship

Bessie Ray Liddell Schuchard  
Education Endowment

Canyon Lake Retired Teachers Association

Cecil D. & Rosalie N. Strickland Scholarship

Connie Erwin Notley  
President’s Endowed Scholarship

David F. Votaw Endowed Scholarship

Dawn Breihan 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship for  

Health and Human Performance

Dorothy L. Boyd Memorial Scholarship Fund

Ed & Linda Burkhardt Endowed Scholarship

Emmett L. & Carolyl Korff  
Education Scholarship

Empress Y. Zedler Endowment

Fred C. & Allene Preuss Willard Scholarship

Garden of Achievement

Gertrude Evelyn Herder-Shafer  
Endowed Scholarship

Grace Parker Voigt Endowed Scholarship

Hazel McCanne Endowment

Henrietta H. Avent Endowed Scholarship Fund

Irma Bruce Memorial Endowment

J. Lloyd Rogers Family Scholarship

James Patterson  
Teacher Education Scholarships

James Warren Ballard Endowed  
Scholarship in Counseling

Jessie Helen Haag Endowed Scholarship Fund

John Garland Flowers  
Memorial Endowment

Johnston-Wendler Scholarship

Joyce Barrett Reasoner Endowed Scholarship

Julia Victor and Leslie Carlisle McDonald 
Endowment

Kathryn E. Motheral Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Lesley Jones Graduate Fellowship

Lieskovsky Scholarship

Mabelle Umland Purcell Scholarship

Martin Juel Endowment

Mary Jane Hamilton 
Memorial Presidential Endowment

Michael L. Abbott Graduate Scholarship in  
Education Administration

Nell and Dexter Hoover  
Endowed Scholarship in Education

Patricia Fertsch Beck Education Endowed 
Scholarship

Preston T. Bowling Scholarship Fund

R. K. Shafer Education Endowment

Ralph F. Herder Endowed Scholarship

Raymond Cavness President’s  
Endowed Scholarship

Roena Hughson Memorial Endowment

San Marcos Association of Retired Teachers

Sandee Marshall Abbott Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Susan Diane Jackson, Shirley Cayer Jackson 
and Henry Berry Jackson, Jr, and Carla Anne 

Jackson Scholarship

Tague-Vaughn Endowed Scholarship for  
Recreation

Texas Society Daughters of the  
American Revolution Scholarship

William M. Bechtol  
Graduate Fellowship for Teaching

William T. Tilton Scholarship
This information is available in alternate format upon 

request from the Office of Disability Services.

We will be excellent in evidence-based  

practice, scholarship and teaching.

 

We will be relevant to the needs of the people 

we serve. 

 

We will be engaged in public and  

professional communities.
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 exCellenCe in graDuaTe sTuDies  exCellenCe in graDuaTe sTuDies..

The Barbara L. Jackson Scholars Workshop is for those 

emerging scholars nominated as Jackson Scholars through the 

University Council for Educational Administration (UCEA).  

This two-year program provides formal networking, men-

toring and professional development for graduate students 

of  color who intend to become professors of  educational 

leadership. Texas State’s 2015-2017 Jackson Scholars are:

Master’s Level: Amy Shatile 
Degree: Specialist in School Psychology

Doctoral Level: Kayon Murray-Johnson
Degree: Ph.D. in Adult, Professional and  

Community Education

William L. Boyd National Educational 
Politics Workshop

Barbara L. Jackson Scholars  
Workshop

2016 ouTsTanDing graDuaTe sTuDenT 2016 ouTsTanDing graDuaTe sTuDenT

Susan Croteau Tanya A. Long

Zane Wubbena Katherine Lewis

From Left to Right: 

Jocabed Marquez, Adrienne Aldaco, Samuel Garcia, and Patricia Rocha

The School Improvement program at the Col-

lege of  Education is designed for individuals in 

a variety of  educational roles who wish to develop and 

refine their abilities to provide leadership for educational 

excellence. Within the program there is a strong empha-

sis on mentoring, including placing doctoral students in 

high quality national mentoring programs in educational 

research. 

These highly competitive appointments are sponsored 

by the University Council for Educational Administration 

(UCEA) and connect emerging scholars to established 

researchers in the field. 

This year, 10 School Improvement students were ap-

pointed to these programs. More information about the 

students’ appointments can be found on the sidebars in 

these two pages. 

In April students were given the opportunity to meet 

with their mentors in a seminar format at the American 

Educational Research Association (AERA) annual meet-

ing in Washington, DC.

