Discussion Rubric 


This is the rubric I will use to grade your contributions to discussion forums. Unless otherwise indicated in an announcement, all discussion forums begin on Monday and end on Sunday. 

You are expected to post a minimum of two responses in a week. I encourage you to use class discussions to express your thoughts and opinions and learn from the insights of your classmates.

	Excellent  

90-100%
	Good

80-90%
	Bare Minimum

70-80%

	Posts to the forum:

· Made a positive contribution to the body of knowledge and/or added new insights to the discussion. 

· Included ideas from the week’s readings.

· Were very respectful and responsive to other discussion members.


	Posts to the forum: 

· Attempted to make a positive contribution to the body of knowledge and/or add new insights to the discussion.

· Demonstrated some evidence of having read the week’s assignments. 

· Were respectful and responsive to other discussion members.


	Posts to the forum: 

· Met the requirements of the discussion question assignment.

· Included ideas vaguely related to the week’s reading assignments.

· Were respectful and minimally responsive to other discussion members.




The following discussion forum rules and guidelines are excerpted from Interacting Online in Course Info. The rules clarify behaviors that are and are not permissible in a forum, while the guidelines provide additional suggestions for strengthening your contributions to forums.

Discussion Forum Rules 

1. Be sure you are responding to the specific post within the forum with which you would like your response associated. If you click the Start New Thread button at the top of a forum and then post a message, you create a new cluster of messages, known as a “thread,” within the forum. This is sometimes appropriate and desirable. However, not all messages within a forum should be new threads. To add to an existing thread, click a message and then click Reply and respond to the post. 

2. Respect the views of others even if you disagree. You may express disagreement but do so without any harsh words or potentially inflammatory remarks. It is okay to disagree with a person’s ideas, but it is not okay to attack a person. Try to be descriptive and invoke well-reasoned arguments. 

3. Offensive or abusive language will not be tolerated. 

4. Do not criticize the grammar and spelling of those making responses. In this case, as with gifts, it is most definitely the thought that counts. 

5. Don’t send or post messages using ALL CAPS. It is equivalent to SHOUTING.

6. Provide a subject for all your posts.

Discussion Forum Guidelines 

7. Think of your posting in terms of a contribution to a dialogue, not a writing exercise. Elaborate a single idea and keep your message to 150-200 words or less. Texts longer than that are harder to follow. 

8. Make your posts clear and pertinent. Offer clarifying examples for complex and abstract ideas. 

9. Make contributions to but try not to dominate a discussion.

10. Open new threads with a careful analysis, strong thesis, and supporting evidence. Also include open-ended questions that invite dialogue.

11. In response posts, read earlier posts and respond to one that contradicts or supports your own thoughts. Offer evidence that supports the earlier post or your contrasting point of view and ask challenging, open-ended questions. Or add to a post that is lacking evidence or seems to fall short on an aspect that is important to you.

12. Accept some responsibility for the success of the discussion. Return to the forum and respond to anyone who has responded to you to get the dialogue going. If the discussion appears to be confused or off-topic, simply say so or ask for help in understanding the point or relevance of remarks you do not follow.
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