Doctoral Students Excel in National Mentoring

The David L. Clark National Graduate Student Research 
Seminar in Educational Administration & Policy brings 
together noted researchers and emerging scholars who are 
preparing for careers as university professors. 

Yvette Cantu and Sarah Jean Baker were appointed as 
Clark Scholars.

David L. Clark National Graduate Student Research 
Seminar in Educational Administration & Policy
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Dr. Melissa Martinez, assistant professor of  education and community lead-
ership in the Department of  Counseling, Leadership, Adult Education, and 

School Psychology,  has been named the American Educational Research Association’s 
(AERA) Early Career Award recipient. 

The award recognizes a scholar who has conducted a distinguished program of  cu-
mulative educational research in any field of  educational inquiry within the first decade 
following receipt of  their doctoral degree.

We sat down with Martinez to learn more about this achievement.

Dr. Martinez Wins Early Career Award
Dr. Rod Harter, 

professor of 
athletic training in 
the Department of 
Health and Human 
Performance was 
a coauthor on the 
2015 Outstanding Advancing Educational 
Practice Manuscript in the Journal of 
Athletic Training Education. The paper 
entitled “Interprofessional Education and 
Practice in Athletic Training” was selected 
by the Editorial Board for excellence in its 
contribution to professional education in 
Athletic Training. Dr. Harter and his coau-
thors will be recognized at the National 
Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) 
Annual Meeting and Clinical Symposium 
in Baltimore, MD in June.

HarTer’s ouTsTanDing PaPer

Q: What does receiving this award 
signify for you? 

A: “First and foremost, I am very hum-

bled in being the recipient of  the 2016 

AERA Division A Early Career Award. And to 

be honest, I was speechless when I was notified 

about receiving this award because previous 

recipients are leading scholars in the field of  

Educational Leadership that I would have never 

thought I’d be compared to. The award is partic-

ularly significant to me for a number of  reasons. 

For one, I feel the award is a true validation of  

the kind of  work I do as a critical scholar that 

examines equity and access issues along the P-20 

pipeline. My research agenda is fairly broad with 

regards to educational leadership, and it is also 

interdisciplinary in nature. I have three strands 

of  work which relate to 1) issues of  college 

access and readiness for students of  color and 

underserved students, 2) equity-oriented and 

social justice leaders/leadership, and 3) the 

experiences of  faculty of  color. And so I feel 

that this award particularly provides scholars like 

me that examine leadership issues both directly 

and indirectly to feel embraced in a field that 

can often be considered very traditional, with a 

clearly defined and limited view of  educational 

leadership. Secondly, this award also reflects the 

great support and mentoring I’ve received along 

the way from colleagues, mentors, and friends 

both within and outside of  academia. It is also a 

tribute to all those individuals who gave of  their 

time and shared their stories with me as a part 

of  my work.”

Q: How does this achievement 
reflect the overall work you are 

doing and the overall work going on at 
the College of  Education? 

A: “I believe this achievement is reflective 

of  my general work ethic, my commit-

ment to teaching, research, and service, as well 

as my motivation to make a difference not 

only within my field, but also in my immediate 

community in Central Texas and at Texas State, 

specifically. Many of  my colleagues within the 

College of  Education are equally engaged in 

unique and meaningful work, and have also been 

recognized in similar fashion by the University 

or through other professional organizations. 

And so I feel honored to be receiving this award 

knowing that I am contributing to and helping 

sustain a legacy of  top-notch scholars within the 

College of  Education.”

Dr. Larry R. Price, 
professor of 

Psychometrics and 
Statistics in the De-
partment of Coun-
seling, Leadership, 
Adult Education, and 
School Psychology, 
has recently published 
his book titled Psy-
chometric Methods: Theory into Practice. 

“This book is both comprehensive and 
accessible, laying the foundation for all the 
requisite skills needed to be both a success-
ful consumer and producer of psychometrics. 
There is excellent integration of quantitative 
statistics throughout, so that readers will be 
able not only to understand the psychometric 
concepts, but also to apply their knowledge.”

—Debbie L. Hahs-Vaughn, PhD,  
Department of Eductional and Human Sciences, 

University of Central Florida

PriCe PublisHes book

Martinez, left, receives her Early Career Award at the 2016 
AERA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC.  

Dr. Cheryl 

Fulton, 

assistant professor 

in the Department 

of  Counseling, 

Leadership, Adult Education, and 

School Psychology, received the 2015 

Outstanding Counselor Educator of  

the Year Award from the National 

Association of  Counselor Educators 

and Supervisors. Her article, co-au-

thored with Craig S. Cashwell, is 

entitled “Mindfulness-Based Aware-

ness and Compassion: Predictors of  

Counselor Empathy and Anxiety.” It 

was published in the journal Counselor 

and Education and Supervision.

Dr. Lindsay 
Kipp, assis-

tant professor in 
the Department of  
Health & Hu-
man Performance 
received the Research Council 2016 
Research Writing Award at the Soci-
ety of  Health and Physical Educators 
(SHAPE) America National Conven-
tion on April 7 at the annual C.H. 
McCloy Research Lecture. Dr. Kipp 
is co-author on the paper “Assessing 
impact of  physical activity-based youth 
development programs: Validation of  
the life skills transfer survey (LSTS),” 
which was the top paper in volume 
85 of  the Research Quarterly of  Exercise 
and Sport (RQES).  The award iden-
tifies outstanding contributions of  
scholarship from papers published in 
each volume of  RQES. RQES is the 
flagship journal in the field of  kinesiol-
ogy/exercise science.

Dr. Duane Knud-
son, chair of the 

Department of Health 
and Human Perfor-
mance, gave the 35th 
Annual Dudley Allen 
Sargent Lecture to the 
National Association for Kinesiology in Higher 
Education January 8, 2016 at the National 
Association for Kinesiology in Higher Educa-
tion’s (NAKHE) Annual Conference in San 
Diego, CA. Dr. Knudson presented “Mentoring 
Excellence in the Kinesiology Academy,” which 
will be published in an upcoming issue of the 
journal Quest. 

The Sargent Lecture and Award honors a 
male scholar in the field and is named after Dr. 
Sargent—an outstanding scholar in physical 
education/kinesiology who founded the He-
menway Gymnasium at Harvard University.

Revathi Balakrishnan, the Texas 
Elementary Teacher of  the Year, 

paid it forward on April 2 by delivering 
a special guest presentation to Kappa 
Delta Pi members regarding her jour-
ney to teacher leadership. 

Professors Nathan Bond and Jessica 
Ligon hosted a six-hour teacher lead-
ership workshop for 40 members of  
KDP at the Texas State Round Rock 
Campus. The purpose of  the work-
shop was to teach leadership to the at-
tendees and help them to identify ways 
they could serve as teacher leaders in 
their schools. 

In attendance were students from 
various Central Texas universities 
including, Austin Community College, 
Texas A&M University, the University 
of  Mary Hardin-Baylor, the University 
of  Texas at Austin, the University of  
Texas at San Antonio, Western Gover-
nors University, , and of  course Texas 
State University. 

Dr. Waneen Spirduso, professor emeritus 
in the Department of Kinesiology and 

Health Education at the University of Texas 
at Austin and published author, visited Texas 
State on March 2 to speak with graduate 
students enrolled in the Developmental 
Education graduate program. Dr. Spirduso 
shared her experience in developing both 
funding and research proposals and provided 
advice and pointers to the students in the 
class. Dr. Michelle Janysek, grant director in 
The Education Institute, teaches the grants 
development and management course where 
Dr. Spirduso was invited to lecture.

Arlene Har-
borth, Advisor 

I in the College of  
Education Advising 
Center, published an 
article in the Journal 
of  Developmental Education’s Fall 2015 
issue. It is entitled “The Developing 
Role of  Student Advisors: An Inter-
view with Charlie Nutt.” Make sure to 
check it out!

graDs learn funDing

sargenT leCTurer knuDson
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sTuDenT VeTeran finDs HoPe  
in Horses

rIsINg stars
aaC: THere’s a Dog in 

My ClassrooM

The College of Education is pleased 

to announce the opening of the 

Animal-Assisted Counseling Academy.

The Animal-Assisted Counseling 

(AAC) Academy is a professional training 

program that promotes the human-animal 

bond through the study and practice of an-

imal-assisted counseling and play therapy. 

The AAC Academy offers a series of 

intensive workshops for graduate students 

and professionals to earn introductory 

and advanced training in animal-assisted 

counseling and play therapy. 

To enroll in the Animal-Assisted Coun-

seling Academy, you must be a current 

graduate student or have earned a 

Master’s degree in a mental health or 

AAC-related field, such as counseling, 

social work, school psychology, child life, 

recreation therapy, or nursing. 

Participants can earn up to 120 hours 

of CEUs and play therapy training. If you 

would like to enroll in the Animal-Assisted 

Counseling Academy or learn more about 

it, check out the AAC Academy website at: 

www.playtherapy.clas.txstate.edu/aaca

Mary Ballengee is a second 
year graduate student in the 

Therapeutic Recreation program and 
a United States Army veteran from 
the Vietnam Era with special interests 
in therapeutic horseback riding. Her 
love for horeseback riding is gaining 
Ballengee recognition. 

In November, Ballengee received 
the 2015 P.A.T.H. (Professional As-
sociation of Therapeutic Horseman-
ship) International Equine Services 
for Heroes Equestrian award. PATH 
International recognizes individuals 
and equines that symbolize their cel-
ebration of ability, optimism, diversity 
and a shared love of equines. Most 
recently, she was awarded a medal 
for working with and teaching 10 vet-
erans and 10 wild mustangs in a two 
month program. 

Ballengee will be staying busy this 
summer working with eight wom-
en through her personally created 
Veteran Woman Only therapeutic 
horseback riding program at ROCK in 
Georgetown. 

Meshing the worlds of therapeutic 
recreation and equestrianism has 
proven to be a life saver for Ballen-
gee: “Three years ago when I moved 

to Texas I became involved with the 
Veteran portion of the therapeutic 
horseback riding at ROCK, V.E.T.S, 
and Mustang Mentors,” Ballengee 
shared. “I was in pilot programs 
at each facility/organization. The 
mustang program allowed me to 
gentle (train, break) a wild mustang 
untouched by humans and that 
experience saved my life. I was able 
to learn trust and hope when I was 
given that mustang to keep. He has 
given me the focus and strength to 
move forward and find within me 
the resources to help other veterans 
especially those with no voice. I have 
found working with horses,  and all 
forms of ability and disability, fits my 
life purpose now at age 63. I have 
renewed hope and can see the future 
for myself and others as I study and 
attend classes at Texas State Univer-
sity.”

rIsINg stars

Katherine Ledbetter-Cho, a recent graduate from the Special Education Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis 

program, was awarded the Graduate Student Research Poster Award by the Texas Association of Behavior 

Analysis during their annual conference in March. Her research project was titled “Research Project: Behav-

ioral Skills Training to Improve the Abduction-Prevention Skills of Children with Autism.” Additionally, the paper 

was accepted for publication with the following citation: Ledbetter-Cho, K., Lang, R., Davenport, K., Moore, 

M., Lee, A., O’Reilly, M., Watkins, L., & Falcomata, T. (accepted 2015). Behavioral skills training to improve the 

abduction-prevention skills of children with autism. Behavior Analysis in Practice. Congrats Katherine! 

Santa Rosa County School District named Gulf Breeze High School math teacher Stephanie Duffy as its 

Teacher of the Year. Duffy is a Texas State University graduate who has taught math at Gulf Breeze High 

for 20 years. Duffy is the school district nominee for the Florida Department of Education – Macy’s Teacher of 

the Year. The state teacher of the year will be selected in May and will be the Florida candidate for National 

Teacher of the Year, which will be announced in January 2017.

Six graduate students from the Department of Curriculum &  

Instruction presented their in-class research at the International  
Society for the Social Studies 2016 Annual Conference on February 25. 

Early Childhood through Sixth Grade program students Melinda Barth, Amanda 

Brown, Kinsey Perry, Krista Reitz, Abigail Williams, and Fourth through Eighth 

Grade program student Kacy Weldon presented their research for a panel 

entitled “When Children Talk: Pre-service Elementary Social Studies Teachers 

Exploring Critical Issues through Children’s Eyes.” The International Society 

for the Social Studies draws research and practitioner-based presentations from a global scholarly community of about 250 people 

representing the United States, Turkey, Portugal, Pakistan, Australia, China, and numerous other countries.

Michelle Cardenas from Hillcrest Elementary (Del Valle ISD), was among one of the five Central Texas-area 

educator finalists named for the 2016 H-E-B Excellence in Education Award. Cardenas is up for the cat-

egory in Leadership Elementary. In May, she will compete in San Antonio on a statewide level for the grand 

prize of $10,000 for herself and a $10,000 grant for her school. Cardenas received her bachelor of science 

degree through the Department of Curriculum & Instruction and her master’s degree through the Teacher 

Fellow’s program. We wish her all of the best of luck! 
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